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HEADLINE | 11/14 Ukraine’s advances, momentum 


GIST 


ing/ukraine-kherson-zelensky.html 
Russia’s retreat last week from Kherson, a southern port city that it had seized shortly after invading 
Ukraine, was one of the biggest setbacks yet to President Vladimir Putin’s war effort. A renewed 
Ukrainian military offensive has clearly put Russian troops on the run. 


“Tf you had asked a reasonable person in September what the best-case scenario for Ukraine was, the 
situation in Kherson is pretty close,” my colleague Julian Barnes, who covers national security for The 
Times, said. 


But the war may be about to enter a new phase, as The Times explained. The cold, wet fall and coming 
winter, with its freezing temperatures and snowfall, could pause large offensives. Putin seems to be 
counting on it to give Russian troops extra time to rebuild and regroup. 


Today’s newsletter will look at the Ukrainian military’s recent successes and what might come next. 


Ukrainian momentum 

Ukraine’s recapture of Kherson is both a symbolic and strategic victory. The city was the only provincial 
capital that Russia had seized this year, and its capture marked one of Russia’s biggest early successes. 
Kherson is also key to controlling Ukraine’s southern coast. (These maps show Russia’s territorial losses.) 
Residents celebrated in Kherson’s central square as Ukrainian troops moved into the city. They hugged 
soldiers, cheered and wrapped themselves in Ukrainian flags that they had hidden from Russian forces. 


“People walk on the streets and congratulate each other,” one local retiree told The Times. “It’s just a 
holiday!” 


Russian troops’ efforts to assimilate Ukrainians there, like trying to force them to pay bills in rubles and 
threatening arrest if they spoke Ukrainian, failed to take hold as well, residents said. 


The loss prompted even some of Putin’s supporters to express anguish about the war effort. One prominent 
Kremlin ally, Aleksandr Dugin, broke the taboo against singling out Putin. Another, Boris Rozhin, called 
Russia’s retreat from Kherson the country’s “most serious military defeat since 1991,” when the Soviet 
Union fell. 


Since early September, Ukraine’s military has succeeded in battles around the country. It previously 
routed Russia from the Kharkiv region in the northeast. Victory there allowed Ukraine to push farther east 
into the Donbas, which is now Putin’s most prized target in the war. 


And last month, an attack badly damaged the only bridge linking Russia to Crimea, a Russian-held 
peninsula in the south. 


Putin has tried to regain momentum through extreme measures. He instituted a draft to replenish Russian 
forces. (More than 100,000 have been wounded or killed on each side since the war began, a U.S. 
general said last week.) Putin illegally annexed parts of Ukraine, including Kherson. His military hit 
civilian targets across Ukraine with missile strikes. And he has invoked Russia’s nuclear capabilities in 
not-so-subtle threats. 


None of Putin’s efforts succeeded in halting Ukraine’s battlefield advances. Some have backfired: The 
draft led hundreds of thousands of Russian men to flee the country, and the conscripts’ families have 
criticized the process and the war. 


The next phase 

Ukraine’s military has signaled that it will begin a new offensive in the south. President Volodymyr 
Zelensky has vowed to fight until Russia abandons all seized territory. Achieving that goal will be 
difficult; for one, it would require Ukraine to retake Crimea, which Russia has held for more than eight 
years. 


But Ukraine has consistently defied the odds from the start, when Russia was widely expected to swiftly 
overtake the country’s military. “The days of underestimating Ukrainian might and Russian weakness are 
over for me,” Julian said. 


Still, Ukraine’s gains could slow in the coming months. Wet conditions will soon make much of the terrain 
muddy and make it difficult for either side to move troops and military equipment quickly. Heavy snow 
later in the fall and winter could slow both sides even further. 


“A static front line could be good for Putin because he is just looking for a way to stabilize a situation,” 
my colleague Anton Troianovski, The Times’s Moscow bureau chief, said. 


Putin is also hoping that the cold will weaken support for Ukraine’s fight, as citizens confront a winter 
without heating, and their European allies face rising energy prices after refusing Russian oil and gas. 


“People are really worried about the winter,” said my colleague Jeffrey Gettleman, who’s covering the war 
from Mykolaiv in southern Ukraine. “It’s near freezing and most places don’t have heat. It’s 55 degrees 
inside my hotel room.” 


Combine all of those factors, and Russia could go into the spring in a better position. 


But such an outcome relies on several pieces that have yet to materialize. Russia’s military has shown that 
it is unprepared or unwilling to fight a prolonged war. Putin’s cruelty has consistently hardened, not 
weakened, Ukrainian resolve to strike back. The West has continued to support Ukraine as energy prices 
have risen. 


“Everyone in Ukraine is hanging on for total victory,” Jeffrey said. “They really believe their forces are 
going to push Russian troops out of the country.” 


Ukraine’s recent wins work against Putin’s plans in another way: If Ukraine keeps showing that it can win, 
the country’s people and allies have good reason to stick to the war effort, and Russia and its troops have 
good reason to lose hope. 


[Baumiotoo | 
11/11 Russia shrinking budget surplus 


SOURCE | https://www.wsj.com/articles/russias-shrinking-budget-surplus-limits-putins-war-options- 
11668174524?mod=series rusukrainenato 


GIST Russia’s war in Ukraine and the sanctions it triggered are depleting Moscow’s coffers, hurting 
President Vladimir Putin‘s ability to support the economy and fund the military. 


Data released by the Russian Ministry of Finance on Friday showed that in the year to October, the 
government budget surplus stood at 128 billion rubles, or around $2.1 billion, down from a surplus of 2.3 
trillion rubles in the same period last year. In October, revenues from a one-off energy tax helped prevent 
the budget from veering into a deficit for the year, which economists expect to happen by the end of 2022. 


The government’s shrinking fiscal runway adds pressure on the Kremlin, which had been using ample 
energy revenues earlier this year to stimulate industry, placate the domestic population and finance the 
war. It comes amid mounting setbacks on the Ukrainian battlefields for the Russian army, which was 
forced to withdraw from the key southern city of Kherson. 


Softening energy prices in recent months and Moscow’s move to throttle its gas exports to Europe have 

taken a toll on public finances because oil and gas sales make up the bulk of Russian state revenues. Mr. 
Putin’s decision in September to mobilize around 300,000 men has further strained the budget, analysts 

say. 


“The Russian economy is under pressure from multiple fronts at the same time,” said Janis Kluge, an 
expert on the Russian economy at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs. “The 
economic crisis and the lower exports of oil and gas means that Russia will have a hard time making ends 
meet next year.” 


Analysts at Capital Economics forecast that the budget will register a deficit of 1.8% of gross domestic 
product for 2022 as a whole. The budget deficit is expected to grow to 2.5% of GDP next year and to 4% 
in 2024, according to the forecast. The Russian government itself expects to run a deficit at least until 
2025. 


While Western countries routinely run large budget deficits they can finance on global markets, sanctions 
have mostly cut off Russia’s access to external funding. 


The darkening prospects come after the Russian economy showed signs of stabilizing over the summer. 
GDP is expected to shrink between 3% and 3.5% this year, according to recent forecasts by the country’s 
central bank, a shallower decline compared with forecasts earlier in the year after sanctions dealt a body 
blow to the economy. 


Quarterly data, however, depicts a worsening trend. While the economy contracted by around 4.1% and 
4% in the second and third quarters respectively, it is expected to shrink by 7.1% in the fourth quarter, 
according to a report by the central bank published this week. For the year as a whole, Russia is expected 
to record the deepest recession for any large economy. 


While softening energy prices are threatening revenues, expenditures have been growing rapidly. The 
Ministry of Finance hasn’t published a detailed breakdown of spending since February, but Olga 
Bychkova, an economist at Moody’s Analytics, estimated that expenses on national defense, social 
transfers to offset high inflation, and other steps supporting the economy make up the biggest share. 


The fiscal outlook is further weighed by the looming European embargo on Russian oil and the Group of 
Seven’s planned oil price cap intended to limit Moscow’s energy revenues. The budget is also feeling the 
pinch from the ruble’s strength, which lowers the local currency value of tax revenues. 


Mr: Putin’s decision to draft hundreds of thousands of men for his war, meanwhile, has disrupted 
businesses, diminished labor supply and added new costs for equipment for the extra recruits. 


Russia’s central bank said last month that the mobilization “will serve as a deterrent to consumer demand 
and inflation over the horizon of coming months.” The Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs 
reported last week that a survey taken in October of more than 100 companies—most of them large 
firms—showed a decline in their workforces due to the troop mobilization. 


“Mobilization is taking its toll, undermining business and consumer confidence and exacerbating labor 
shortages,” Mr. Kluge said. 


Economists at the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies forecast that the mobilization would 
deepen the recession in the fourth quarter and shave off 0.5 percentage points of GDP growth for the full 
year. 


The government has been supporting the purchasing power of average Russians through hikes in social 
entitlements, such as pensions and support for families with small children. As a result, the share of 
households directly dependent on payments from the state—pensioners, public sector employees, welfare 
recipients—has continued to increase, analysts said. 


At the same time, public sector spending on infrastructure will be cut in order to keep the budget deficit in 
check, according to a recent report by the Bank of Finland Institute for Emerging Economies. 


“The overall result is that the government’s financing needs are likely to increase much more into next 
year, which will put pressure on the government,” said Liam Peach, an economist at Capital Economics. 


To plug the budget gap, the finance ministry has said it would tap into the National Welfare Fund, 
Russia’s main sovereign wealth fund, to the tune of | trillion rubles to finance government spending. The 
government could also ask state-owned banks to hold more government bonds and raise taxes on the 
energy sector, Mr. Peach said. 


The real extent of the hole in Russia’s budget will become clear in December, analysts said. Russia’s 
expenditures at the end of the year are usually much higher than in earlier months, Mr. Kluge said. 


“The outlook for next year is much worse because one-time effects of windfall revenues in the early 
months of the war will be exhausted,” Mr. Kluge said. 
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11/14 Russia eyes gains in east Ukraine 


ps://www.wsj.com/articles/russia-eyes-gains-in-ukraines-east-after-kherson-withdrawal-11668421801 
GIST On the day Russia announced a withdrawal from the southern city of Kherson last week, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky began his nightly address with a warning. 


The biggest clashes were in the eastern Donetsk region, he said Wednesday, praising the courage of 
soldiers there repelling what he described as a relentless onslaught. 


“Any losses there mean losses further into the country,” he said. “That’s why we’re standing, standing 
tough.” 


Mr. Zelensky’s warning points to what is likely to be the next decisive phase of the war: the battle for the 
east. 


Russian President Vladimir Putin has billed the invasion in large part as a campaign to take control of the 
entire Donbas area, the industrialized east of Ukraine where Russia covertly used its military to carve out 
two territories in 2014. 


As Ukraine has recaptured territory in the northeast and south in recent months, Russia has continued to 
batter Ukrainian positions in the east and try to advance. Moscow can now redeploy there the 20,000 or so 
troops it has withdrawn from Kherson, as well as some of the 300,000 men it recently drafted. 


Analysts say Russia’s minimum aims at this stage include, above all, full control of Donbas. 


“For them it’s a critical mission,” said Andriy Zahorodnyuk, a former Ukrainian defense minister. “I think 
we’ ll have some very serious troubles in Donbas, because they’ concentrate most of their remaining 
forces in this region.” 


The commander of Moscow’s military campaign in Ukraine, Gen. Sergei Surovikin, is under pressure to 
deliver results in Donbas after giving up Kherson to set up new defensive positions on the Dnipro River’s 
eastern bank, Mr. Zahorodnyuk said. 


“For him it’s a matter of being fired or succeeding. And he’s allowed to expend any price,” he said. “They 
need territory. They don’t need people, they don’t need buildings, they don’t need factories—they need 
just territory. So they can be ruthless in getting literally square kilometers.” 


The situation resembles that of early spring, when Russia withdrew from areas north of Kyiv and said its 
focus would shift to Donbas. It made advances in the weeks that followed, capturing the cities of 
Severodonetsk and Lysychansk and in the process taking control of almost the entire Luhansk region. 


But their assault, using artillery and air power to flatten cities and then push into the ruins, ran out of steam 
amid fierce resistance. Ukraine has since pushed back in several places. 


Mr. Zahorodnyuk said it is difficult to predict where Russia’s offensives will play out. A major battle is 
currently being waged around Bakhmut, in northern Donetsk, close to the border with Luhansk. Russia has 
bombarded the city for weeks and is expending a huge amount of resources there in a bid to claim a 
victory that could boost the morale of its troops and signal that the war, now in its 10th month, is still 
bringing Russian victories. 


While holding off Russia in Bakhmut, the Ukrainians are pushing to retake Svatove and Kreminna on the 
western edge of the Luhansk region, and recently reported the capture of Stelmakhivka, northwest of 
Svatove. Russia claimed this week to have captured parts of Bilohorivka and the village of Pavlivka, 
southwest of Donetsk. 


One factor that might influence the pace of fighting will be the arrival of winter, which in east Ukraine 
usually brings subzero temperatures and snowfall, and exposes troops that could normally use foliage or 
muddy ground to hide their tracks. 


But analysts say that despite predictions of a slowdown in fighting, neither side seems likely to take a 
pause. Ukraine is seeking to capitalize on its recent momentum to retake more territory, and has been 
receiving supplies of winter uniforms and equipment from its allies. Russia is under pressure to show its 
military campaign hasn’t halted despite the humiliating Kherson withdrawal. 


“Winter weather could disproportionately harm poorly equipped Russian forces in Ukraine, but well- 
supplied Ukrainian forces are unlikely to halt their counteroffensives,” the Institute for the Study of War, a 
Washington-based think tank, said in a report published Thursday. 


Mykola Bielieskov, a researcher at the National Institute for Strategic Studies, a government-backed think 
tank in Kyiv, said that since routes into Bakhmut from the west remain under Ukrainian control, Kyiv can 
continue to rotate forces fighting there, relieving tired formations in ways that Russia has struggled to 
replicate due to a shortage of skilled manpower. 


He said taking full control of the Donetsk region is likely Russia’s No. | priority now that Kherson has 
been recaptured by Ukraine and Russia’s forces in the south have been confined to the Dnipro’s eastern 
bank. 


On Saturday, Mr. Zelensky said the situation for Ukrainian soldiers in Donbas was “hell,” with “extremely 
brutal fighting every day.” Mr. Bielieskov warned that these conditions might continue for some time. 


“In the Donbas, it’Il be the same grinding battles as before,” he said. 
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11/14 Russia, US holding talks in Turkey? 


GIST 


ps://www.reuters.com/world/kremlin-neither-confirms-nor-denies-talks-with-us-turkey-2022-11-14/ 
Nov 14 (Reuters) - The Kremlin said on Monday that it could neither confirm nor deny a report that 
Russian and U.S. officials were holding talks in the Turkish capital Ankara. 


The Russian newspaper Kommersant reported that delegations from the two countries were meeting on 
Monday in the Turkish capital, citing a source. 


Sergei Naryshkin, head of Russia's SVR foreign intelligence agency, was reportedly part of the Russian 
delegation, Kommersant said. 


[Baumioton | 
HEADLINE | 11/13 IMF: economic outlook getting gloomier 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.reuters.com/markets/imf-says-global-economic-outlook-getting-gloomier-risks-abound-2022-11- 


WASHINGTON, Nov 13 (Reuters) - The global economic outlook is even gloomier than projected last 
month, the International Monetary Fund said on Sunday, citing a steady worsening in purchasing manager 
surveys in recent months. 


It blamed the darker outlook on tightening monetary policy triggered by persistently high and broad-based 
inflation, weak growth momentum in China, and ongoing supply disruptions and food insecurity caused by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 


The global lender last month cut its global growth forecast for 2023 to 2.7% from a previous forecast of 
2.9%. 


In a blog prepared for a summit of G20 leaders in Indonesia, the IMF said recent high-frequency indicators 
"confirm that the outlook is gloomier," particularly in Europe. 


It said recent purchasing manager indices that gauge manufacturing and services activity signaled 
weakness in most Group of 20 major economies, with economic activity set to contract while inflation 
remained stubbornly high. 


"Readings for a growing share of G20 countries have fallen from expansionary territory earlier this year to 
levels that signal contraction,” the IMF said, adding that global fragmentation added to "a confluence of 
downside risks." 


"The challenges that the global economy is facing are immense and weakening economic indicators point 
to further challenges ahead," the IMF said, adding that the current policy environment was "unusually 
uncertain." 


A worsening energy crisis in Europe would severely harm growth and raise inflation, while prolonged 
high inflation could prompt larger-than-anticipated policy interest hikes and further tightening of global 
financial conditions. 


That in turn posed "increasing risks of a sovereign debt crisis for vulnerable economies," the IMF said. 
Increasingly severe weather events would also harm growth across the globe, it said. 


11/13 Russia lost 10,000 troops in 2 weeks? 


https://www.newsweek.com/russia-loses-10000-troops-two-weeks-defenses-crumble-ukraine-1759159 


GIST Russia has lost 10,000 troops in two weeks as Ukraine continues its counteroffensive, according to Kyiv 
officials. 


Russian President Vladimir Putin has apparently failed to capitalize on the success Russian forces made in 
the opening phase of the war, with Ukrainians now liberating its territory, including the strategically 
important Kherson city. 


ABC News foreign correspondent James Longman said on Saturday that Ukraine has now regained 50 
percent of its territory back. 


In a Sunday Facebook update, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said Russia had lost some 
10,000 troops in just over two weeks, with the overall figure now standing at 80,860. Since its last daily 
update, Ukrainian officials said another "650 persons" had been killed. 


The post added that 1,837 Russian artillery systems had been captured or destroyed along with 278 planes 
and 261 helicopters in the past 24 hours. 


It comes after Ukrainian officials announced on October 29 that 70,000 Russians had been killed since the 
outbreak of the war on February 24. 


Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has previously said that Russia could reach 100,000 fatalities 
during the war, but added that it would not change the Kremlin's mind or approach to the conflict. 


Russia rarely releases casualty and fatality figures, and last said a few thousand had died. Both its 
estimates and Ukraine's have been questioned by war analysts and have been dismissed. 


While Russia's troop fatalities are not confirmed, Moscow has ordered forces to withdraw from the 
southern Ukrainian city of Kherson. 


Zelensky and other Ukrainian officials have urged caution and added they are skeptical of Russia's 
intentions in retreating. 


Earlier this week Zelensky said: "Our emotions must be restrained. The enemy does not bring us gifts. 
Therefore, we move very carefully, without emotions, without unnecessary risk." 


Kherson had been the first major region to fall to Russia at the outbreak of the war and had been the most 
visible achievement of its campaign due to its strategic location and close proximity to annexed Crimea. 


However, the retreat from Kherson this week has led Putin's allies to hit out at the Russian military and the 
leader himself. 


Ultranationalist Alexander Dugin, known as "Putin's Brain," called the Russian president on Saturday an 
autocrat with ultimate power over the war as he accused him of "surrendering." 


Dugin said that the retreat undermines Russian ideology by failing to defend "Russian cities." 


He then went one step further and suggested Putin could be overthrown in a veiled warning shared on 
Telegram. 


Newsweek has contacted the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the Kremlin for comment. 


11/13 Spokane homeless camp deadlines missed 


SOURCE | https://www.seattletines.com/seattle-news/northwest/camp-hope-wont-be-cleared-by-nov-15-says-spokane- 


GIST 


Spokane Mayor Nadine Woodward says the city will not clear Camp Hope this week, despite previously 
saying she expected the encampment to close by Nov. 15. 


Woodward said that the deadline imposed on the Washington State Department of Transportation by 
Spokane police Chief Craig Meidl was always aspirational, not an ultimatum. WSDOT owns the land on 
which Camp Hope sits along Interstate 90. 


“Tt’s always been the goal for us to work around that date to clear it out,” she said. “It doesn’t mean that 
everyone’s going to be gone on that date.” 


Woodward said she still wants to move Camp Hope’s 465 residents to city homeless shelters as quickly as 
possible. 


The mayor and Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich over the past two months have repeatedly 
changed their Camp Hope closure deadlines. 


In early September, Woodward threatened to sue the Department of Transportation if the east Spokane 
encampment wasn’t cleared by Oct. 14. The state has committed $21 million to housing the encampment’s 
residents. 


Knezovich in late September said he’d clear Camp Hope by mid-October. At Woodward’s request, the 
sheriff pushed his deadline back by a month. 


Cpl. Mark Gregory, a spokesman for the Spokane County Sheriff's Office, would not say whether 
Knezovich still planned to clear Camp Hope by Tuesday. 


“We don’t want to have to go down there,” Gregory said. “We would rather everybody work together and 
get this problem handled.” 


Gregory noted that Catholic Charities Eastern Washington plans to open an emergency supportive housing 
facility at the start of December on Sunset Boulevard. 


That former Quality Inn will house 100 to 120 Camp Hope residents, and Gregory said Knezovich is 
willing to hold off on clearing the encampment until it opens. 


“The ultimate goal: get them into housing,” Gregory said. 
Removing campers by force may be legally risky for Spokane and Spokane County. 


Late last month, three Camp Hope residents, Jewels Helping Hands and Disability Rights Washington 
filed a request for an injunction in the U.S. District Court for Eastern Washington, seeking to prevent the 
city and county from forcibly relocating the campers. 


The lawsuit argues that clearing the encampment would violate the campers’ constitutional rights. It cites a 
number of court rulings as evidence, including Martin v. Boise. In that case, the U.S. District Court for the 
Ninth Circuit ruled that governments cannot remove homeless people living on public property without 
offering them a shelter bed. 


Woodward has said the city has adequate shelter space available to house Camp Hope’s residents. She has 
said the city can fit more than 400 people inside its new shelter on Trent Avenue, which is expected to 


have at least 250 beds. 


Nearly 230 people stayed in the Trent Avenue shelter on Monday night, according to city spokesman 
Brian Coddington. About 60 of those people came from Camp Hope. 


Department of Transportation officials have questioned whether Spokane has sufficient shelter space. 


“Timeline for closing the encampment is contingent on the availability of multiple safe, secure housing 
options for hundreds of people,” the department wrote in a Wednesday news release. “There are not 
enough of those options available in the city or county at this time.” 


Woodward stressed that she wants to get Camp Hope’s residents out of the elements and into the Trent 
Avenue shelter. 


“We have a safe place for people that’s warm, that’s a bed, that’s three meals a day and access to 
showers,” she said. “People don’t have to be freezing in tents.” 
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11/14 Japan rethinks US military dependency 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/14/world/asia/japan-military.html 
GIST Over nearly seven decades, Japan has relied on commitments from the United States, its most important 
ally, for protection in the event of an enemy attack. Japan hosts the largest contingent of overseas 
American troops and regularly conducts drills with them. It has purchased more American-made F-35 
stealth fighter jets than any other country outside the United States. 


Yet now, as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine challenges long-held security assumptions and as threats from 
China and North Korea multiply, Japan is starting to rely more on itself, a shift that could quietly alter the 
balance of power in Asia. 


The country’s governing party is pushing to increase Japan’s defense budget drastically, develop more 
military hardware domestically and redefine what it can do with those weapons under the pacifist 
Constitution in place since the end of World War II. 


By asserting its own deterrent power, Japan — the world’s third-largest economy — could become less a 
military protectorate of the United States and more an equal partner. That could help fulfill the desire of 
American leaders for Japan to serve as a stronger military counter to China, as Beijing uses its rapidly 
improving armed forces to menace Taiwan and send ballistic missiles and coast guard ships into Japan’s 
territorial waters. 


Japan must also confront a more bellicose North Korea, which has launched flurries of missiles 
— including one that flew over Japan’s northernmost island — in recent weeks, seemingly emboldened to 
expand its nuclear arsenal while the world grapples with the war in Ukraine. 


At a meeting of Southeast Asian nations and their allies in Cambodia over the weekend, Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida of Japan noted that Taiwan’s stability “directly impacts” regional security, and criticized 
Beijing for “intensifying” activities that threaten to violate Japan’s sovereignty in the East China Sea. And 
in a meeting with President Biden and President Yoon Suk Yeol of South Korea, the three leaders vowed 
to take “resolute steps” to denuclearize North Korea. 


It is a delicate geopolitical moment that requires deft juggling. While Japan wants to demonstrate that it is 
a potent military force in its own right, it does not want to antagonize China, an important trade partner, or 
spook neighbors in Southeast Asia that want to avoid taking sides and might view Japan’s muscular 
security posture as a risk to regional stability. 


But some defense experts say Japan must be more realistic about the limits of American protection, with 
the United States preoccupied by war in Europe and an erratic American political landscape in which 
changes of administration can lead to swift swings in policy. 


“If we are in a crisis situation, will the U.S. military come to our rescue in all cases?” said Shigeru 
Iwasaki, a retired general and chief of staff to the Japanese Air Self-Defense Force. 


Ultimately, with Japan nearly surrounded by threats, its effort to become more self-sufficient is intended 
not to distance it from the United States’ protective umbrella, but to ensure that Tokyo’s bond with 
Washington remains strong. 


“We have to fortify our defenses in order to fortify the alliance,” said Ichiro Fujisaki, a former Japanese 
ambassador to the United States. “We can’t let the Americans do everything, and we have to do more on 
our own.” 


A growing piece of Japan’s self-reliance is the development of domestically manufactured missiles that 
could be used to defend against foreign attacks or that might even be able to reach targets inside enemy 
territory. The Defense Ministry has also started a project to build a new fighter jet and is testing 
hypersonic missile defense technology. 


There are questions about whether Japan has the expertise to develop cutting-edge military hardware. In 
2021, less than 2 percent of all government-sponsored research was allocated to defense in Japan, 
compared with close to half in the United States and 10 percent in France, according to data from the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


But last year, the Japanese government authorized record-high research and development spending within 
its overall defense budget, more than double the level of five years earlier. This year, the defense ministry 
has made another record-setting request that includes a greater emphasis on domestic weapons 
development. 


The governing Liberal Democratic Party has proposed that Japan increase its defense budget to 2 percent 
of economic output over the next five years — up from about 1 percent — a goal that would align with 
members of NATO. The cabinet of Prime Minister Kishida will issue its official budget plan next month, 
and Parliament will vote on it early next year. 


Until recently, the Japanese public balked at any proposal to drastically change defense spending. Now, as 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has triggered fears that China might seek to consolidate its authoritarian 
power and invade Taiwan — which lies less than 100 miles west of Japan’s southernmost islands — recent 
polls show that more than half of the Japanese public supports a significantly expanded defense budget. 


Officials say Japan will continue to purchase American or other Western-made equipment. Yet they say 
they need to procure more military hardware from Japanese manufacturers at a time when import orders 
can suffer delays or when spare parts are difficult to secure because of supply chain issues. 


“If Japan only relies on American equipment, maintenance could be difficult,” said Itsunori Onodera, 
chairman of the Liberal Democratic Party’s Research Commission on Security and a former defense 
minister. 


Mr. Onodera said Japanese military officials had also become increasingly frustrated that American 
manufacturers lock down classified technology they sell to Japan. As a result, he said, the Japanese 
military cannot adapt fighter jets or missile defense systems purchased from the United States. 


Japan began developing a new fighter jet two years ago. It has spent more than 200 billion yen — about 
$1.37 billion — on the so-called F-X, which is being designed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, one of 
Japan’s oldest industrial conglomerates. 


Japan’s defense ministry initially consulted with American defense contractors about a potential 
partnership, Mr. Onodera said. But “the U.S. said they don’t have a specific plan in place for a next- 
generation fighter jet,” he said. Japan is in discussions with the British government about a collaboration 
between Mitsubishi Heavy and BAE Systems, Britain’s largest defense contractor. 


One appeal of a British partnership is more open technology sharing, said Tsutomu Date, an official in the 
aircraft project management division within Japan’s defense ministry. BAE declined to comment. 


Lt. Col. Martin Meiners, a Defense Department spokesman, said the United States supported Japan’s 
“cooperation with like-minded allies and partners, including the United Kingdom,” adding that the U.S. 
and Japan “are bolstering our defense cooperation in a number of promising areas.” 


Still, by choosing a British partner, said Christopher W. Hughes, a professor of Japanese studies at the 
University of Warwick, Japan is “trying to somewhat hedge its bets and to retain some autonomy in its 
security ties.” 


Some experts say Japan does not have the knowledge to develop a sophisticated fighter jet, and they 
suggest that the government is using defense spending to subsidize domestic manufacturers. 


The F-X project is a “dream for the engineers,” said Yoji Koda, a retired vice admiral in Japan’s Maritime 

Self-Defense Force, but “to defend our country against an enemy threat and should war break out, we have 
to win. Our own indigenous developed fighters should be able to kill the enemy if necessary. Where is the 

guarantee?” 


Analysts also question Japan’s decision to fund domestic development of a variety of missiles, including 
those that could attack enemy targets abroad. 


In an interview in his office, Mr. Onodera demonstrated the prospective capabilities of the new missiles 
being developed by Mitsubishi Heavy. 


He pointed to a pair of business cards on the table in front of him: these represented Japan. About two feet 
away, he set down a large mailing envelope: an unnamed enemy country. Two small plastic bottles of 
green tea stood in for Japanese and enemy ships or jets. 


He brought the bottles lid to lid in the air above the table to demonstrate how a missile launched from 
Japan might hit an incoming missile. Landing one of the tea bottles onto the envelope, he suggested 
another possibility: a Japanese missile might fly all the way to a target inside enemy territory. 


Mr. Onodera acknowledged that Japanese law was unclear on whether missiles could target sites inside 
another country. 


Given that ambiguity, analysts question whether spending to develop missiles with extended ranges was a 
wise use of government money, especially as the rapidly aging, debt-laden country faces questions about 
how to afford a big jump in defense spending. 


Defense experts say more urgent spending is needed to build better shelters for existing aircraft, install 
communication and backup fuel lines, and shore up munitions stockpiles. 


By protecting what Japan already has, said Jeffrey Hornung, a senior political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation who specializes in Japanese security, “when a Chinese strike does come, their capabilities can 
survive an attack.” 


re ee 
11/14 Day 264 of the Russia invasion 


SOURCE | https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/14/russia-ukraine-war-at-a-glance-what-we-know-on-day-265-of- 
the-invasion 
GIST Russian forces destroyed key infrastructure in Ukraine’s southern city of Kherson before 


retreating, president Volodymyr Zelenskiy has said. Russia troops “destroyed all the critical 
infrastructure: communications, water, heat, electricity” he said in his latest national address. 
Kherson’s mayor said the humanitarian situation was “severe” because of a lack of water, 
medicine and bread. Zelenskiy said authorities had dealt with nearly 2,000 mines, trip-wires and 
unexploded shells left by Russian troops. 


e Ukrainians hailed Russia’s retreat from Kherson as Kyiv said it was working to de-mine the 
strategic southern city and restore power across the region. In the formerly occupied villages of 
Pravdyne and Snihurivka, outside Kherson, returning locals embraced returning troops and their 
neighbours, some unable to hold back tears. “Victory, finally!” one said. 

e The head of Kherson’s regional state administration said everything was being done to 
“return normal life” to the area. Speaking from Kherson city in a video poster to social media, 
Yaroslav Yanushevych said that while de-mining was carried out, a curfew had been put in place 
and movement in and out of the city had been limited. Zelenskiy added that 226 settlements in 
the Kherson region will be restored, encompassing more than 100,000 local residents. Ukraine 
can “feel the approach of our victory” he added in his latest national address. 

e Zelenskiy accused Russian soldiers of war crimes and killing civilians in Kherson. 
“Investigators have already documented more than 400 Russian war crimes. Bodies of dead 
civilians and servicemen have been found. The Russian army left behind the same savagery it did 
in other regions of the country it entered,” he said on Sunday. 

e Significant new damage to the major Nova Kakhovka dam in southern Ukraine, which the 
Russians attempted to blow up during their withdrawal from nearby Kherson, was seen via 
satellite imagery from US company Maxar. Ukrainian authorities are trying to assess the damage 
and it is not clear if the structural integrity of the reservoir is at risk. With a water volume of 18.2 
cubic km, the reservoir could flood a huge area, including the city of Kherson, if destroyed. 

e Pro-Moscow forces are putting up a fierce fight in the eastern Donetsk region. “Battles in 
Donetsk region are just as intense as they have been in previous days,” Zelenskiy said in his 
nightly video address. “The level of Russian attacks has not declined. And the level of our 
resilience and courage is at its highest. We will not allow them through our defence.” 

e US Treasury Secretary, Janet Yellen, said some sanctions on Russia could remain in place 
even after any peace agreement with Ukraine, the Wall Street Journal reported. Yellen said that 
any eventual peace agreement would involve a review of the penalties the US and its allies have 
imposed on Russia’s economy, according to the Journal. “I suppose in the context of some peace 
agreement, adjustment of sanctions is possible and could be appropriate,” Yellen said in an 
interview in Indonesia, where she is attending the G20 summit. 

e Russia’s education minister, Sergey Kravstov, has said that military training will return to 
Russian schools next September, according to the latest update by the UK’s Ministry of 
Defence. The programme is supported by Russia’s Ministry of Defence, which states that no less 
than 140 hours per academic year should be devoted to this training. 

e Ukraine will decide on the timing and contents of any negotiation framework with Russia, 
according to a readout of a meeting between the US secretary of state, Antony Blinken, and the 
Ukrainian foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, at the Asean summit in Cambodia in Phnom Penh. 

e Vladimir Putin has spoken to his Iranian counterpart, Ebrahim Raisi, by phone and both 
leaders placed emphasis on deepening political, trade and economic cooperation, the Kremlin 
said in a statement on Saturday. The discussion of “‘a number of topical issues on the bilateral 
agenda” also including the transport and logistics sector, the Kremlin said. It did not say when the 
phone call took place and made no mention of Iranian arms supplies to Moscow. 

e Russia said there was no agreement yet to extend a deal allowing Ukraine to export grain via 
the Black Sea, repeating its insistence on unhindered access to world markets for its own food and 
fertiliser exports, Reuters reported. 

e Ukraine has used the Cop27 climate talks to address how Russia’s invasion is causing an 


environmental as well as humanitarian catastrophe, with fossil fuels a key catalyst of the 
country’s destruction. 
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HEADLINE | 11/13 Ukraine: Russian war crimes in Kherson 


SOURCE | https://)www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/13/mines-looting-no-power-kherson-assesses-damage-after- 
russian-retreat 


GIST After two nights of jubilation following the liberation of their city, the people of Kherson on Sunday 
began to assess the extent of the damage wreaked by eight long months of Russian occupation, with 
residents still without electricity and water. 


On Sunday, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy accused Russian soldiers of war crimes and killing 
civilians in Kherson. “Investigators have already documented more than 400 Russian war crimes. 
Bodies of dead civilians and servicemen have been found. The Russian army left behind the same 
savagery it did in other regions of the country it entered,” he said. 


He also said Russian forces had destroyed key infrastructure before retreating, while the mayor of 
Kherson said the humanitarian situation was “severe” because of a lack of medicine and bread. 


Thousands of mines, tripwires and unexploded shells have been left by the troops. 


Roman Golovnya, an adviser to the city’s local administration, said: “Russian occupying forces and 
collaborators did everything possible to make those people who remained in the city suffer as much as 
possible during these days, weeks and months of waiting.” 


The retreating Russians comprehensively destroyed all critical infrastructure including communications, 
electricity, water, heat, a 100-metre-tall TV tower and at least four bridges. 


The Ukrainian authorities are trying to assess the damage to the Nova Kakhovka dam, on the Dnipro 
River, about 40 miles to the north-east, which the Russians attempted to blow up during their 
withdrawal. Satellite images show signs of destruction “with sections of the dam and sluice gates 
destroyed”. However, it is not clear if the structural integrity of the reservoir is at risk. With a water 
volume of 18.2 cubic km, if destroyed the Kakhovka reservoir could flood a huge area, including the 
city of Kherson. 


People have testified that Russian troops carried out rampant looting in the city, stealing private cars, 
washing machines, microwaves, women’s clothes and other household goods. They removed 15,000 
exhibits from Kherson’s art museum and stole the bones of Grigory Potemkin, Catherine the Great’s 
friend and lover, from a crypt in the city’s cathedral. 


On Sunday it emerged they had also taken most of the animals from Kherson’s zoo. Llamas, wolves, 
donkeys, racoons and squirrels were all shipped to Crimea. “The zoo’s racoon was stolen not by some 
stupid soldier but by the Russian command,” said Oleksandr Todorchuk, the head of UAnimals, which 
rescues animals in war. 


Ukrainians accused Russians of blowing up dozens of schools across the province, further damaging the 
prospects of children who have already missed nine months of lessons. In the occupied village of Mala 
Oleksandrivka, Russian soldiers converted the local school into a military base and parked their tanks 
next to the sports field. In Mylove — liberated on Thursday — they blew up the main school and nursery 
as they rolled out in armoured vehicles. About 300 people stayed in the village during the occupation, 
including teenagers and children of primary school age. They waved at visiting cars and smiled. 


“Our kids have had no education since 24 February,” said Serhii Melnikov, a local resident. With little 
or no internet, it had been difficult for students to access online education, he said, adding that the 
village was without power, water and gas, a situation typical across the rural Kherson area. 


Utility companies on Sunday said they were working flat out to restore connections. They said it would 
take at least a month before electricity could be restored to the city of Kherson. In some of the region’s 

northern communities closest to the former frontline, power may be restored as early as next week, they 
said. 


However, Iryna, a resident from Kherson city, said in a Telegram channel that the hope that light and 
water would be restored in a short time remained distant. “The guys are already doing a lot, but we need 
to look reality in the eyes,” she added. “The electricity today, tomorrow and even the day after 
tomorrow will not appear ... everything will be later, we just need to be patient and wait.” 


Yulianna, another resident from Kherson, said: “The war is still going on in the country and in our city. 
We had been waiting for eight months, we can wait for more weeks. The most important thing is that 
the city has been liberated.” 


As has already happened in other Ukrainian regions occupied by the Russians at the start of their 
invasion, the first move of the Moscow troops was to destroy the telecommunication towers. For nearly 
eight months, the people of Kherson have been cut off from the world, from time and space. The lack of 
telephone networks has meant no more contact with the outside world. On Saturday, a wifi hotspot was 
set up next to the main bus station using a satellite dish, with passersby able to log on. 


Some have already started gathering wood in preparation for a cold and bleak winter. 


According to US officials, the Kremlin’s decision to pull out of Kherson was based in part on concerns 
that its soldiers would “be cut off from supplies as winter set in”. 


Additional security measures were being carried out, as military police checked the documents of local 

people and hunted for Russian soldiers and saboteurs who might have disguised themselves as civilians. 
The regional governor, Yaroslav Yanushevych, said the authorities would maintain a curfew from Spm 

to 8am and ban people from entering or leaving the city. 


“The enemy mined all critical infrastructure objects. We are trying to meet within a few days and [then] 
open the city,” he told Ukrainian TV, adding that mobile phone operations could start working on 
Sunday. 


Mines left behind by Russian forces are becoming one of Ukraine’s biggest challenges, especially as it 
rushes to clean up and restore the ruins. According to Kyiv, more than 2,000 explosive items from 
booby traps to mines have already been removed. 


In Kharkiv region, two roadworkers were killed and four injured by a mine while trying to re-tarmac the 
road in a formerly occupied area. 


Zelenskiy said the Ukrainian army’s spectacular counteroffensive would continue. 


“We will definitely reach our state border — all sections of the internationally recognised border of 
Ukraine,” Zelesnkiy said. He promised the de-occupation of the southern cities of Henichesk — named 
by Russia as its new administrative “capital” for the Kherson region — and Melitopol. 


His statement suggests Crimea — illegally annexed by Moscow in 2014 — is an active Ukrainian military 
target. 
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11/13 Arrest that shocked the firefighting world 


ps://www.thequardian.com/world/2022/nov/13/prescribed-burn-fire-chief-arrest-oreqon-new-mexico 
GIST Hours before Rick Snodgrass was cuffed and loaded into a squad car, he’d called the sheriff himself. The 
United States Forest Service burn boss had requested the help of local law enforcement in Grant county, 
Oregon, reporting his crew was being harassed while conducting a controlled burn within the Malheur 
national forest. 


It was the second burn that crews had conducted in the area in two weeks, with flames intended to char 
around 300 acres. But that warm October afternoon, the treatment did not go according to plan. 


Flames jumped their bounds, licking more than a dozen acres of private land beyond the planned 
perimeter. Wary of federal agencies and frustrated that some of their fences burned, the family that owned 
the property dialed 9-1-1. Soon after, Snodgrass was arrested for reckless burning, a Class A misdemeanor 
that carries a penalty of up to a year in jail and $6,250 fine. 


The arrest of a fire chief over a burn gone wrong — an unprecedented event, according to people in the 
wildland firefighting system — has sent shockwaves through the field and has sparked fears that growing 
public pushback will hamper this essential work. Locals — including the sheriff who arrested Snodgrass — 
claim there were serious issues with the actions taken by the federal agency and they are calling for more 
accountability as fire dangers grow. 


While parts of Oregon have a long history of distrust towards government agencies, concerns like these are 
not confined to the state. Across the American west, the eruption of long-simmering tensions between the 
authorities conducting prescribed burns and those opposed to them has only added to the increasing 
obstacles — and urgency — posed by a warming world. 


Prosecutors haven’t filed charges against Snodgrass yet, pending investigation. Even if they determine 
charges are unwarranted, experts are concerned the arrest is enough to have a chilling effect on a practice 
considered critical to mitigate the growing wildfire risk. 


“Tt sends the wrong message,” said John Battles, a professor of Forest Ecology at the University of 
California, Berkeley, about the arrest, noting that it comes as scientists and officials are hoping to increase 
healthy burning and incentivize sluggish agencies to be more aggressive. 


Prescribed fire has a lot of benefits, Battles added, “but it brings that element of risk, and we have to 
somehow learn to live with it and socialize it.” 


When smoke from the prescribed burn filled the skies over Seneca, Oregon, with smoke on 19 October, 
Tonna Holliday was filled with anger. 


Like all prescribed burns undertaken by the USFS, the fire had been planned for years, undergoing an 
elaborate environmental review and then layers of oversight. Plans had been evaluated up to the moment 
when flames touched the ground, with multiple officials required to sign off. But that hadn’t helped 
assuage Holliday and her family. 


Holliday and her two siblings operate the multi-generational Windy Point Cattle Company. They were on 
the scene when the prescribed burn began, rushing to ensure that all their cattle that roam the lands were 
out of the burn area, and tensions ran high throughout the day. 


“The words that come out of my mouth can make any grown man think they need to go to church on 
Sunday,” Holliday conceded in an interview last week, when asked about reports of harassment allegedly 
called in by firefighters and forest service officials that day. 


Holliday claims she isn’t against controlled burns per se. But she and her family have long questioned 
whether the USFS is adequately addressing fire risks, arguing that firefighters didn’t do enough to stop a 
2015 fire that destroyed dozens of homes and barns in the area. “At that fire nobody was held accountable 
and they should have been,” Holliday said. 


“We also think the government has way too much control, just like a lot of people think,” she added. 

The sentiment is a common one in the region. The Holliday family’s property isn’t far from where a 
militia led by Ammon Bundy occupied areas in the Malheur national refuge in 2016, the culmination of a 
decades-long dispute about unpaid grazing fees and federal land policy. The altercation ended in a 


shootout with FBI officers that left one man dead and several arrests. 


While the Hollidays insist they aren’t affiliated with “extremists” and that they always pay their grazing 
fees, there’s a palpable mistrust of the government in the community. 


And this burn, she said, felt personal. 


When she says embers jumped from the burn onto their ranch, causing a small spot fire, she thought of the 
trees her grandfather had watched grow and the earth where her father’s ashes were scattered, she said: 
“When you see flames comin’ and it is burning up your land, you tend to act in a way you didn’t know you 
could act.” 


Sheriff Todd McKinley, who arrested Snodgrass, claimed that issues with the forest service actions’ go 
deeper than what’s already been told. He seconded the Hollidays’ concerns that conditions weren’t right to 
put flames on the ground safely. 


“There is usually some deeper issues going on and those will be revealed eventually,” he said without 
providing details. McKinley added, citing his 34 years volunteer fire service, he understands the need for 
forest treatments. 


“There are ways to do that to keep catastrophic wildfire from occurring and J have been dealing with that 
for years,” he said. “J think there’s a little more to how they go about that that needs dealt with.” 


For more than a century, the USFS and other state and federal agencies have strived to keep fire out. 
Deprived of its natural burn cycle, large areas across the American west became dense and crowded with 
vegetation. Infernos have been borne out of the disrupted cycles, with a devastating recipe of heat, 
drought, and parched overgrown forests increasingly leading to megafires. 


“Good fire”, controlled burns that cure and clear the lands, is one of the best tools to fight those infernos, 
experts say. But the shift to embracing the practice has been slow. Federal and state agencies that manage 
the forests are far behind while the scale and need continues to grow. Warming temperatures have 
impacted the windows during which burns can be conducted and increased risks. Plagued by staff 
shortages, the under-resourced federal agencies have also struggled to retain burn bosses who have the 
expertise required to execute the burns. 


Meanwhile, a small but vocal contingent of environmental activists have also pushed anti-treatment 
narratives online and challenged agencies in the courts, further hampering the efforts. 


Two prescribed burns in New Mexico that roared through communities and conjoined to become the 
largest blaze in the state’s history this spring only fueled public skepticism. In response, the forest service 
chief Randy Moore also issued a pause on prescribed burns for 90 days to assess protocols in a changing 
climate. But the burn ban also halted progress on plans years in the making. Now the agency is hoping to 
make big gains on burned acreage during the shoulder seasons when prescribed fires tend to be safer. The 
burns in Oregon was one of the first set rolled out with the new protocols, with more plans in the works 
through the winter as conditions allow. 


But without public support, crews say they feel the crunch from both sides, feeling the pressure to perform 
under increasingly uncertain conditions and pushback that only exacerbates the personal risks they have to 
take. 


USES declined to provide an official statement to media on the arrest, but Moore has issued a public 
response directed toward staff shaken by the incident. Noting that Snodgrass was “engaging in 
appropriate, coordinated and vital prescribed fire work alongside state and other colleagues approved and 
supported by the agency administrator”, he called the arrest “highly inappropriate” and said he would not 
“stand idly by without fully defending the burn boss and all employees carrying out their official duties as 
federal employees”. 


Emphasizing that prescribed fire is “a critical tool for reducing wildfire risk, protecting communities and 
improving the health and resiliency of the nation’s forest and grasslands” Moore added that the work can’t 
be done alone. “We must, and will, remain committed to learning and sharing the risk and responsibility 
together, always.” 


Despite the words of assurance, shock over the arrest has resonated. The burdens associated with the work 
are feeling heavier than ever, crews say, as pressure builds to achieve more while risks continue to mount. 
“When we have escapes there are consequences and it has impacted us all,” said a forest service official 
based in the Pacific north-west who requested anonymity for fear of retribution for speaking to the press. 


“After the escape in New Mexico they shut down all prescribed fire,” the USFS official said. “We thought 
with this arrest, shit, that’s just another roadblock and they are going to shut us down again — that just 
keeps deferring that risk.” 


The arrest, some officials fear, could also embolden other anti-treatment groups to get louder. “When we 
do have an escaped prescribed fire — which is very rare — then the whole world knows about it,” said Riva 
Duncan, a retired fire staff officer for the USFS, adding that social media has played a role in amplifying 
resistance to the work beyond local residents. 


Even if charges aren’t filed against Snodgrass, the action could impact the already precarious recruiting 
efforts in the agency. “There are some people who are thinking, “Geez, I don’t know if I want to do this 
job now,’” the forest service official said. 


McKinley, meanwhile, sees the arrest as a step toward stronger accountability. He also said it would serve 
to cool building tensions between local residents and the federal government similar to those that spilled 
over during the 2016 standoff. 


“T was elected to serve the people and protect them from whoever — whether it be the government that’s 
burning their places up or from the person breaking into their house,” he said. ““Now they feel like, they 
can’t just go burn my place up and not be held accountable.” 


But, there’s more to the story, McKinley said, demurring on details until the investigation is concluded. 


Regardless of what is revealed, John Battles, the forest ecology professor, says it will be key for agencies 
and experts to not only effectively communicate the benefits of burns — but also the risks. “We accept 
some level of risk for a big benefit and we have to get that thinking into this space,” he said, noting that for 
things like surgeries with similar success rates the public has embraced small amounts of uncertainty. 


“Well-run burns can still lead to escapes and we have to build that into our culture,” he said. “Because we 
can’t take it off the table — this is too beneficial and too efficient.” 
Return to Top 


11/13 China employs exit ban on foreign nationals 


ps://www.wsj.com/articles/china-us-exit-ban-diplomacy-11668357015?mod=hp_lead 
GIST BEIJING—It has been nearly five years since police here told Henry Cai, a U.S. citizen from California, 
that he couldn’t leave China. 


Just before Christmas 2017, he was stopped at the airport at the end of a business trip. Mr. Cai later 
learned somebody was trying to force him to pay an outstanding debt of several million dollars owed by a 
Beijing company where he was a director and shareholder. 


He thought it was a misunderstanding and expected it to be sorted out quickly. And yet here he remains, 
stuck in China, the target of a form of Chinese justice known as an exit ban. 


His is believed to be the longest-running case of such legal purgatory for an American businessman. Now 
61 years old, Mr. Cai has wrangled with China’s judicial bureaucracy, tested the limits of U.S. diplomacy 
and depleted his savings. 


In an interview with The Wall Street Journal he said he fears deteriorating U.S.-China relations—which 
are in the spotlight with the first meeting between President Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping as heads 
of state on Monday—have worsened his quandary. 


The U.S. has accused China of using exit bans on Americans and other foreigners “without fair and 
transparent process under the law.” Diplomats say Americans trapped in legal jeopardy abroad 
increasingly occupy their time. 


Mr. Cai hasn’t been charged with a crime. Instead, court records outline a financial dispute between 
business partners that has included a police investigation. Mr. Cai said he is being squeezed to pay a debt 
that isn’t his. 


Like other foreigners under exit ban, Mr. Cai can move around freely within China. Between his court 
dates and visits to the U.S. Embassy, he studies Chinese dynastic history and Western philosophers like 
Hegel from a spare bedroom in his 73-year-old brother’s Beijing apartment. 


Videoconferencing keeps him connected to his wife in Laguna Hills, Calif., and their adult children, but he 
feels helpless in the face of their challenges. 


Last year, Mr. Cai’s 23-year-old daughter Caroline fell seriously ill; she remains in treatment. His wife, 
Elaine, a mathematics tutor, has added students and taken on substitute-teaching opportunities. Their 27- 
year-old son Justin now shoulders payments on a line of credit taken out against the family home. 


Not being there in a family crisis made Mr. Cai despair. “I thought my life was totally destroyed,” he said. 


Legal clash 
The U.S. increasingly clashes with China over legal issues involving citizens that test the countries’ 
diametrically opposed judicial philosophies. 


Legal experts say virtually any party to a civil dispute in China involving a foreign national can ask local 
police to add their opponent’s name to a national database of exit bans that police check at every airport, 
railway station and other border crossing. 


Courts in the U.S. sometimes order foreign nationals to surrender their passports, primarily defendants in 
criminal cases, who have the right to appeal such an order. It is rare that a party in a U.S. civil case is 
blocked from traveling, legal experts say. 


U.S. authorities say they don’t know how many Americans face exit bans in China, as targets of such bans 
often fear that involving diplomats could be viewed as provocative and deepen their predicament. An 
advocate for detainees in China, John Kamm, who chairs the San Francisco-based Dui Hua Foundation, 
estimates as many as 30 U.S. citizens are unable to leave China due to exit bans, on top of up to 200 
detained in the country on what Dui Hua calls arbitrary grounds. Dui Hua said there is a legal basis for 
China’s exit bans but that their application is opaque and regulations are vague. 


China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it isn’t familiar with Mr. Cai’s case but said Chinese law fully 
protects the rights and interests of litigants in such situations. The Ministry of Public Security didn’t 


respond to a written request for comment. 


A USS. State Department spokesman said, “We are providing all appropriate consular services to Mr. Cai 
and are in close contact with him and his family as he seeks to return home to the United States.” 


“We frequently stress to China’s government—including at the highest levels—our concern about China’s 
use of exit bans on U.S. citizens without notification or transparent means to resolve them,” he added. 


East to West 


Mr. Cai grew up in relative privilege in Beijing. He earned a degree in aerospace engineering and briefly 
taught at the Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, but in 1988 followed his wife, also born 
in China, to California, where she was pursuing a master’s degree in aerospace material science. 


The following year, Beijing cracked down on pro-democracy students in Tiananmen Square. The couple 
decided to remain in the U.S. They became citizens and adopted Western names. 


Around a decade ago, Mr. Cai invested in a company owned by one of his former students, a Beijing 
maker of printed circuit boards for automobile dashboards, Kaidisi Science and Technology Co., on hopes 
he would potentially profit big in an initial public offering. 


In late 2015, the company, known as KDS, borrowed money to help it get over what it thought would be a 
temporary hump. Mr. Cai, who public records show has a roughly 8% stake in the company, said he 
verbally agreed along with other insiders to use his shares as a guarantee of repayment until longer-term 
bank-credit lines kicked in. 


It didn’t go as planned: Cash-flow and other problems worsened and KDS halted manufacturing. Banks 
withdrew and the founder became increasingly hard to reach, Mr. Cai said. In 2017, Mr. Cai entered China 
five times, largely to deal with the situation at KDS. 


After he was stopped at the airport that December, Mr. Cai engaged a lawyer and began searching 
courthouses in Beijing for lawsuits against him. He found two linked to KDS’s debt, including one in 
which the court had issued an exit ban. 


“The foreign national is prohibited from exiting China as decided by a People’s Court for involvement in a 
pending civil case,” said a one-page notice. 


Mr. Cai said he had confidence his exit ban might be lifted in 2018 when then-President Donald 

Trump met Mr. Xi, the Chinese leader, in Argentina. Such hopes were dashed when Canadian officials, at 
the U.S.’s request, detained Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial officer of China’s Huawei Technologies 
Co. Days later, Canadians Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig were jailed in China. 


The arrests marked a turning point in the Sino-U.S. relationship. Mr. Cai would have to wait. 


Prisoner swap 

A resurgence of what the U.S. has called hostage diplomacy—by China, but also Russia, Iran, Venezuela, 
North Korea and Turkey—has reached such proportions that Mr. Biden in a July executive order declared 
it a national emergency. The order promised “tangible consequences” including sanctions on anyone 
involved in wrongfully detaining Americans abroad. 


Speaking by phone with Mr. Xi the following week, Mr. Biden requested that he take steps to lift exit bans 
on Americans stuck in China. 


By then, exit bans had become enmeshed in a broader tit-for-tat, in which both governments accused each 
other of using legal maneuvers to target the other’s citizens for political goals. 


Under a delicate prisoner swap last year, the Chinese executive held in Canada, Ms. Meng, was permitted 
to return home after spending three years fighting U.S. efforts to have her extradited. Simultaneously, 
China released the two jailed Canadians. 


In a breakthrough negotiated alongside that deal, China lifted exit bans on American siblings Victor Liu 
and Cynthia Liu. The two, who had faced no allegations of wrongdoing, had said publicly that China’s 
government was blocking their departure in hopes of encouraging their long-estranged father, a former 
Chinese government official who has never commented publicly, to return to China and face corruption 
charges. 


A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman at the time said the police lifted restrictions on the siblings “in 
light of progress in an investigation into their parents’ cases.” She defended exit bans as an “independent 
judicial procedure.” The Lius’ lawyer declined to comment. Their mother remains jailed in China. 


Following those developments, a bipartisan group of 15 U.S. senators and members of Congress last 
November urged Mr. Biden to give priority to the release of Kai Li, a U.S. citizen serving a 10-year prison 
sentence in China since 2016 on what his family and U.S. officials call trumped-up charges of espionage 
and theft of state secrets. Mr. Li remains in prison in China. 


The State Department publicly warned of the exit-ban risk in January 2019, citing a rising threat 
Americans visiting China might not be permitted to leave. The travel advisory, which remains in force, 
said U.S. citizens of Chinese heritage may face additional scrutiny or harassment. 


Mr. Cai now refers to himself as a “bargaining chip” in U.S.-China relations. Yet, outside of a handful of 
American diplomats and politicians, few know about his circumstances. 


In their Laguna Hills neighborhood, Mr. Cai used to walk the family beagle, Lucky. Initially, when 
neighbors asked about his absence, his wife told them he was traveling in China. More recently, she has 
tried to explain the truth, which she said has merely puzzled them. Lucky died in September. 


A series of exit bans 

Some of the money KDS borrowed in 2015 came from an investment firm linked to one of its directors, 
who had previously worked as a Chinese securities regulator. Mr. Cai said he had recruited this person to 
invest in the circuit-board maker in hopes he could help it go public. 


Mr. Cai’s signature appears on key documents presented in court related to KDS’s debt, but he said it was 
fraudulently appended. Battling through four levels of court, Mr. Cai has generally lost the argument that 
he doesn’t have an obligation associated with KDS’s debt. 


The exit ban that blocked his late 2017 effort to leave China expired in early 2019 and a second one was 
withdrawn later that year. A few days later, Mr. Cai tried to catch a flight to Los Angeles. 


At passport control, police surrounded him. There was a third exit ban, this time due to a criminal 
proceeding involving KDS. 


Mr. Cai said he was instructed to report to a police station in northern Beijing for questioning. An officer 
there told Mr. Cai that he was a suspect in a fraud investigation and that cases like his could drag on for 10 
years. 


“[The] United States cannot protect you,” Mr. Cai recalled being told, according to a memo he sent to the 
embassy. Mr. Cai said he hasn’t heard much more about the investigation, though an associated exit ban 
remains in effect. 


In 2020, Mr. Cai was hit with a fourth exit ban in connection with another civil case tied to KDS’s debt. It 
also remains in effect. 


Court filings show the plaintiff in that case, another KDS creditor, has argued vigorously for Mr. Cai to be 
blocked from leaving China until the debt, which with interest and penalties now amounts to around $10 
million, is repaid. 


Neither of the creditors provided comment for this article. 
Mr. Cai’s most difficult moment came when his daughter got sick. Months after graduating from the 


University of Southern California, Caroline landed in a hospital with a rare type of anemia. Doctors 
determined she needed an emergency bone-marrow transplant to save her life. After her father was 


Return to Top 


identified as a potential donor, the U.S. Embassy helped the family request that Chinese authorities grant 
Mr. Cai an emergency medical release. 


It went nowhere, and Caroline wrote a letter: “My dying wish is to have my father at my side.” Mr. Cai 
also appealed to a court, where a judge expressed sympathy but deferred to a lawyer for the plaintiff, who 
accused Mr. Cai of grandstanding by using the U.S. Embassy “to show off in front of the Chinese people,” 
according to a transcript. 


The immediate crisis passed when immunotherapy improved Caroline’s condition. Still, Mr. Cai began to 
cry as he recalled the stress of those days. “I would like the whole world to know what happened,” he said. 


11/14 International students return to US colleges 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.wsj.com/articles/international-students-return-to-u-s-colleges-though-enrollments-still-fall- 
short-11668379564?mod=hp listb_pos2 

International students returned to U.S. college and university campuses in droves last fall, with schools 
recovering a portion of the enrollment they lost when visas were hard to come by and the nation closed 
its borders during the depths of the pandemic. 


Enrollment by international students rose by 3.8% to 948,519 in the 2021-2022 school year, compared 
with 914,095 the prior year, according to a new report by the nonprofit Institute of International 
Education and U.S. State Department. 


That gain was fueled by graduate students and was attributed to pent-up demand by those who had 
deferred their enrollment until they could move to campus. New-student enrollments jumped by 80%, to 
261,961 in the 2021-2022 school year. 


An early snapshot from this school year, collected by IIE and nine partner higher-education 
associations, shows a continued uptick in enrollments from overseas, across all academic levels. That 
survey, based on responses from more than 630 schools, showed total international enrollment rose by 
9%, and new-student enrollment ticked up by 7%. 


“The data show that U.S. institutions’ doors are open for international students,” said Mirka Martel, 
IIE’s head of research, evaluation and learning. 


Though the trend is positive for U.S. institutions, international-student enrollment is still far off 
prepandemic levels; the U.S. had roughly 147,000 more students in undergraduate, graduate and 
nondegree courses or in postgraduate optional practical training programs in the 2018-2019 school 
year. 


Foreign students flocked to the U.S. for decades, their tuition dollars providing colleges with a reliable 
revenue stream. That upward trajectory slowed in the years ahead of the pandemic, as foreign students 
opted for alternatives elsewhere in the world and federal immigration policy limited their opportunities 
to stay in the U.S. after graduation. 


International students at U.S. schools contributed $33.8 billion to the U.S. economy in the 2021-2022 
school year, according to another report released Monday by NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators. 


The Georgia Institute of Technology, a top U.S. destination for foreign students, enrolled 8,040 
international students in the 2021-2022 school year, a 42% jump from the prior year—and nearly 20% 
above its previous record. 


Paul Kohn, Georgia Tech’s vice provost for enrollment management, attributes much of the increase to 
a backlog of students who couldn’t get to campus during the height of the pandemic. 


“We took a posture of trying to figure out how we could help them,” he said, including deferring 
admissions when needed. “That created some loyalty” when students could return to the U.S. 


Applications from India surpassed those from China at Georgia Tech for the first time last year, for 
students who enrolled this fall. Dr. Kohn said the school’s state-mandated standardized test requirement 
for undergraduates likely had a chilling effect in China, where testing sites have been particularly hard 
to come by. 


China remains the top country of origin for international students in the U.S., but its dominance has 
waned in recent years. Roughly 291,000 Chinese students were in the U.S. in the 2021-2022 school 
year, the lowest figure since the 2013-2014 year. Enrollment peaked at 372,532 in the 2019-2020 school 
year. 


Meanwhile, India recovered from a pandemic dip, hitting its second highest year on record in the 2021- 
2022 year with 199,182 students in the U.S. Enrollment of students from India has roughly doubled 
over the past decade. 


Other notable enrollment trends include South Korea, which saw an increase in students enrolled in 
U.S. colleges, ending a more-than-decadelong decline, and Saudi Arabia, which marked its sixth 
straight year of double-digit-percentage declines. 
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11/13 No Christmas, Hanukkah décor: King Co. 


ps://mynorthwest.com/3712678/rantz-king-county-qoes-to-war-with-christmas-hanukkah-decorations/ 
GIST You can celebrate LGBT Pride and wear a Black Lives Matter button throughout your day as a King 
County employee. But you better not show a nativity set or menorah on your digital workspace or your 
home office. 


King County Human Resources warned employees not to decorate their workspaces with overtly 
Christmas or Hanukkah decorations. They fear decorations may offend employees. 


Gloria Ngezaho, Workforce Equity Manager for the Department of Human Resources, authored a memo 
titled “Guidelines for Holiday Decorations for King County Employees” to outline expectations. It says 
the county “remains committed to honoring the diversity in its workforce and is fortunate to have 
employees from many diverse backgrounds.” 


Just don’t go too far. 


“Before adding any decorations to your workspace (including your virtual workspace), consider the likely 
effect of such decorations on all of the employees in and outside your work group,” reads the memo 
obtained by the Jason Rantz Show on KTTH by a county staffer who found it posted internally last week. 


County employees feign hostility 

The county has employees so hostile to religious symbols (real or perceived), it focuses warnings 
primarily on virtual backgrounds. This presumably extends to your office home office if it’s shown on 
webcam. 


“Some employees may not share your religion, practice any religion, or share your enthusiasm for holiday 
decorations. Displays of religious symbols may only be displayed in an employee’s personal workspace. 
Religious symbols should not be displayed in or as a background to an employee’s virtual workspace,” the 
memo explains. 


The memo says you cannot include Nativity sets or menorahs. But the list of symbols banned from virtual 
display extends well beyond what you would display for the holidays: stars of David, a cross or a crucifix, 
and images of Jesus or Mary. 


To ensure that HR isn’t accused of focusing exclusively on Christians and Jews, even though that appears 
to be the intent, the memo warns against the dharma wheel, crescent and star, aum, khanda, and a nine- 
pointed star. None of these symbols are displayed for the holiday season. 


You can, however, decorate with snowflakes, wreaths, and holly. You can even show pine trees, “so long 
as they are not decorated with religious symbols.” 


Keep it private 
Common areas must be completely free from decorations employees or members of staff will feign 
offense over. 


“For those who are not teleworking, common areas within work units are considered a public area. These 
spaces are shared by multiple employees in the performance of their jobs. Such areas would include 
breakrooms, conference rooms, and reception areas. Religious symbols are not appropriate in these areas, 
because it may cause disruption to co-workers or members of the public that do not share that particular 
religion,” the memo claims. 


The memo states that, as a public institution, it “cannot appear to support any particular religion.” And the 
guidelines apply to holiday gatherings. 


“It’s been a number of years, but we were told we can’t wish anyone a “Merry Christmas.” People were 
literally reported to HR if they put it in their e-mail(s),” a county staffer emailed the Jason Rantz Show on 
KTTH. “Years ago the Christmas party (red/green decor) became a Holiday party with silver/blue decor 
and no holiday music. It then became the annual party with nothing.” 


11/14 Fighting-age men in Russia still hiding 


tonpost.com/world/2022/11/14/russia-young-men-hiding-mobilization/ 
GIST Although Russian President Vladimir Putin and his defense minister, Sergei Shoigu, proclaimed the 
completion of their mobilization of 300,000 new soldiers, many fighting-age Russian men remain in 
hiding — still fearful of being seized by military recruiters and sent to fight, and die, in a failing war. 


While records of border crossings to neighboring countries documented more than 300,000 who left 
Russia in the weeks after the start of mobilization, there is no data on the number of men who hid inside 
the country, but the number is also believed to be in the thousands. 


Among them is a young IT worker in southern Russia, now living in a tent in the forest. 


Like others eligible for military service, the IT worker quickly began planning to run after Putin issued his 
mobilization decree on Sept. 21 — frantically checking outbound flights, which spiked in price every time 
he hit the refresh button. 


Then, he had an epiphany: If he couldn’t afford to flee Russia or leave his family and friends behind, he 
could at least escape civilization and the state’s military conscription system. So, he took a week off from 
work and drove to hide in the woods. 


“T feared that I’d get drafted if I go to the store or that someone will come to my house,” the IT worker, 
who shares his experiences on a Telegram blog under the pseudonym Adam Kalinin, said in a phone 
interview. He requested anonymity because he is hiding from the authorities. 


The Washington Post interviewed five other men who have spent recent weeks hiding in rented 
apartments, country houses, and even a music studio. Some were interviewed by phone, others agreed to 
be visited by a photographer in their places of hiding. Although they come from different backgrounds, 
professions, and family circumstances, they expressed an identical goal: to avoid killing, or being killed, in 
Ukraine. 


In the interviews, most said that they still don’t feel safe from Putin’s war machine, and they each 
requested anonymity to avoid being identified by the authorities. 


“I’m not rushing to go back to normal lifestyle,” said a 38-year-old lab technician who was ambushed by a 
group of police and enlistment officers who handed him a summons at his home in late September. 


He did not sign it and decided not to show up at the assembly point the next day, as demanded. Instead, he 
hid at a cottage house outside Moscow, while notices piled up on his apartment door. 


Eventually, he had to return to the city for work but swapped his car for a bike to avoid traffic police and 
wore a mask, wary of Moscow’s vast CCTV network with built-in facial recognition system. 


“T didn’t have a place to flee to, nor a way to work remotely,” he said when asked whether he considered 
going abroad. Having served in the Russian military before, the lab technician said he wants to avoid 
experiencing that again, but said he doesn’t feel “unambiguous support for either side” in the war. 


The IT worker and his wife were always avid campers, so he had most of what he needed to evade the 
enlistment officers: a sleeping bag, a saw, a gas burner. He also bought solar panels, a tent for winter 
fishing and a satellite dish to keep working online. 


Shoigu’s public statements that the mobilization was finished brought little peace of mind to the IT worker 
or other Russian men in hiding. No legal decree has been issued formally ending the conscription drive. 


So the IT worker, who calls himself pacifist, is now living his second month as an antiwar recluse. 


For the IT worker, his daily commute is now walking three minutes from his “home” to his “office” — a 
separate tent set higher in a clearing, the only location nearby with a relatively stable internet connection. 


He cooks on an open fire and said he misses hot showers and fresh fruit but that his living conditions were 
still far better than those of mobilized men sent to Ukraine. Hundreds of Russia’s new conscripts, many 
poorly equipped and given little training, have already been killed, according to Russian media — 
reinforcing the IT worker’s decision to stay in hiding. 


“The very first news that came out of mobilization is how people are missing basic gear, or the conditions 
they are in,” he said, referring to reports of senior officers forcing new soldiers to buy their own 
bulletproof vests or sleep in dilapidated, unheated barracks. 


“They are suffering even before they get to the front line and can easily get, say, pneumonia, and no one 
will care, which put it into perspective for me,” he said. “I’m either mobilized and put into something akin 
to a prison, where you have no rights, just obligations, or I stay here, where I still have many problems and 
issues, but I am free.” 


With Russia’s casualties continuing to climb and troops inevitably requiring rotation, there is little doubt 
additional reinforcements will be needed. 


“For how long the hundreds of thousands of mobilized servicemen have been sent to the Armed Forces is 
unknown,” Pavel Chikov, a lawyer with Agora, a human rights group, wrote on Telegram. “Sooner or 
later ... either because of death, injury and other reasons their places will need to be filled with recruits.” 


A 24-year-old financial consultant from Moscow was a key target for enlistment officers because of his 
prior service as a special operations soldier, and they tried hard to track him down, he told The Post. 


First, the apartment door at his declared address — all Russians are required to register with the authorities 
— was plastered with draft notices. The financial consultant, who lives elsewhere, never picked them up. 


Then, the local commissariat sent a notice to his office. Under Russian law, employers are obliged to hand 
them to staff, or risk hefty fines. Instead, his company fired him on paper but allowed him to work 
remotely in an unofficial capacity. 


Days before the mobilization was supposed to end, military recruiters went to the apartment with a police 
escort and questioned the tenants living there about the ex-soldier’s whereabouts. 


From the start of mobilization, the financial consultant, who graduated from a naval academy, said he 
knew he would be summoned. “I wore the uniform for six years,” he said. “So I already prepared myself 
for this.” 


When Putin issued the degree, his family wanted him to flee to Kazakhstan but he refused to leave, fearing 
he would get stopped at the border or worse — labeled a deserter. His former military colleagues were also 
bombarded with notices. 


But the consultant said he was not willing to fight and die in a pointless conflict. 


“T think this is absolutely not my war, and there is nothing for me to do there,” he said. “Knowing the 
mechanics of the military, it’s gruesome to realize how many civilians are dying.” He added, “On a 
political level, I don’t even get involved there and I don’t even want to know what they are fighting for 
there. But on a personal, moral level I don’t want this to be happening.” 


He went into hiding at a dacha, or country house, then rotated through several friends’ apartments in the 
Moscow region. “I avoided all public transport,” he said. “I refused to go to the office under any 
circumstances, and you wouldn’t see me in public places.” After Putin declared the mobilization complete, 
the consultant returned to his rental apartment but still keeps a low profile. 


A 40-year-old music producer in Moscow, who underwent military training in university, also had 
enlistment officers repeatedly bang on the door of an apartment he owns but rents out. 


“T am against the war, I’ve never hit anyone in my life,” the producer said, sitting in a dimly-lit room of 
his music studio adored with Soviet paraphernalia. “When issues are being solved through violence, this 
is the most primitive way, a return to the animal state.” 


The producer moved away from his wife and children and spent nights on a couch in the studio, rattled 
after hearing that his friend, also in hiding, got handed a notice by police who stopped his car. 


Most of the producer’s friends left Russia, and his wife pleaded with him to follow suit, even threatening 
to divorce him. But he refused, saying he would not let Putin “steamroll” the life he built in Moscow. 


“T’ve never held onto Russia, I always considered myself a man of the world,” the producer said. “But 

when the war began, that somehow reversed my thought process. ... I’ve decided that I am not running 
away. I am a full-fledged resident of this country and because someone went off the rails, this does not 
mean I should give up my house, my convictions and my work.” 


He continues to live “outside the system” — avoiding the subway, crossing the street if he sees anyone in 
a uniform and mostly keeping his phone off to avoid being tracked. “I think you have to pick a strategy of 
maximum security if you have decided to stay here,” he said. “The situation can turn for the worse. The 
rumor is there will be a second enlistment wave, then maybe a third.” 


11/12 Bellevue evolved by neighborhood to city 


ps://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/how-bellevue-has-evolved-neiqhborhood-by-neighborhood/ 
GIST If you’ ve lived in the Seattle area for many years, you may remember a time when Bellevue was a fairly 
homogenous quiet bedroom community for Seattle. 


Those days are long gone. Bellevue has evolved into a city in its own right, one with distinct 
neighborhoods and a diverse population — by some measures, more diverse than Seattle’s. 


“Remember they used to call it ‘Blahvue’?” said Bellevue Mayor Lynne Robinson, with a laugh. “Now 
it’s an exciting place to be that attracts all kinds of people. ... It’s really inspiring to me.” 


I used the latest data to explore differences among Bellevue’s neighborhoods along five factors: Language 
spoken at home, household income, how many people work in tech, how many are renting versus how 
many are homeowners and how many residents are married with children. 


The data comes from the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey for 2020. To approximate 
Bellevue’s neighborhoods, I used data from census tracts, which are relatively small areas with around 
3,000 to 6,000 residents, with some exceptions. For Bellevue, I used 37 tracts, but they don’t line up 
perfectly with the city’s borders. I included tracts that were largely in Bellevue, and excluded those that 
were mostly in a neighboring area. 


Language spoken at home 

When I wrote that Bellevue was once demographically homogenous, I wasn’t kidding. The 1970 census 
showed the city was 98% white. Today, people of color make up more than half of Bellevue’s population. 
The city’s Asian population, at around 62,000 or 41%, is nearly as large as its white population. 


Bellevue is not just racially diverse — it’s also linguistically diverse. 


“We have one hundred languages spoken here in Bellevue,” Robinson said. “It is one of the most diverse 
cities in Washington state. ... It really makes for a richer community.” 


Almost 40% of its residents were born outside the United States, and the share who speak a foreign 
language at home is even higher. 


Among the population 5 and older, 44% do not speak only English at home. That’s twice as high as in 
Seattle. Nearly a quarter of Bellevue residents speak an Asian language at home, and 5% speak Spanish. 
Another 13% speak an Indo-European language other than Spanish. 


The area with the lowest share of English-only speakers is part of Bellevue’s downtown/Bel-Red section, 
in a census tract that runs from the Overlake Medical Center east to 148th Avenue Northeast. Only around 
one-quarter of the residents speak just English at home. This is primarily a commercial and industrial part 
of Bellevue, but there have recently been a number of apartment complexes constructed in an area now 
called the Spring District, in anticipation of a light-rail station scheduled to open in 2024. 


A wealthy area along the Lake Washington waterfront in the Newport neighborhood has the highest 
percentage of English-only speakers. But even here, nearly 1 out of 4 residents speak a language other than 
English at home. 


Median household income 
Bellevue has long been among the more affluent suburban cities in the Seattle area. The 2000 census 
showed the median household income in Bellevue was nearly 50% higher than the U.S. median. 


But today’s Bellevue is on a different level — it’s easily one of the wealthiest mid-sized cities in the 
nation. The typical home is valued at around $1.5 million, according to Zillow. And the median household 


income — $144,000 — is more than double the U.S. median. There are only three cities of at least 
100,000 residents in the nation with higher incomes than Bellevue, and all three are in Silicon Valley. 


“There are no starter homes in Bellevue,” Robinson said. But the city has made some progress, she said, 
noting the affordable housing stock has doubled since 2017, when it put in an affordable housing plan. 
“And we plan to put in far more affordable housing in all ranges of affordability,” she said. 


There is a wide range of income levels across Bellevue neighborhoods. In five census tracts, the median 
household income was less than $100,000. The lowest median was in a tract that straddles the Crossroads 
and Lake Hills neighborhoods, at around $70,600. This is a diverse area with a mix of Asian, white and 
Hispanic residents. Nearly half the population in this area was born outside the U.S. More than 60% live in 
a rental unit. 


The highest-income tract in Bellevue is on the Newport waterfront, the same one with the highest 
percentage who speak only English at home. The median household income here was $240,800. This 
neighborhood is largely made up of married couples (72% of households), and 90% own their home. 


Tech workers 

The tech industry has been the main driver behind growing wealth in the Seattle area, and it started on the 
Eastside with Microsoft. The company had been headquartered in Bellevue before it moved to its 
Redmond campus in 1986. Today, many large tech companies have offices on the Eastside, and Amazon 
has focused much of its recent expansion in Bellevue. 


About 19,000 Bellevue residents work in a computer/mathematical occupation — that’s 26% of the 
employed population. That’s much higher than in Seattle, where about 14% of the workforce is in tech. 


Robinson points out that tech jobs bring with them other types of employment opportunities. “For every 
tech job that comes into Bellevue, service jobs come as well,” she said. “and we see that reflected in the 
community.” 


There are seven census tracts in Bellevue where more than a third of the employed population works in 
tech fields. In one tract in the northern part of the Bridle Trails, around 43% of the employed population 
— more than 800 people — work in tech. This area of Bellevue is very close to Redmond, and it’s likely 
many of these folks work at Microsoft. 


There are still some areas of Bellevue where relatively few people work in tech. In three census tracts, it’s 
less than 10%. The lowest percentage is in a census tract in the Eastgate/Factoria area, where only about 
8% work tech jobs. 


Population in rental units 

Most people in the Seattle area still probably think of Bellevue as a community primarily of single-family 
homes. And it certainly was for many years. There was even a time when you could walk through 
Bellevue’s downtown core and see folks washing their car in their driveway. 


The single-family homes in downtown Bellevue are long gone. And in fact, 2010 census data showed for 
the first time that single-family homes made up less than half (49%) of the housing units in the city. 


“Downtown is our fastest-growing neighborhood, and it is still only 70% built out,” Robinson said. 


Today, residential buildings with 10 or more apartments comprise 35% of housing units in Bellevue. And 
as you’d expect, the share of Bellevue residents who are renters has also increased. The most recent data 
shows 42% of Bellevue’s population are renters. 


Of course, some areas of the city are much more heavily skewed toward renters than others. In one area of 
downtown Bellevue, nearly everyone is a renter. The densely populated census tract that includes the 
Bellevue Library has around 3,200 residents, and about 97% are renters. 


This tract has demographics similar to many parts of downtown Seattle — lots of younger adults and very 
few children. Two-thirds of the residents here are between 20 and 39. But this area is more affluent than 
most renter-heavy parts of Seattle, with a median household income of $131,500. 


Many parts of Bellevue still have very few renters — and most of those who do rent are in single-family 
homes rather than apartments. In one census tract north of Coal Creek, in the south of Bellevue, only 4% 
of the roughly 3,000 residents live in a rented home. This is a very affluent part of Bellevue, with a median 
household income of about $190,000. The median age is 47.5, the highest in Bellevue, and more than 90% 
of the households are married couples. 


Married-with-kids households 

Like all the suburban cities that sprung up across the nation in the postwar era, Bellevue was built 
primarily for families. In 1970, 57% of the households in the city were married couples with children 
under 18, and 44% of the population was younger than 20. 


Today’s Bellevue looks nothing like that. There are many more singles and young couple without children. 


And a lot of those married-with-kids households have now become empty nesters — including the mayor, 
who recently downsized into a condo in Old Bellevue. 


“We lived in the Woodridge neighborhood for almost 25 years. ... It was a great place to raise the family,” 
Robinson said. “But then when our kids went off on their own, we did not need the big house anymore, 
and I really wanted to give another family an opportunity to raise their family there.” 


Only about 14,000 Bellevue households — less than one-quarter — are married couples with kids under 
18. Today, there isn’t a single census tract where married couples with kids are the majority. 


Some come close. In four census tracts, married-with-kids families make up at least 40% of the 
households. The highest percentage is in a tract in the Cougar Hills area, where there are more than 600 
married couples with kids — 46% of the tract’s households. 


Not surprisingly, the area with the fewest families with kids is downtown. In the census tract that includes 
the Bellevue Square Mall and the Downtown Bellevue Park, there are a little more than 200 married- 
couple-with-kids households — around 7% of all households in the area. 


While Bellevue has certainly changed, becoming a diverse city of distinct neighborhoods, Robinson says 
that there is a similarly high level of amenities and services across the city. 


“Something I love about Bellevue is every neighborhood has high public safety, every neighborhood has 
excellent public education, every neighborhood has access to parks and green spaces,” she said. 


11/13 Flying home for holidays? It will cost more 


ps://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory/flying-home-holidays-cost-year-93245674 
GIST People still looking to book trips home to visit family or take a vacation during the holidays need to act 
fast and prepare for sticker shock. 


Airline executives say that based on bookings, they expect huge demand for flights over Thanksgiving, 


Christmas and New Year's. Travel experts say the best deals for airfares and hotels are already gone. 


On social media, plenty of travelers think they are being gouged. It's an understandable sentiment when 
government data shows that airfares in October were up 43% from a year earlier, and U.S. airlines 
reported a combined profit of more than $2.4 billion in the third quarter. 


Part of the reason for high fares is that airlines are still operating fewer flights than in 2019 even though 
passenger numbers are nearly back to pre-pandemic levels. 


“Fewer flights and more people looking to head home or take vacation for the holidays means two 
things: Prices will be higher, and we will see flights sell out for both holidays,” says Holly Berg, chief 
economist for travel-data provider Hopper. 


Yulia Parr knows exactly what Berg is talking about. The Annandale, Virginia, woman struggled to find 
a reasonably priced flight home for her young son, who is spending Thanksgiving with his grandmother 
in Texas while Parr visits her husband, who is on active military duty in California. She finally found a 
$250 one-way ticket on Southwest, but it's not until the Tuesday after the holiday. 


Parr figures she waited too long to book a flight. 


“My husband's kids are flying home for Christmas,” she said. “Those tickets were bought long ago, so 
they're not too bad.” 


Prices for air travel and lodging usually rise heading into the holidays, and it happened earlier this year. 
That is leading some travelers in Europe to book shorter trips, according to Axel Hefer, CEO of 
Germany-based hotel-search company Trivago. 


“Hotel prices are up absolutely everywhere,” he said. "If you have the same budget or even a lower 
budget through inflation, and you still want to travel, you just cut out a day.” 


Hotels are struggling with labor shortages, another cause of higher prices. Glenn Fogel, CEO of 
Booking Holdings, which owns travel-search sites including Priceline and Kayak, says one hotelier told 
him he can't fill all his rooms because he doesn’t have enough staff. 


Rates for car rentals aren’t as crazy as they were during much of 2021, when some popular locations ran 
out of vehicles. Still, the availability of vehicles is tight because the cost of new cars has prevented 
rental companies from fully rebuilding fleets that they culled early in the pandemic. 


U.S. consumers are facing the highest inflation in 40 years, and there is growing concern about a 
potential recession. That isn't showing up in travel numbers, however. 


The number of travelers going through airport checkpoints has recovered to nearly 95% of 2019 traffic, 
according to Transportation Security Administration figures for October. Travel industry officials say 
holiday travel might top pre-pandemic levels. 


Airlines haven't always done a good job handling the big crowds, even though they have been hiring 
workers to replace those who left after COVID-19 hit. The rates of canceled and delayed flights rose 
above pre-pandemic levels this summer, causing airlines to slow down plans to add more flights. 


U.S. airlines operated only 84% as many U.S. flights as they did in October 2019, and plan about the 
same percentage in December, according to travel-data firm Cirium. On average, airlines are using 
bigger planes with more seats this year, which partly offsets the reduction in flights. 


“We are definitely seeing a lot of strength for the holidays,” Andrew Nocella, United Airlines’ chief 
commercial officer, said on the company’s earnings call in October. “We’re approaching the 
Thanksgiving timeframe, and our bookings are incredibly strong.” 


Airline executives and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg blamed each other for widespread flight 
problems over the summer. Airline CEOs say that after hiring more pilots and other workers, they are 
prepared for the holiday mob. 


Travel experts offer tips for saving money and avoiding getting stranded by a canceled flight, although 
the advice hasn't changed much from previous years. 


Be flexible about dates and even destinations, although that's not possible when visiting grandma's 
house. In a recent search, the cheapest flights from Los Angeles to New York around Christmas were on 
Christmas Eve and returning New Year's Eve. 


Look into discount airlines and alternate airports, but know that smaller airlines have fewer options for 
rebooking passengers after a flight is canceled. 


Fly early in the day to lower your risk of a delay or cancellation. “If something goes wrong, it tends to 
progress throughout the day — it gets to be a domino effect,” says Chuck Thackston, general manager 
of Airlines Reporting Corp., an intermediary between airlines and travel agents. 


There are plenty of theories on the best day of the week to book travel. Thackston says it's Sunday 
because airlines know that's when many price-conscious consumers are shopping, and carriers tailor 
offerings for them. 


For the most part, airlines have dodged the accusations of price-gouging that have swirled around oil 
companies -- which drew another rebuke this week from President Joe Biden -- and other industries. 


Accountable US, an advocacy group critical of corporations, linked airline delays and cancellations this 
summer to job cuts during the pandemic and poor treatment of workers. “But generally, we would say 
the airline industry is not currently at the same level as big food, oil or retail in terms of gross 
profiteering,” says Jeremy Funk, a spokesman for the group. 


Brett Snyder, who runs a travel agency and writes the “Cranky Flier” blog about air travel, says prices 
are high simply because flights are down from 2019 while demand is booming. 


“How is it gouging?” Snyder asks. “They don’t want to go (take off) with empty seats, but they also 
don’t want to sell everything for a dollar. It’s basic economics.” 


Travelers are sacrificing to hold down the cost of their trips. 


Sheena Hale and her daughter, Krysta Pyle, woke up at 3 a.m. and left their northwestern Indiana home 
an hour later to make a 6:25 a.m. flight in Chicago last week. 


“We are exhausted,” Hale said after the plane landed in Dallas, where Krysta was taking part in a cheer 
competition. “We started early because the early flights were much cheaper. Flights are way too 
expensive.” 


They're not going anywhere for Christmas. 


“We don't have to travel. We're staying home with family,” Hale said. 


11/13 Early-season snowpack off to good start 


SOURCE | https://www.king5.com/article/weather/weather-blog/early-season-snowpack-washington/281-b6b62c6b-ech7- 
4e5f-8832-2565c89e6574 


the opening dates, much earlier than normal, as the early-season snowpack is off to a good start in 
Washington. See the local ski resort opening dates. 


GIST SEATTLE — The countdown to winter is on, and it is already feeling and looking like winter in the 
Washington mountains. 
With the colder and wetter weather over the past few weeks, Washington ski resorts recently announced 


Latest snowpack report 
The latest snowfall report shows the snowpack in Washington is off to a good start, running well-above 
average. 


As of November 13, the Washington snowpack is at 211-441% above the 1991-2020 median, according to 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service's SNOTEL data. The NRCS SNOTEL data is compiled into a 
map with the snowpack measurements and percentages measured by special weather stations called 
SNOTELS or Snow Telemetry Sites. 


These percentages show how much snowpack there is in our mountains compared to what is normally 
there on a given day. 


While these percentages are reported as an average, it is actually a median, which is all the years stacked 
in order from high to low with the middle number selected as the median. This is instead of adding all the 
data together and dividing by the number of years. 


The median and the average are calculated from what's called the Period of Record, a timeframe of 30 
years used by scientists in climate studies. The latest Period of Record is from 1991-2020. While there is 
rarely much of a difference between average and median in the snowpack department, there tend to be 
subtle differences. 


The larger picture 
Despite the early-season above-average snowpack, caution must be used when looking at the numbers 
because we are so early in the season. 


Typically, early-season snowpack numbers are not necessarily an indicator of what is expected for a 
season, and it should be noted these numbers will change daily based on the historical average; 
meaningful, large-picture conclusions should not be drawn on the rest of the season. 


But after a long, dry summer, the snowpack and water are good signs for the mountains. 


For the third consecutive winter, La Nifia is forecast. This typically favors a long-term weather pattern that 
can bring above-average precipitation to Washington meaning the mountains generally see higher snow 
than usual. 


HEADLINE | 11/13 Tacoma homeless encampment ban 


SOURCE | https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/tacoma-homeless-encampment-ban-goes-into-effect- 
monday/VJWM2TFU6FG7DBAKJ6XUPERFGI/ 


GIST A controversial new ordinance designed to get more homeless people into shelters in Tacoma goes into 
effect Monday. 


Those who break the new law face fines and jail time. 


No one will be forced out of an encampment Monday. Two-week notices will go out to encampments that 
are near a homeless shelter. 


City leaders said they are trying this approach to get more people off the streets and into housing. 


It is not news to anyone in this encampment that the city of Tacoma wants them out. 


“Yeah, yeah, yeah,” a man said from inside a tent. “I’m actually ready to do it right now, just to be ahead 
of them. You know what I mean?” 


He won’t have to move just yet. 
But the city’s ban on camping within a 10-block radius of a homeless shelter does go into effect Monday. 


“Tt’s inhumane to just let people live on the streets in encampments,” John Hines said. “And let’s try to 
find ways to get them into shelters as fast as we can.” 


Hines, a Tacoma native and city council member since 2019, said he drafted the ordinance to address the 
issue of homelessness and encampments. 


“T think the idea is we’re looking, really focused on the options,” Hines said. “What’s available? So 
driving them to something that they want. Asking people on the streets, what kind of shelters do you want? 


What kind of sites are you looking for?” 


The Tacoma City Council’s decision to implement a camping ban proved contentious. The ordinance 
passed during a heated debate last month. Within a day, homeless advocates were vowing to sue the city. 


But Hines said he believes they are on firm legal ground. 
“T think what we’re doing is perfectly within the laws,” he said. 
“And I’ve worked with our city attorney’s office to try to understand what we’re trying to do here.” 


But the city’s attempt won’t help those who are homeless get back on their feet, a man in an encampment 
said. 


“They make it seem like, you know, the shelter is ... everything (is) going to be all right,” he said, “but it’s 
not.” 


He said they also need jobs, something the new ordinance will not address. 
Anyone caught violating the law could be fined $250 and jailed for 30 days. 


Hines said the city’s nine shelters can’t accommodate everyone, so some people will almost certainly 
remain on the street. 


11/13 State exploring new airport location 


GIST OLYMPIA, Wash. - Puget Sound is growing, and if projections hold local airports won’t meet demand for 
passengers or cargo for the region. 


The state legislature created the Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission (CACC) to combat the 
problem. The group — made up of various interest groups, and locals — have been tapped to determine what 
options are on the table moving forward. 


Expansion of both Seattle-Tacoma International Airport and Paine Field (Snohomish County) is possible, 
but that won’t keep up with projected demand by 2050 — meaning, a new airport location may be needed. 


CACC is expected to give it’s recommendation on a new airport site by June 15, 2023. As it stands, 
they’ ve narrowed their list down to three sites — with people living in those areas pushing back. 


Two locations are in Pierce County: Pierce County East, which is south of Graham, and Pierce County 
Central, an area just south of JBLM. The third location is in Thurston County south of Lacey — taking up a 
small part of JBLM. 


The Pierce County Council is expected to hear more about plans from the CACC on Monday at 11 a.m. 
during a regularly scheduled planning session. 


The council has already voiced their concerns about the idea of a new airport in the area. A letter, dated 
October 11th, was sent to both WSDOT and the CACC chair voicing their objections with the inclusion of 
two Pierce County sites in their planning. 


Objections ranged from a lack of transportation, the disruption of long-term plans for the county and 
environmental impacts. 


"It’s a time not to be silent, and to make sure you’re heard," said Jeremy Faust, the owner of Left Foot 
Farm in Eatonville. 


Faust lives inside the projected location for the Pierce County Central site, with the east site just a few 
minutes around the corner. He told FOX 13 News that he’s not panicking, but he’s taking stock of the 
situation and making sure that locals voices are heard. 


"This is my business,” he said. "This is my home. This is my retirement — it’s everything." 


Faust runs a farm and AirBNB on his property. He joked that if the airport became a reality it’s more 
likely his property would become a parking lot — but he’s concerned about what an airport would mean for 
the area’s way of life, people would be forced out while others would suddenly be living underneath 
regular air traffic. 


"T’m not sure which is worse," said Faust. 


In Thurston County, the reaction to talk of an airport just outside of Olympia isn’t getting a warm welcome 
either. 


On Monday night the group behind stoptheairport.com will host a community meeting at Grace 
Community Covenant Church beginning at 6:30 p.m. 


Dawn Sonntag, the organizer behind the group, told FOX 13 she’s expecting a large turnout. 


"This area is a particularly sensitive environmental area," said Sonntag. "A mega-airport here would do 
major damage to the area, the habitat and to human life." 


"We’ve got many people working on this. We’re doing research, writing letters and we absolutely believe 
there is still time to change course." 


While the CACC will ultimately make a recommendation, it’s unclear whether that recommendation will 
come to fruition. The state legislature would have to make a move, and there are hurdles that would pop up 
along the way. 


Those fighting the airports now say getting their voices heard now is important to ensure that things don’t 
move too quickly. 


According to CACC, overall people seemed to understand that a new airport was needed when they hosted 
a public comment period. 


More than 12-thousand people made comments. CACC said that an online open house showed that 44% of 
people favored building aviation capacity despite the cost and environmental impacts. The rest of people 
were split between expansion with mitigation of impact, to ignoring demand and staying the current path. 


The numbers shifted when you introduced the actual sites. In a report released in September, the best 
response they got: a 56-percent "no" in Pierce County. 


"It might seem like it’s convenient, but there’s a very high price to pay for that convenience," said 
Sonntag, who believes the numbers may shift even further against the airport. "I don’t think people in 
favor of the airport are aware of all the costs yet." 

Return to Top 


11/13 China, Iran hire private US detectives to spy 


SOURCE : .nytimes. yregi ina-iran-private-detectives.html 
GIST The job that came in through Michael McKeever’s website was unremarkable, the kind of request he often 
received in his decades working as a private investigator in New York. 


An international client wanted his help tracking down a debtor who had fled from Dubai and was believed 
to be in Brooklyn. Mr. McKeever was to surveil a house and photograph the people coming and going. 
“Kindly be discreet as they are on the lookout,” he was told. 


Mr. McKeever and an associate began taking turns conducting the surveillance, but they failed to notice 
another team watching the same address. They were F.B.I. agents, and one soon got in touch with a 
warning. 


“Your client is not who you think they are,” the agent said, according to Mr. McKeever. “These are bad 
people, and they’re up to no good.” 


Mr. McKeever, 71, would later learn that he had been used by Iranian intelligence agents in a 

suspected plot to kidnap Masih Alinejad, a prominent Iranian-American journalist who has been unsparing 
in her criticism of Iran’s human rights abuses, discrimination against women and imprisonment and torture 
of political opponents. 


“We were afraid they were going to look to snatch and grab her, bring her home and probably kill her,” 
said James E. Dennehy, the former head of the F.B.I.’s counterintelligence and cyber division in New 
York, who now runs the bureau’s Newark office. 


Across America, investigators are increasingly being hired by a new kind of client — authoritarian 
governments like Iran and China attempting to surveil, harass, threaten and even repatriate dissidents 
living lawfully in the United States, law enforcement officials said. 


Federal indictments and complaints in the past two years detail cases in which private investigators were 
drawn into such schemes in New York, California and Indiana, and F.B.I. officials say they believe others 
have been as well. Most appear to have been used unwittingly, and later cooperated with the authorities; a 
few, however, were charged. 


Bruce Hoffman, a terrorism scholar at the Council on Foreign Relations, said a government can hire an 
investigator in a routine transaction to learn detailed information about a person’s residence, cellphones, 
Social Security number, work address — and feed that knowledge to a state security apparatus. 


“Tt strikes me as low-cost, low-risk state-sponsored terrorism in the 21st century,” Mr. Hoffman said. 


The tactic comes amid a broad wave of repression, officials said, which has included the poisonings of 
opponents of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Britain and elsewhere; Saudi Arabia’s involvement 
in luring Jamal Khashoggi, a prominent critic, to its Istanbul consulate where he was brutally killed and 
dismembered in 2018; and Turkey’s pursuit of perceived enemies in at least 31 countries, according to 

a 2021 report by Freedom House, which promotes democracy globally. 


In the case involving Ms. Alinejad, Manhattan federal prosecutors filed kidnapping conspiracy charges in 
July 2021 against an Iranian intelligence official and three associates, all in Iran. None are likely to be 


apprehended if they remain there, but officials said the goal, beyond protecting potential victims, was to 
expose and deter plots devised at the highest levels of a foreign government. 


For most private eyes, daily work is far from the glamorized depictions in film and literature, with jobs 
originating with law firms, insurance companies and aggrieved spouses. Today, many assignments come 
via the internet, with no face-to-face contact. 


“If you’ve got somebody on the other side — an intelligence professional who can lie and create smoke 
and mirrors — sometimes it’s hard to vet those clients correctly,” said Wes Bearden, a Dallas-based 
private investigator and an officer of the World Association of Detectives, which has about 1,000 
members. 


Many private investigators, some with backgrounds in law enforcement, are decidedly old school. Mr. 
McKeever’s website bears the motto “Delivering the truth ... with honesty and proof,” and lists offerings 
like employment background checks and “Infidelity & Matrimonial Investigation.” 


That sort of street-level legwork can also provide the basis of an intelligence operation, one that foreign 
governments can conduct cheaply at a safe remove. 


“That’s their proxy that they use here on the ground in a very natural way to do a lot of their dirty work,” 
the F.B.I.’s Mr. Dennehy said. 
Image 


Masih Alinejad, as a journalist in Iran, had frequently exposed malfeasance and corruption, and was 
threatened with arrest or worse.Credit...Cole Wilson for The New York Times 


In Ms. Alinejad’s case, he said, the Iranians wanted to know her emotions, her state of mind — even her 
body language. Was she frantically looking over her shoulder or did she seem carefree? 


Mr. McKeever said that after being told of Iran’s role, he secretly cooperated with the bureau, providing 
access to his email account. F.B.I. officials confirmed his cooperation. Mr. McKeever has not been 
accused of any wrongdoing, and he continues to operate his firm. 


As private investigators fall victim to the sorts of schemes they usually unearth, the F.B.I. says it has been 
contacting professional groups to warn them. 


“The more we can draw attention to it, the more we hope private investigators and others will learn to spot 
these red flags,” said Roman Rozhavsky, an F.B.I. counterintelligence official in New York. 


Not every private eye has avoided legal trouble. Michael McMahon, a 55-year-old retired New York 
Police Department sergeant who built a second career as a private investigator, was arrested in 2020. He 
faces charges of acting as an illegal agent for the Chinese government, stalking and two conspiracy counts. 
Prosecutors say he was part of an effort to coerce a Chinese citizen living in New Jersey, identified only as 
John Doe-1, to return to that country. 


Mr. McMahon said that he was stunned and that he had no knowledge he was working for China. 


“When I read the complaint against me,” he said in an email, “I became sick to my stomach. As my 
background shows, I committed my life to upholding the law and never have — and never would — 
commit a crime.” 


Mr. McMahon said in an interview that in 2016, he took a job from a woman who found him through his 
website. He said he was led to believe she was calling for a client from China who was seeking a person in 


New Jersey who had stolen money from a Chinese construction company. 


“We need to locate that person — is that something you do?” he recalled her asking. 


““T said, ‘Yeah, that’s what I do.’” 


Mr. McMahon said the woman claimed to own a translation company and paid him with a check in the 
firm’s name. He said he conducted surveillance on five occasions in New Jersey in 2016 and 2017, each 
time notifying local police departments that he was parked outside a residence. That, Mr. McMahon said, 
was evidence that he had nothing to hide. He said he hired two other investigators, both retired New York 
police detectives, to help. 


Mr. McMahon said he was awakened early one morning in October 2020 by his dog barking and someone 
banging on the door of his Bergen County, N.J., house. About a dozen F.B.I. agents and police officers 
had come to arrest him. 


Justice Department officials said Mr. McMahon and a group of other defendants, some in China, were part 
of an aggressive Chinese government campaign called Operation Fox Hunt. Brooklyn federal prosecutors 
have said Mr. McMahon was integral to the scheme. 


“After multiple months of investigative work by the defendant Michael McMahon,” the indictment says, 
“the co-conspirators planned a specific rendition operation to stalk and repatriate John Doe-1 through 
psychological coercion.” 


Prosecutors have said Mr. McMahon knew John Doe-1 was being sought by the Chinese government: 
While conducting surveillance, he emailed himself a link to an English-language Chinese newspaper page 
listing the man among 100 fugitives wanted in an anti-graft campaign. 


They have also said that Mr. McMahon, in a conversation with a co-defendant, a Chinese citizen who had 
lived in Queens, proposed they harass John Doe-1 by parking outside his house to “let him know we are 
there.” 


Mr. McMahon’s lawyer, Lawrence S. Lustberg, said that investigators are often hired by private firms to 
locate people who are simultaneously sought by the authorities, and that his client’s harassment comment 
was just a suggestion that they engage in more overt surveillance — which he said never occurred. 


“T have not seen one piece of evidence — not one — that Mike had any idea that he was in any way 
working for the Chinese government,” Mr. Lustberg said. 


The U.S. attorney’s office in Brooklyn declined to comment. 
Mr. Lustberg noted that his client also was not given an opportunity to cooperate with investigators. 


“There never comes a time before his arrest,” Mr. Lustberg said, “where the federal government goes to 
him and says, ‘Hey, do you realize what’s going on here? You are being played by the Chinese 
government.’” 


Iran, a theocracy facing a cresting wave of protest at home, has also been eyeing its critics abroad for years 
and has taken advantage of American detectives. In July 2020, Mr. McKeever received the email asking 
that he watch the Brooklyn home that turned out to be Ms. Alinejad’s residence. 


“T am contacting you on behalf of a client looking [for] a missing person from Dubai, U.A.E., who has fled 
to avoid debt repayment,” wrote the sender, Kiya Sadeghi, according to the indictment. 


Ms. Alinejad, as a journalist in Iran, had frequently exposed malfeasance and corruption, and was 
threatened with arrest or worse for writing articles critical of former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 
Her press pass was revoked and she was forced to flee in 2009. From Brooklyn, she has remained a high- 
profile presence in the news media. In July, a man was arrested with a loaded AK-47-style assault rifle 
outside her home. 


Mr. McKeever said he knew nothing about Ms. Alinejad. Mr. Sadeghi’s email said his services were 
needed for surveillance on a “potential address” for the missing person, according to the indictment. 


“Will need high quality pictures/video of persons living in the address and cars they drive,” one email said. 
The client wanted “photos of faces and cars” and their license plate numbers and, “if possible picture of 
envelopes in mailbox,” Mr. Sadeghi wrote in another message. 


To Mr. McKeever, the assignment seemed straightforward: “I thought it might be a one-day job.” 


The indictment identifies Mr. Sadeghi as an Iranian intelligence agent who researched and hired 
investigators in the United States, Canada and Britain to procure surveillance services for Iranian 
intelligence, the indictment said. 


On July 22, 2020, Mr. McKeever emailed Mr. Sadeghi to report that surveillance had begun, and attached 
a photograph of the home. 


In August and September, he was asked for additional days of work, including pictures and video. The 
client also wanted “pictures of faces of everyone visiting the address, even if they are marketers and 
salespeople,” one email said. 


“Pictures of everything and everyone,” Mr. Sadeghi wrote in another message. “Client wants lots of 
content even if you may think it is not of value.” 


In October 2020, Mr. McKeever received the call from the F.B.I. He agreed to cooperate. 
“T was like, hey, whatever you need, I’m good,” Mr. McKeever said. 


Mr. McKeever said he continued to communicate with Mr. Sadeghi with full knowledge of the F.B.I., and 
conducted additional surveillance in early 2021. At one point, Mr. Sadeghi asked whether it was possible 
to park in front of the house in a car outfitted with a camera to provide a live video feed. In all, Mr. 
McKeever was paid just under $6,000 for his services, the indictment says. 


Looking back, he does not believe he ignored obvious red flags in the repeated requests from Mr. Sadeghi. 
But he acknowledged that he missed clues that might have raised suspicions, like the questions he had 
posed to Mr. Sadeghi that never generated satisfactory answers. 


For example, he said he asked for the name of the supposed debtor, so he could determine whether a 
person by that name lived at the Brooklyn address. He was never told. He now believes the Iranians were 
trying to thwart any checking he might have done on his own. 


“One of the things I could have done is run a trace on that house and said, ‘Who lives here?’” Mr. 
McKeever recalled. “And I could have Googled that woman’s name.” If he had learned her name, he said, 
his reaction would have been, “‘Whoa, wait a second.’” 


Ms. Alinejad, in an interview, said she was furious when she learned of the extent of the surveillance. 


“Miles away from my homeland,” Ms. Alinejad said, “I’m being watched and monitored by someone who 
has been hired by the Iranian regime.” 


According to the indictment, the plotters had researched routes from Ms. Alinejad’s home to the Brooklyn 
waterfront, and methods of taking her by boat to Venezuela and on to Iran. 


“No question in my mind that they could have done it,” Mr. McKeever said, adding, “I’m glad that it 
didn’t work out.” 
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Over his many years as a private eye, Mr. McKeever said, he always tried to be vigilant in scrutinizing the 
jobs he took. He did not believe he was naive, but he knew clients could lie. If there was a lesson for 
private investigators, he said, it was to be careful not to be used. 


“T was used,” he said. 


11/13 Iran sentences anti-govt protester to death 


https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/report-iran-sentences-anti-government-protester-death- 
93221855 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Iran’s Revolutionary Court has sentenced an anti-government protester 
to death, and handed down jail terms to five others, state media said Sunday, amid persistent unrest in the 


country. 


The ruling likely marks the first death sentence in the trials of those arrested for participating in protests 
that have swept Iran over the past weeks demanding an end to clerical rule. 


Mizan, a news website is linked to Iran's judiciary, said the death sentence followed on charges of the 
protester setting fire to a government building. The five prison terms ranged from five to 10 years and 
alleged national security and public order violations. 


Mizan said separate branches of the Revolutionary Court issued the verdicts but did not share further 
details of the protesters on trial, who can appeal the decisions. 


The court was established following the 1979 Islamic Revolutions and is known for meting out harsh 
punishments to those who oppose Iran's clerical rulers. 


Iran has already issue indictments for hundreds of detained protesters saying it will hold public trials for 
them. 


Anti-government demonstrations have entered their eighth week and were sparked by the death in custody 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who was detained after allegedly violating the country’s strict dress code for 
women. 


Judicial authorities have announced charges against hundreds of people in other Iranian provinces. Some 
have been accused of “corruption on earth” and “war against God,” offenses that carry the death penalty. 


Security forces, including paramilitary volunteers with the Revolutionary Guard, have violently cracked 
down on the demonstrations, killing over 300 people, including dozens of children, according to the Oslo- 
based Iran Human Rights. Iranian authorities say more than 40 security forces were also killed in the 
nationwide unrest. 


Although the protests first focused on ending Iran’s mandatory headscarf, or hijab, they have since 
transformed into one of the greatest challenges to the ruling clerics since the chaotic years following the 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 


11/13 Idaho college: 4 students found dead 


https://abcnews.go.com/US/idaho-college-students-found-dead-apparent-homicide- 
officials/story?id=93247819 

Four University of Idaho students who were found dead on Sunday were believed to be the victims of 
homicide, school officials said. 


The students, who have not been identified, lived in Moscow, Idaho, near the university campus, officials 
said. 


“The Moscow Police Department is investigating, and the families of these students have been notified,” 
university officials said in a message posted to Twitter. 


Police said they responded to King Road for a report of an unconscious person. When officers arrived, 
they “discovered four individuals who were deceased,” according to a press statement. 


The university said it canceled all Monday classes. 


HEADLINE | 11/11 Southeast surge respiratory illnesses 
SOURCE i -illIness-level-scale/ 


GIST The US continues to see a dramatic and early surge in respiratory illnesses, which is hitting young children 
particularly hard and setting records for the decade. 


The Southeast region is the most affected by the surge, which is driven by cases of flu, RSV (respiratory 
syncytial (sin-SISH-uhl) virus), and other seasonal respiratory viruses. Seven southern states—Alabama, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Virginia—have reached the highest 
level of respiratory-illness activity on the scale from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The 
states are colored a deep purple on the national map, representing the highest of sub-level of "Very High" 
activity. 


Overall, 25 states are experiencing "High" or "Very High" levels of respiratory illness activity, while six 
have reached the moderate category. 


Outpatient cases and hospitalizations are climbing and have not (yet) surpassed the peaks of all past 
seasons. However, the levels they've reached at this point in the flu season—week 44 of the year—are 
higher than levels seen at this point in every year since 2010, the CDC notes. The agency estimates that, so 
far this season, there have been at least 2.8 million illnesses, 23,000 hospitalizations, and 1,300 deaths 
from flu. This week, the agency tallied three pediatric flu deaths, bringing the season's total to five. 


Influenza-like illnesses (ILD are driving more children to seek outpatient care, compared with all other age 
groups—15.4 percent of outpatient visits by children ages 0 to 4 years were for ILI, and 10 percent were 
for ILI among people aged 5 to 24 years. 


The cumulative hospitalization rate per 100,000 people for week 44 is the highest it's been since 2010, at 5 
per 100,000. For reference, all seasons between 2010 and 2021 had hospitalization rates for week 44 
ranging from just 0.1 to 0.7. Broken out by age, the highest rates for this year's week 44 were among 
adults aged 65 or older (10.7 per 100,000), followed by children aged 0 to 4 years (9.3 per 100,000), then 
adults aged 50-64 (4.9), children aged 5-17 years (5.0), and adults aged 18-49 years (2.6). 


In the CDC's surveillance of the circulating flu strains, the season seems to be driven by an H3N2 strain of 
influenza virus, which is well-matched for the season's flu shot. However, the uptake of flu shots is behind 
where it normally is for the season, even though circulation is ahead of normal patterns, the CDC noted. 


"Flu vaccine uptake has lagged compared to prior seasons," CDC Director Rochelle Walenksy tweeted 
from her verified CDC account Friday. "It is time to get your flu vaccine as well as your updated 
COVID19 vaccine if you have not yet done so." 


HEADLINE | 11/12 CBP commissioner resigns 


ps://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/11/12/cbp-mag i 


GIST 


U.S. Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Chris Magnus resigned late Saturday, the White 
House said in a short statement, ending an awkward standoff between the country’s top border official and 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. 


Mayorkas asked Magnus to step down on Wednesday but the CBP commissioner refused to go quietly, 
insisting he would not leave unless asked by the White House. 


CBP commissioner says he refused resignation request from homeland security secretary 


The White House said President Biden accepted Magnus’s resignation and appreciates his “nearly forty 
years of service and the contributions he made to police reform during his tenure as police chief in three 
USS. cities.” 


In a statement to The Washington Post, Magnus said the decision “provides me with the best path for 
advancing my commitment to professional, innovative, and community-engaged policing.” 


The White House also published a copy of a letter from Magnus thanking Biden for his opportunity to 
serve “over the past year.” But Magnus lasted just 11 months in the job. He was confirmed by the Senate 
last December in a vote largely along party lines. 


His short tenure is a blow to the Biden administration as it struggles to balance migration pressures at the 
southern border with calls from Democrats for meaningful changes at CBP, and especially the Border 
Patrol. 


During the Trump administration, the Border Patrol had the enthusiastic support of the president but was 
accused by immigrant advocates of abusing its authority and turning a blind eye to racism and sexism 
among its ranks. 


The labor union that represents Border Patrol agents cheered Donald Trump’s more restrictive 
immigration policies, and became harshly critical of Biden after he began to rescind them. 


Magnus, 62, was picked to lead the country’s largest law enforcement agency after building a reputation as 
a leading law enforcement reformer during tenures as police chief in Fargo, N.D., Richmond, Calif. and 
Tucson. He was CBP’s first openly gay commissioner. 


Yet Magnus’s ambitions to overhaul CBP put him at odds with Mayorkas and senior CBP leaders 
struggling to contend with record numbers of migrant arrests along the Mexico border. 


Magnus said he sought to make changes to policies governing high-speed vehicle pursuits, staff overtime 
practices as well as CBP officer inspections of travelers’ cellphones at border crossings, among other 
reform ideas. Those efforts were stymied, he said. 


“T didn’t take this job as a resume builder. I came to Washington, D.C. — moved my family here — 
because I care about this agency, its mission, and the goals of this Administration,” Magnus said while 
defying attempts to oust him. 


Magnus said Mayorkas was more attuned to the needs of career officials coping with the strains at the 
border, and did not support his reform ideas. 


According to Magnus, tensions peaked Wednesday after Magnus traveled to El Paso to attend a meeting of 
the Border Patrol sector chiefs. Mayorkas had asked him not to go. Magnus said Mayorkas then asked for 
his resignation during a videoconference, telling Magnus that he and CBP staff had lost confidence in him 
and that Magnus had disobeyed him by traveling to El Paso. 


Deputy CBP commissioner Troy Miller will serve as the agency’s acting leader, Mayorkas said in an email 
sent to CBP staff late Saturday. Miller ran CBP as its interim leader during much of 2021. 


11/13 Concerns: China global port investments 


SOURCE 


11668330942?mod=hp _lead_pos10 
GIST Security concerns related to Chinese investments in overseas ports are mounting as the country’s firms 
acquire more stakes at shipping hubs around the world and geopolitical tensions rise. 


Chinese companies have expanded investments at foreign ports in recent years and now run major container 
terminals in locations including Belgium, Israel, Spain, Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates. All told, 
Chinese and Hong Kong-based firms hold stakes in terminal leases or concessions at 95 foreign ports, 
according to research by Isaac B. Kardon of the U.S. Naval War College and Wendy Leutert of Indiana 
University. 


More than 27% of global container trade last year passed through terminals in which leading China- and 
Hong Kong-based firms held direct stakes, data from maritime-research firm Drewry shows. 


Last month, Germany approved China’s state-owned Cosco Shipping Ports Ltd.’s purchase of a stake in a 
terminal at Germany’s largest seaport in Hamburg. 


Cosco is also developing a new port in Peru. Tanzania’s leader has expressed interest in reviving a stalled 
project to build East Africa’s largest port that involved China Merchants Port Holdings Co., another 
Chinese state-owned company. 


American security analysts say the expanding network could make it easier for Beijing to service a 
Chinese navy that has grown and become one of Washington’s biggest military concerns—without having 
to rapidly build an elaborate system of bases. 


Many navies use commercial ports to refuel, pick up provisions and provide sea-weary sailors a break. But 
for China’s navy, access to facilities run by the country’s firms would make it easier, cheaper and more 
efficient to sustain fleets abroad. 


China’s navy has stopped for replenishment or diplomacy at a third of the ports where Chinese- and Hong 
Kong-based firms have investments, according to the research by Mr. Kardon and Ms. Leutert. That 
includes stops at the ports of Alexandria in Egypt for repairs, Valencia in Spain for equipment 
maintenance, and Piraeus in Greece on goodwill visits. 


The investments also give China greater influence over infrastructure critical to the global flow of goods— 
a potential liability for Western governments, some experts say. 


Chinese companies secured half of all orders to build commercial ships last year and made nearly all 
shipping containers. They are also aggregating shipping data in ways that some in Washington worry 
could give Beijing access to information about rivals’ supply-chain vulnerabilities. 


China’s Foreign Ministry, Cosco and China Merchants didn’t respond to requests for comment. The 
Foreign Ministry and Chinese state media have said in the past that Chinese port investments benefit host 
countries as well as China and shouldn’t be politicized. 


Some officials and military analysts say the fears are overblown. 
The Chinese navy can’t count on commercial ports during conflict because, although host countries may 


consent to refueling and repairing warships during peacetime, they are unlikely to give them access during 
war, they say. 


Using Chinese port firms to delay or disrupt vital shipments to the U.S. or its allies would also deeply 
damage Beijing’s credibility and economic interests. 


Still, as distrust grows between the U.S. and its allies on one side and China on the other, Chinese port 
investments are attracting greater scrutiny. 


The recent deal in Hamburg led to sharp divisions in the German government, with the foreign, economy 
and finance ministries and Germany’s security services opposing it. Chancellor Olaf Scholz, formerly a 
mayor of Hamburg, ultimately pushed it through in modified form: Instead of the initially planned 35% 
stake, Cosco was allowed to purchase 24.9%, which would deny it any influence in decision-making. 


Despite the compromise, the ministers who objected to the deal issued a critical statement that said the 
acquisition would “expand the strategic influence of China on German and European transport 
infrastructure as well as Germany’s dependence on China.” 


A spokesman for China’s Foreign Ministry in a news briefing characterized opposition to the deal as 
“sroundless hype.” 


The Trump administration blocked Cosco from gaining control of a container terminal at Long Beach, 
Calif. Last year, Indian authorities didn’t approve a deal that would have given China Merchants a stake in 
a terminal at the port of Mundra. Australia has said it would review the 2015 grant of a 99-year lease to the 
local unit of a Chinese company to operate the commercial port in Darwin. 


China, under President Xi Jinping, has embarked on a decadeslong push to create a world-class navy able 
to protect the country’s interests around the world. It is making more warships for long-distance missions 
and training crews. Its dozens of antipiracy patrols since 2008 have provided experience and led to the 
opening in 2017 of China’s first overseas military base, in the East African nation of Djibouti. 


To operate far from home, global navies rely on complex logistical arrangements that can include using 
dedicated military bases and naval facilities of friendly countries as well as commercial ports. It is a 
system of what U.S. military officials call “bases and places.” 


“When you’re far from home, you want a place to repair if something breaks, you want a place where you 
can ship parts to, you want a place to get water, food, fuel and everything else it takes to sustain, you want 
a place to rearm—that is hugely significant,” said Kevin Donegan, who led the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet 
from 2015 to 2017 and is now a distinguished senior fellow on national security at the Middle East 
Institute, in Washington, D.C. 


“It is what we built in our navy over the last 250 years. They are slowly building that up,” he said. 


Chinese-run port terminals have commercial value, but are also “tri-use,” said Mr. Donegan, meaning they 
can be used not only for logistics support but also intelligence gathering and as future potential basing 
options. 


Years before China established its military base in Djibouti, China Merchants entered the country with 
large investments and began developing a new commercial facility, the Doraleh Multi-Purpose Port, 
enhancing Beijing’s clout there. That facility is located next to what later became China’s first foreign 
base. 


China’s military, known as the People’s Liberation Army or PLA, has a ready resupply point in places 
where a Chinese firm is present, giving it greater confidence to operate abroad, said Mr. Kardon. For 
China’s navy, he said, getting the right ship part or supplies to the right place at scale can be a “complex 
muscle movement,” but for shipping firms and port firms, it isn’t. 


While the PLA navy also uses port terminals run by non-Chinese operators, it is easier to coordinate with 
Chinese firms, many of whom are part of the same state apparatus, Mr. Kardon said. 


China is looking to add more military bases abroad. U.S. officials say China has a secret deal for its armed 
forces to use a Cambodian naval base, though Cambodia’s government denies this. China has accused the 
U.S. of maliciously speculating and smearing Cambodia. 


The U.S. has also said Beijing is seeking a base on the Atlantic coast of Africa. 


Washington is trying to block China’s base-hunting efforts, which already face hurdles. Unlike the U.S., 
China doesn’t have security allies across Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 


Beijing appears to be seeking smaller and more-flexible options that can be networked together for 
military use when needed, a former senior U.S. defense official who tracks Chinese military strategies 
said. 


“In that light, commercial ports serve as a strategic entry point,” said the former official, who was closely 
involved in a Trump administration campaign to identify Chinese activities that can affect U.S. security 
interests. 


“There are many cases where China’s port activity looks benign but in fact could turn with ease into 
something that facilitates China militarily.” 
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/departure-of-tech-workers-weighs-on-russian-economy- 
11668172429?mod=hp_lead_pos6 
A second exodus of Russian tech workers, spurred by the September military mobilization, is emerging as a 


drag on an economy already struggling with lower energy prices. 


President Vladimir Putin‘s order to mobilize 300,000 men made businesses and consumers cautious about 
spending, at least temporarily, as they watched employees leave for the military or to the borders to escape 
the draft. 


Dmitry Sizon, the co-founder and chief technology officer of Russia-based software company 
MarketGuru.io, said business slowed dramatically at the time. “People weren’t working. They were either 
on the road, or in the four-day traffic jam at the Georgia border, or they were in the office, listening to the 
girls in the office cry,” Mr. Sizon said about the first few days after the mobilization order was announced. 


About a quarter of the company’s tech team has left the country since the mobilization announcement and 
are working remotely, he said. MarketGuru.io company sells analytics software to independent sellers on 
online marketplaces such as Wildberries, an Amazon-like business in Russia. 


MarketGuru.io, which is based in the southern Russian city of Taganrog, only about 30 miles from the 
Ukrainian border, said sales initially dropped but promotions helped business rebound. 


“There are clients who changed their minds because they are afraid, afraid of what tomorrow will bring,” 
he said. 


A survey by Russian human-resources company Ventra that was conducted in September, right before the 
mobilization announcement, found that 25% of IT workers in Russia were considering leaving the country 
and that 6% had already done so this year. A similar finding came from a survey over the summer by the 
Russian Association for Electronic Communications, where 21% of responders said they were considering 
relocation. 


Nikolay Komlev, director of Russia’s Information & Computer Technologies Industry Association, said 
that roughly two to three times more IT workers left Russia after the mobilization order than in the first 


wave of departures in the spring. The workers left despite government assurances that tech workers 
wouldn’t be included in the mobilization. The government has since said that it has called up its target 
number of draftees. 


The tech sector represented just under 6% of gross domestic product, but was one of the fastest-growing 
parts of the economy before the war, according to economists at Bryansk State Technical University. It 
produced relatively high-wage jobs that connected Russian workers with Western companies, often 
directly or through technology outsourcing contracts. The exodus is both a financial hit and another 
example of how Russia’s economy has turned inward. 


“There are really very few top IT specialists left in Russia,” said Nadya Petrova, founder and chief 
executive of recruitment firm HR Luna Park, which helps foreign companies hire tech talent from Russia. 
She has been finding jobs for newly emigrated tech workers or those considering leaving Russia. 


The Russian central bank said at the end of October that the economy would contract between 3% and 
3.5% this year. That would be the deepest recession of any large economy in the world this year. 


Johannes Wachs, an assistant professor at the Vienna University of Economics and Business, quantified 
the brain drain among Russian developers. He geolocated Russian developers’ accounts on GitHub, a 
software platform where developers collaborate. 


As of Nov. 8, about 13% of Russian developers listed a new country this year and another 13% obscured 
their location, a rate that is about four times higher than for developers from comparable countries. The 
most active Russian developers on GitHub were also more likely to have changed their location, his 
research showed. 


“T would estimate that around one in five developers is now elsewhere,” Prof. Wachs said. 


The economic impact of the departures will hit the government budget, which had already been running a 
deficit due to the costs of the war and increased social spending, coupled by a decline in energy prices. 


Russia’s working population was already declining and the departures will hurt consumer spending, said 
Sergey Zhavoronkov, a Russian economist and board member at the Liberal Mission Foundation. Now, he 
said, some people are getting drafted, some are emigrating and some are trying to hide from the draft in the 
informal cash economy: “The tax burden is rising on the remaining workforce.” 


In February, ride-sharing startup inDrive, based in Mountain View, Calif., had about 1,200 employees in 
Moscow and the Siberian city of Yakutsk, where the company was founded. 


“We'll have zero by the end of the year,” said inDrive Chief Executive Arsen Tomsky. 
The company had already relocated about 800 employees, mostly to Kazakhstan and Cyprus, before the 
mobilization. That sped up inDrive’s plans to move the remaining workers, Mr. Tomsky said. Those who 


don’t want to relocate will be laid off, he said. 


“People are in danger,” Mr. Tomsky said, referring to the threat that employees would be called up and the 
risk of broader internal instability in the country. “It’s better to be outside of Russia.” 


For Mr. Tomsky, who invested in technology, arts and environmental sustainability in his native region of 
Yakutia, the situation is heartbreaking. 


“The local economy is heavily dependent on oil and gas,” he said. “I tried to convince everyone that we 
must make a bet on the intellectual sphere... That has become difficult and impossible.” 


11/13 Retreat signals change Putin’s strategy 


SOURCE | https://www.thequardian.com/world/2022/nov/13/russias-loss-of-kherson-signals-change-in-putins-strategy- 
ukraine 
The Russian decision to withdraw from the Ukrainian city of Kherson to defensive positions on the left 
bank of the Dnipro River was driven by sound military logic. Russian control of the city could only be 
maintained at a steep price in troops and materiel. Operationally, the withdrawal should help the Russians 
stabilise their defensive positions over the winter. Strategically, the withdrawal is an unambiguous Russian 
defeat. 


When Ukraine launched its counteroffensive against Kherson at the end of August its military knew it 
lacked the combat power to storm the city. However, strikes on the bridges over the Dnipro limited 
Russia’s ability to supply its troops with heavy equipment, while the river protected Ukrainian forces from 
counterattack. This favourable battlefield geometry allowed Ukraine to create a killing area in which its 
artillery could inflict heavy casualties on Russia’s most motivated and competent units. 


Despite the battlefield favouring Ukraine, over time the Russian military found itself politically fixed. 
Having annexed the territory, withdrawal was initially viewed as unacceptable and politically dangerous, 
especially after the backlash from Russian imperialists over the collapse of Russia’s western group of 
forces near Izium and a chaotic Russian mobilisation. As the only major city successfully seized intact 
during the invasion, its loss is hard to spin as anything other than a defeat. From a military point of view 
the city was also defensible for some time, albeit at a price. 


Abandoning the city also had implications for Russia’s strategy to occupy Ukraine. Without a bridgehead 
on the right bank of the Dnipro, Russian forces will not be able to threaten offensive operations in the 
spring against Mykolaiv, even if it does generate new combat units from its mobilisation. The defensibility 
of the river, which Russian forces are counting on to stabilise their casualties, also ensures that Ukraine 
can shift resources from this axis and offers security to Ukrainian industries on its southern coast. 


Despite these considerations, the Kremlin eventually concluded that it could more easily weather the 
political fallout from an orderly withdrawal than from eventually abandoning the city after months more of 
losses. In doing so Putin has approved a shift in Russia’s strategy; one that seeks to wear out Ukrainian 
offensive operations against a newly constructed defence line, letting economic warfare exhaust western 
will and munitions stocks, while regenerating new forces for next year. 


For Ukraine the liberation of Kherson is a major victory. It allows the concentration of forces in the north- 
east and demonstrates to western allies that picking smart fights can bring about the liberation of territory 
without the need to deliberately assault every Russian-occupied town. There is also the fact that while 
Russia may still have a theory of victory, those that it has had so far have persistently suffered from 
optimism bias. That is likely to be inflated by reports that the US military is recommending that Ukraine 
negotiate. 


At the same time Russia’s withdrawal does present Ukraine with some challenges. Russia now has a 
narrower front to defend and Ukraine no longer has the opportunity to kill large numbers of Russian troops 
that have a limited capacity to strike back. Although fighting through Russia’s new defence lines risks 
wearing out Ukrainian units, it is also critical for Ukraine that Russian troops do not have a chance to 
recuperate over the winter. 


Kherson is a step towards victory and demonstrates what can be achieved if there is a steady supply of 
western military technical assistance. It also underscores the importance of convincing the Kremlin that a 
managed withdrawal offers better prospects than eventual defeat. 


[Baumiotoo | 
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SOURCE | https://www.thequardian.com/world/2022/nov/13/russia-ukraine-war-at-a-glance-what-we-know-on-day-263-of- 
the-invasion 


GIST e Ukraine president Volodymyr Zelenskiy says Kyiv’s forces have established control in more 
than 60 settlements in the Kherson region and “stabilisation measures” are being carried out in 
Kherson city after it was retaken by Ukrainian forces. Zelenskiy said that Russian forces had 
destroyed all of Kherson’s critical infrastructure before they fled, including communications and 
water supplies along with heat and electricity supplies. 

e Ukrainians hailed Russia’s retreat from Kherson as Kyiv said it was working to de-mine the 
strategic southern city after the eight-month occupation and restore power across the region. In the 
formerly occupied village of Pravdyne, outside Kherson, returning locals embraced their 
neighbours, some unable to hold back tears, Agence France-Presse reported. “Victory, finally 
one said. 

e The head of Kherson’s regional state administration said everything was being done to “return 
normal life” to the area. Yaroslav Yanushevych said from Kherson city in a video posted to social 
media that while de-mining was carried out, a curfew had been put in place and movement in and 
out of the city had been limited. 

e Pro-Moscow forces are putting up a much stiffer fight elsewhere and the battles with 
Ukrainian forces in the eastern Donetsk region are hellish, Zelenskiy said. “There it is just hell — 
there are extremely fierce battles there every day. But our units are defending bravely — they are 
withstanding the terrible pressure of the invaders, preserving our defence lines,” he said. 

e Ukraine would decide on the timing and contents of any negotiation framework with Russia, 
according to a readout of a meeting between the US secretary of state, Antony Blinken, and the 
Ukrainian foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, at the Asean summit in Cambodia in Phnom Penh. 

e The Russian president, Vladimir Putin, has spoken to his Iranian counterpart, Ebrahim 
Raisi, by phone and both leaders placed emphasis on deepening political, trade and economic 
cooperation, the Kremlin said in a statement on Saturday. The discussion of “a number of topical 
issues on the bilateral agenda” also including the transport and logistics sector, the Kremlin said. It 
did not say when the phone call took place and made no mention of Iranian arms supplies to 
Moscow. 

e Significant new damage to the major Nova Kakhovka dam in southern Ukraine can be 
seen following Russia’s withdrawal from nearby Kherson, Reuters reported the US satellite 
imagery company Maxar as saying. 

e Russia said there was no agreement yet to extend a deal allowing Ukraine to export grain via 
the Black Sea, repeating its insistence on unhindered access to world markets for its own food and 
fertiliser exports, Reuters reported. 
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GIST Joel Gindo thought he could finally own and operate the farm of his dreams when a neighbor put up 160 
acres of cropland for sale in Brookings County, S.D., two years ago. Five thousand or six thousand dollars 
an acre should do the trick, Mr. Gindo estimated. 


But at auction, Mr. Gindo watched helplessly as the price continued to climb until it hit $11,000 an acre, 
double what he had budgeted for. 


“T just couldn’t compete with how much people are paying, with people paying 10 grand,” he said. “And 
for someone like me who doesn’t have an inheritance somewhere sitting around, a lump sum of money 
sitting around, everything has to be financed.” 


What is happening in South Dakota is playing out in farming communities across the nation as the value of 
farmland soars, hitting record highs this year and often pricing out small or beginning farmers. In the state, 
farmland values surged by 18.7 percent from 2021 to 2022, one of the highest increases in the 

country, according to the most recent figures from the Agriculture Department. Nationwide, values 
increased by 12.4 percent and reached $3,800 an acre, the highest they have been in records going back to 
1970, with cropland at $5,050 an acre and pastureland at $1,650 an acre. 


A series of economic forces — high prices for commodity crops like corn, soybeans and wheat; a robust 
housing market; and a slew of government subsidies — have converged to create a “perfect storm” for 
farmland values, said Jason Henderson, a dean at the College of Agriculture at Purdue University and a 
former official at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. 


As a result, small farmers like Mr. Gindo are now going up against deep-pocketed investors, including 
private equity firms and real estate developers, prompting some experts to warn of far-reaching 
consequences for the farming sector. 


Young farmers named finding affordable land for purchase the top challenge in 2022 in a September 
survey by the National Young Farmers Coalition, a nonprofit group. 


Already, the supply of land is limited. About 40 percent of farmland in the United States is rented, most of 
it owned by landlords who are not actively involved in farming. And the amount of land available for 
purchase is extremely scant, with less than | percent of farmland sold on the open market annually. 


The booming housing market, among a number of factors, has bolstered the value of farmland, particularly 
in areas close to growing city centers. 


“What we have seen over the past year or two was, when housing starts to go up with new building 
construction, that puts pressure on farmland, especially on those urban fringes,” Professor Henderson 
explained. “And that leads to a cascading ripple effect into land values even farther and farther away.” 


Government subsidies to farmers have also soared in recent years, amounting to nearly 39 percent of net 
farm income in 2020. On top of traditional programs like crop insurance payments, the Agriculture 
Department distributed $23 billion to farmers hurt by President Donald J. Trump’s trade war from 2018 to 
2020 and $45.3 billion in pandemic-related assistance in 2020 and 2021. (The government’s contribution 
to farm income decreased to 20 percent in 2021 and is forecast to be about 8 percent in 2022.) 


Those payments, or even the very promise of additional assistance, increase farmland values as they create 
a safety net and signal that agricultural land is a safe bet, research shows. 


“There’s an expectation in the market that the government’s going to play a role when farm incomes drop, 
so that definitely affects investment behavior,” said Jennifer Ifft, a professor of agricultural economics at 
Kansas State University. 


Eager investors are increasingly turning to farmland in the face of volatility in the stock and real estate 
markets. Bill Gates, the Microsoft co-founder and billionaire, is the biggest private farmland owner in the 
country and recently won approval to buy 2,100 acres in North Dakota for $13.5 million. 


The number of private equity funds seeking to buy stakes in farmland has ticked higher, said Tim Koch, a 
vice president at an agricultural financial cooperative in the Midwest, Farm Credit Services of America. 
Pension funds also consider farmland a stable investment, Professor Ifft said. 


Farmers, too, have witnessed an influx of outside interest. Nathaniel Bankhead, who runs a farm and 
garden consulting business in Chattanooga, Tenn., has banded with a group of other agricultural workers 
to save up to $500,000 to buy about 60 acres of land. For months, the collective has been repeatedly outbid 
by real estate developers, investors looking to diversify their portfolios and urban transplants with 
“delusional agrarian dreams,” he said. 


“Places that I have looked at as potential farmland are being bought up in cash before I can even go 
through the process that a working-class person has to do to access land,” he said. “And the ironic thing is, 
those are my clients, like I get hired by them to do as a hobby what I’m trying to do as a livelihood. So it’s 
tough to watch.” 


Mr. Bankhead characterized the current landscape as a form of “digital feudalism” for aspiring working 
farmers. Wealthy landowners drive up land prices, contract with agricultural designers like himself to 
enact their vision and then hire a caretaker to work the land — pricing out those very employees from 
becoming owners themselves. 


“They kind of lock that person to this new flavor of serfdom where it’s, you might be decently paid, 
you’ ve got access to it, but it will never be yours,” he said. 


Unable to afford land in her native Florida, Tasha Trujillo recently moved her flower farm to South 
Carolina. Ms. Trujillo had grown cut flowers and kept bees on a parcel of her brother-in-law’s five-acre 
plant nursery in Redland, a historically agricultural region in the Miami area, about 20 miles south of 
downtown. 


When she sought to expand her farm and buy her own land, she quickly found that prices were out of 
reach, with real estate developers driving up land values and pushing out agriculture producers. 


A five-acre property in the Redlands now costs $500,000 to $700,000, Ms. Trujillo said. “So I essentially 
didn’t have a choice but to leave Miami and Florida as a whole.” 


“Farming is a very stressful profession,” she added. “When you throw in land insecurity, it makes it 20 
times worse. So there were many, many times where I thought, oh my God, I’m not going to be able to do 
this. This isn’t feasible.” 


As small and beginning farmers are shut out — the latest agricultural census said that the average age of 
farmers inched up to 57.5 — the prohibitively high land values may have ripple effects on the sector at 
large. 


Brian Philpott, the chief executive of AgAmerica, an agricultural lending institution, said his firm’s 
average loan size had increased as farms consolidated, squeezing out family farms. This, he argued, could 
lead to a farm crisis. 


“Do we have the skills and the next generation of people to farm it? And two, if the answer is going to be, 
we're going to have passive owners own this land and lease it out, is that very sustainable?” he said. 


Professor Henderson also warned that current farmers may face increased financial risk as they seek to 
leverage their high farmland values, essentially betting the farm to expand it. 


“They'll buy more land but they’! use debt to do it,” he said. “They’II stretch themselves out.” 


Economists and lenders said farmland values appear to have plateaued in recent months, as the Federal 
Reserve raised interest rates and the cost of fertilizer and diesel soared. But with high commodity prices 
forecast for next year, some believe values will remain high. 


A native of Tanzania who moved to South Dakota about a decade ago, Mr. Gindo bought seven acres of 
land to raise livestock in 2019 and currently rents an additional 40 acres to grow corn and soybeans — all 
the while working full time as a comptroller to make ends meet. 


For now, he has cooled off his search for a farm of his own even as he dreams of passing on that land to 
his son. The more immediate concern, he said, was whether his landlord would raise his rent. So far, the 
landlord has refrained because Mr. Gindo helps him out around the farm. 


“He really doesn’t have to lend me his land,” Mr. Gindo said. “He can make double that with someone 
else.” 


In Florida, Ms. Trujillo said, the owner of the land where her brother-in-law’s nursery sits has spoken of 
selling the plot while prices remain high, so he too has begun looking for his own property. 


“That’s a big fear for a lot of these farmers and nursery owners who are renting land, because you just 
never know when the owner’s just going to say, ‘You know what, this year, I’m selling and you’ve got to 
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go,’” she said. 


In Tennessee, Mr. Bankhead said he considered giving up on owning a farm “multiple times a day” as 
friends who have been longtime farmers leave the profession. 


But so far, he remains committed to staying in the field and doing “the work of trying to keep land in 
families’ hands and showing there’s more to do with this land than to sell it to real estate developers,” he 
said. “But the pain of not having my own garden and not being able to have my animals where I live, it 
never stings any less.” 


11/12 Humanitarian disaster looms in Kherson 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/12/world/europe/kherson-ukraine-russia.html 


GIST KHERSON, Ukraine — Ukrainian soldiers worked to secure the city of Kherson on Saturday and battled 
Russian forces on its outskirts, the military said, one day after Ukraine’s special forces entered the 
southern port city to rapturous cheers from residents who had endured months of Russian occupation. 


Despite the Russian withdrawal, the Ukrainian military’s intelligence agency said on Saturday that there 
remained Russian soldiers in fixed defensive positions, and that it was unclear whether they would fight, 
flee or surrender. 


As Ukrainian forces entered the city, the magnitude of the humanitarian crisis, including a lack of water 
and electricity, became apparent. Nevertheless, for a second day, residents poured into the streets to 
celebrate. 


The jubilant sounds of cheering and car horns mingled with occasional explosions from incoming artillery 
on the city’s outskirts. The military also said that Ukrainian forces were clearing mines and explosives left 
behind by the departing Russian forces, and searching for any Russian soldiers who might be hiding in 
abandoned homes. 


As night fell and the city went dark, blacked out by electrical cables blown up during the fighting, a party 
that had begun on Friday in the city’s central square went on. 


Ukrainian songs banned under the occupation blared from a speaker. People cheered and sang along, 
dancing to the light of car headlights and flashlights. Couples embraced and swayed to a slow song by the 
Ukrainian band Oceans of Elza, marking a little pocket of hope in a war that is not over. 


Kherson, an urban hub with a prewar population in the hundreds of thousands, is mostly without heat, 
water, electricity, medicines or cellphone service. One Ukrainian official called it “a humanitarian 
catastrophe.” And on Saturday, reports of explosions at a critical dam roughly 40 miles to the northeast 
cast a growing shadow over the celebration. 


Looming to the east are formations of Russian forces and their artillery, mostly still intact following their 
very publicized recent retreat. Kremlin-installed officials who had been occupying Kherson announced on 
Saturday that they had set up a new administrative capital in a seaside resort town, Henichesk, about 110 
miles deep behind Russian lines. 


The sudden change, prompted by Russia’s searing loss on the battlefield, comes less than a month and a 
half after Moscow moved to annex the region, with its capital in Kherson city. 


The city’s residents were still processing the fast-moving events on Saturday. Only a day before, they had 
been hiding their Ukrainian flags from Russian soldiers. Now they wrapped themselves in their flag’s blue 
and gold and hugged Ukrainian soldiers in the streets. 


“People walk on the streets and congratulate each other,” said Serhiy, a retiree who asked that his last 
name not be published for security reasons. “It’s just a holiday!” 


One Ukrainian special forces soldier, speaking on the condition of anonymity for security reasons, 
described the moment as a burst of emotions. He said he was thinking of how much work had been done in 
the past eight months to make the events of the past two days happen, and how many soldiers had died in 
the process. 


Another Ukrainian army soldier, a foreign volunteer, said their arrival to the city was like “Paris, 1944.” 


Amid the celebrating, however, the daunting scale of the humanitarian crisis in the area was coming into 
focus on Saturday. Many people in Kherson have no heat, power or running water. Food and medicine are 
in short supply. Ukrainian military officials said the city was not yet safe for a large-scale humanitarian 
relief effort. 


Further adding to the growing list of humanitarian concerns, Kremlin-aligned Russian news outlets 
published a video on Saturday purporting to show a large explosion in the area of the Kakhivska 
hydroelectric power plant, which is a part of the Kakhova dam complex roughly 40 miles northeast of 
Kherson. 


It was unclear when the blast took place, but local residents said they had heard a large explosion on 
Friday afternoon. 


Jake Sullivan, President Biden’s national security adviser, expressed cautious optimism on Saturday over 
Russia’s withdrawal from Kherson, calling it a “big moment” for the Ukrainian forces. He also reiterated 
that the Biden administration would not push for a diplomatic end to the war. 


A rift in the U.S. government spilled into public view this week as Gen. Mark A. Milley, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, began pressing for Ukrainian forces to consider capitalizing on their momentum 
by negotiating an end to the fighting before winter sets in. Mr. Biden’s advisers, including Mr. Sullivan, 
have publicly pushed back on any suggestion that they should pressure President Volodymyr Zelensky of 
Ukraine to cede territory to Russian invaders. 


“Ukraine is the party of peace in this conflict, and Russia is the party of war,” Mr. Sullivan said. “Russia 
invaded Ukraine. If Russia chose to stop fighting in Ukraine and left, it would be the end of the war. If 
Ukraine chose to stop fighting and give up, it would be the end of Ukraine.” 


He said that what happened in Kherson had not changed the administration’s position, partly because 
Moscow has continued to make claims about annexing territory. 


Natalia Humeniuk, the spokeswoman for the Ukrainian military’s southern command, said some Russian 
soldiers in and around Kherson city were still actively engaged with Ukrainian forces. There were also 
reports, she said, of Russian soldiers surrendering to the Ukrainians or changing into civilian clothes and 
hiding in apartments. 


“How many forgotten soldiers remain, it is very difficult to say at this point,” she said in an interview with 
Freedom TV, a Russian-language channel in Ukraine that focuses on broadcasting abroad. 


She added that Ukrainian forces were “a stone’s throw away” from Russian forces that were fortifying 
positions on the other side of the Dnipro, making them vulnerable to artillery fire. Ukraine’s military also 
reported fighting in towns and villages outside Kherson city, including around the endangered dam in the 
city of Nova Kakhovka. 


As the winter months fast approach, military analysts are divided over the fate of the war and whether 
Ukrainian forces can continue to retake territory despite the logistical difficulties that come with bitingly 
cold weather. 


The Russians continue to carry out a well-orchestrated air campaign against Ukraine’s energy grid, 
crippling critical services across the country. In the mineral-rich Donbas region, Russian forces have 
retrenched, building concerted rings of earthworks following their defeat in the northeast in September, 
though in some areas they are still on the offensive. 


Still, the jubilation was mixed with worry about the Russian military, which pulled back but remained 
within artillery range. 


Col. Roman Kostenko, a member of Parliament serving in the Ukrainian military, said the risk of a 
retaliatory bombardment of Kherson was high. “They will shell the city,” he said. 


Rybar, an influential pro-war Russian military blog, posted a video that had been published by the Russian 
outlet iz.ru and claimed that Russian forces had on Friday attacked the Kakhova dam complex. Other 
Russian news outlets blamed the Ukrainians. 


The road over the dam, in the town of Nova Kakhovka, was the last major crossing left to Russian forces 
in the area. It is also a vital piece of infrastructure that holds back a body of water the size of the Great Salt 
Lake in Utah. 


For weeks, the Ukrainians and the Russians have both warned that the other side would try to damage the 
dam. Military analysts have said that it would not be in either side’s interest to destroy it, though, since 
doing so would have an impact on both armies, which are now on opposite banks of the Dnipro River. 


Satellite images showed that the area around the dam had suffered damage from Thursday into Friday, 
when Russian forces retreated. 


As Russian positions grew more precarious recently, Moscow accused Ukraine of planning to destroy the 
dam — a claim that Ukraine and its Western allies dismissed as absurd. 


Kyiv has said that it had no incentive to flood its own land and that the Russian accusations, made without 
evidence, were a sign that Moscow was preparing a “false flag” operation to blow up the dam itself, 
potentially flooding 80 towns, villages and cities, including Kherson. 


“Russia is consciously laying the groundwork for a large-scale disaster in Ukraine’s south,” Mr. Zelensky 
said during an address to the European Council last month. 
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11/13 NKorea eyes new ‘Cold War’ opportunities 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/13/world/asia/north-korea-missile-tests.html 
GIST SEOUL — Russia’s war in Ukraine rages on. China has doubled down on its promise to take Taiwan. In 
the United States, clashes between Democrats and Republicans have hardened political divisions. With the 
Biden administration occupied on multiple fronts, North Korea, a tiny, isolated nation of 25 million 
people, has seemed determined to make Washington pay attention, its leader, Kim Jong-un, warning that 
the United States should no longer consider itself a “unipolar” superpower in a new “Cold War.” 


Mr. Kim has spent much of the year antagonizing the United States and its allies, testing a record number 
of missiles — 86 — and even rehearsing to fire a nuclear missile at South Korea. In a single day this 
month, North Korea fired 23 missiles, one of which crashed into waters only 35 miles off South Korea’s 
east coast, prompting islanders to seek shelter underground. It has flown Soviet-era war planes and 


launched hundreds of artillery shells near the border with South in recent weeks, in addition to firing 


an intermediate-range ballistic missile over Japan. 


With Russia hinting at threats to use nuclear weapons and relations between Washington and Beijing 
worsening, Mr. Kim most likely senses opportunity: In an increasingly destabilized world, there is no 
better time to test his weapons, show off his advancing technology and provoke his enemies with virtual 
impunity while trying to gain diplomatic leverage. 


“North Korea has been shooting whatever it wanted to shoot, it has been testing whatever it wanted to 
test,” said Lee Seong-Hyon, a senior fellow and North Korea expert at the George H.W. Bush Foundation 
for U.S.-China Relations. “But we are in a time when neither the United States nor South Korea can do 
much about it.” 


By Mr. Kim’s own admission, North Korea’s economy is suffering mightily, hit by years of U.N. 
sanctions and the coronavirus pandemic. But Mr. Kim, 38, who assumed power more than a decade ago, 
seems to see the geopolitical tide turning in his favor. During a parliamentary speech last year, he 
described a “neo-Cold War” emerging around the globe. In another speech, he encouraged his country to 
prepare for “the change from a unipolar world advocated by the U.S. into a multipolar world,” in which 
China and other U.S. adversaries lead as equals. 


These developments have raised hopes in Pyongyang that North Korea could again enjoy the sort of 
financial and military support it used to get from Beijing and Moscow during the old Cold War, analysts 
said. “No country welcomes a new Cold War like North Korea, because it increases its strategic value to 
China and Russia,” Mr. Lee said. “To an isolated and underdeveloped country like North Korea that sees 
itself as in a constant standoff with external enemies, no environment is conducive to its survival like a 
Cold War.” 


There is a school of thought in which the Cold War never ended, and that the dividing line between the 
two Koreas, known as the Demilitarized Zone, is a symbol of the unfinished business of dueling great 
powers. (The Korean War ended in an armistice in 1953, meaning the two nations are technically still at 
war.) The Kim dynasty’s survival plan has long been tied to its nuclear weapons program and promise of 
economic development in the face of Western admonishment. 


Mr. Kim views his nuclear arsenal as essential to ensuring his regime’s security and keeping an upper 
hand over South Korea, which he ridicules as a modern vassal state that takes its cues from Washington. 
Not only does Mr. Kim expect a bigger nuclear arsenal to help cement his domestic leadership, but he also 
seems to believe it will increase his bargaining power, should negotiations with the United States pick up 
again. 


After multiple rounds of failed talks and more recent invitations to spin them up again that went 
unanswered, Washington has become increasingly skeptical that serious negotiations with Pyongyang 
remain possible, leaving North Korea more determined than ever to demand its attention. 


Washington, Seoul and Tokyo say North Korea may conduct a nuclear weapons test, its seventh, at any 
time. If it does, Washington and its allies may find their hands tied in seeking to impose penalties. 


This month, the U.N. Security Council was unable to push through new sanctions against the North in 
response to its recent missile tests, which violated U.N. resolutions. China and Russia, two veto-wielding 
powers on the council, objected to the Washington-led proposal. 


Playing one superpower against another is a game North Korea knows well. When Mr. Kim began his 
diplomacy with President Donald J. Trump in 2018, he hedged his bet by meeting with the Chinese leader, 
Xi Jinping, first. Mr. Xi, whose relationship with Mr. Kim until then had looked patchy at times, was eager 
to keep the North as a buffer between China and American military installations in South Korea. As 
relations between Washington and Beijing deteriorate, Mr. Xi appears more eager than ever to keep 
Pyongyang in his orbit. 


Mr. Kim’s unprecedented diplomatic dalliance with Mr. Trump helped the young leader reassert his 
country’s geopolitical value to China. Mr. Xi visited Pyongyang in 2019, after the Trump-Kim talks 
collapsed, and said he would help address North Korea’s security and economic concerns “to the best of 
my ability.” When House Speaker Nancy Pelosi went to Taiwan in August, North Korea returned China’s 
favor by calling the visit an “impudent interference” in Beijing’s “internal affairs.” 


Mr. Kim also saw an advantage in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and has been aligning his country more 
closely with Moscow. North Korea is one of the few nations to officially back the invasion. This month, 
Washington accused the North of covertly shipping artillery shells to Russia to aid in its war effort. 
(Pyongyang and Moscow have both denied this.) Both Mr. Kim and Russian President Vladimir V. Putin 
have recently threatened to use nuclear weapons if they felt their country at risk. 


While the North’s record-breaking provocations this year may suggest a bolder, more powerful Mr. Kim, 
some analysts say the burst of missile launches — as well as the decision to scramble the North’s decrepit, 
Soviet-era military aircraft — may reflect growing anxiety in the country. “Kim Jong-un cannot afford a 
costly, protracted confrontation with Washington,” said Park Won-gon, a North Korea expert at Ewha 
Womans University in Seoul. “So he is mobilizing everything he has got to achieve a quick breakthrough. 
What we see is a familiar pattern of North Korea resorting to brinkmanship.” 


Mr. Kim’s ultimate goal, some analysts say, is to have his country recognized as a credible nuclear power 
and to engage Washington in arms reduction talks, hoping to trade away only part of his nuclear arsenal in 
return for sanctions relief. North Korea has been testing new missiles in recent years, Mr. Kim probably 
thinking that an expanded arsenal will increase his leverage at the bargaining table. 


North Korea has said it can hit the United States with a nuclear-tipped intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
But analysts have questioned that claim, as the country has never flown its missiles for their full 
intercontinental ranges, nor has it demonstrated that its missiles can survive the violent re-entry into the 
Earth’s atmosphere after soaring into space. 


Still, Mr. Kim’s determination to expand his country’s arsenal has deepened fears that North Korean 
nuclear technology could end up in the hands of American adversaries, or prompt South Korea to consider 
going nuclear. (Seoul officially denies any intention to build nuclear weapons of its own.) 


The United States reaffirmed its commitment to defend South Korea by strengthening the two countries’ 
joint military exercises this year after the drills had been scaled back by Mr. Trump and hobbled by the 
pandemic. The North has used the return of those exercises as an excuse to test as many weapons as 
possible. 


Since 2019, the country has tested an array of new, mostly short-range missiles, some designed to fly at 
hypersonic speeds or to maneuver during flight. They have been launched at random hours and from 
various locations — including trains and an underwater silo — to make them harder to intercept. 


If the North Koreans resume nuclear tests, they may test small, lighter “tactical” nuclear warheads that the 
country plans to mount on its newer, short-range missiles, increasing the threat against American allies in 
the region, South Korean defense officials say. 


Testing them is not only a political matter, but a technical one. “They must be technically prepared,” said 
Shin Beom-chul, a vice defense minister of South Korea, in a television interview broadcast last month. “It 
may not be a one-time test. North Korea may conduct two or three tests in a row.” 


HEADLINE | 11/13 Kherson celebrates as troops clear mines 


SOURCE | https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/11/13/world/russia-ukraine-war-news#zelensky-says-bomb-squads-are- 
clearing-explosives-in-reclaimed-kherson 


GIST As the residents of Kherson continued to celebrate the retreat of Russian troops from the southern 
Ukrainian port city, President Volodymyr Zelensky warned that dangers still lay ahead from Russian 
soldiers who were digging defenses outside the city and had left behind mines as they fled. 


“Tt is very important now to tell all Kherson residents to be careful and not try to independently check any 
buildings and objects left by the occupiers,” the Ukrainian leader said in his nightly address on Saturday. 
“Please, dear citizens of Kherson, be careful and inform the police or rescuers about any suspicious objects 
you see.” 


Mr. Zelensky’s plea reflected Ukrainian concerns that some Russian soldiers were still in the area, 
fortifying defensive positions on the other side of the Dnipro River, and that it was unclear whether they 
would fight, flee or surrender. Ukrainian military officials said some Russian soldiers in and around 
Kherson city were still actively fighting with Ukrainian forces, and that the city remained vulnerable to 
Russian artillery fire. 


Ukrainian officials had cleared more than 2,000 explosive devices, mines, trip wires, and unexploded 
ammunition, Mr. Zelensky said. Ten bomb squads were active in the area, and one soldier had been 
wounded while working, he added. 


Kherson, a vital Black Sea port and a gateway to the occupied Crimean Peninsula, was the first major city 
to fall to Russian forces after the start of their invasion on Feb. 24. Their retreat has left the city’s residents 
jubilant as Ukraine reclaims territory in the south of the country. Kyiv is in control in more than 60 
settlements around Kherson, Mr. Zelensky said. 


But amid the celebration, a devastating humanitarian crisis was coming into focus in Kherson, a city with a 
prewar population in the hundreds of thousands that has been left without basic services. 


“Before fleeing from Kherson, the occupiers destroyed all critical infrastructure — communication, water 
supply, heat, electricity,” Mr. Zelensky said. “But we will restore everything.” 


Food and medicine were also in short supply, but local officials said that they were expecting humanitarian 
aid to be delivered from the southern city of Mykolaiv and other nearby areas. Kherson’s current 
population is down to about 80,000, the city’s mayor, Roman Golovnya, told a local television station. 


Another pledge came from the head of the Ukrainian railways, Oleksandr Kamyshin, who said that crews 
will repair damaged tracks and rail cars. “A train to Kherson will be launched soon,” he said on the 
Telegram social network, without providing specifics. 


Ukrainian officials also said they had restored television and radio service. “We are currently broadcasting 
only one channel of Ukrainian television and radio, as the primary task for us was to provide Ukrainians 
with access to information as quickly as possible,” said an official with the state information service, 
Serhiy Semerey. 


Concerns also were growing on the outskirts of Kherson, where a dam about 40 miles to the northeast, in 
the town of Nova Kakhovka, had suffered damage from Thursday into Friday, when Russian forces 
retreated, according to satellite images. 


For weeks, the Ukrainians and the Russians have accused the other side of planning to damage the dam. 
But the Ukrainians have said they have no incentive to flood their own land, and accused Moscow of 
preparing a “false flag” operation to blow up the dam itself. Damage to the reservoir, which holds roughly 
the amount of water as Utah’s Great Salt Lake, could flood as many 80 towns, villages and cities, 
including Kherson. 


es 
11/11 ‘Tripledemic’ overwhelms ERs 


https://www.upi.com/Health News/2022/11/11/emergency-departments/5751668176230/ 


GIST Emergency rooms are clogged with people who are waiting for inpatient beds or other care and it's causing 
a crisis, according to the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP). 


ACEP is one of more than 30 medical, patient advocacy and public health and safety groups who have sent 
a letter to the White House asking for a summit to work on immediate and long-term solutions. 


The problem is urgent as U.S. emergency rooms deal with a "tripledemic" -- the respiratory disease threat 
of influenza, COVID-19 and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). 


Dubbed "boarding," the problem means too many patients are waiting to be seen by ER doctors, for 
hospital admission, to return to their nursing home or to be transferred to psychiatric, skilled nursing or 
other specialized facilities. 


"Boarding has been an unresolved, systemic challenge for decades, but it's currently at a level that we've 
never seen," said ACEP President Dr. Christopher Kang. 


"Patients with nowhere else to go are being held in emergency departments for days, weeks, or even 
months in some cases," he said in an ACEP news release. "Boarding is straining our system, accelerating 
emergency physician burnout, and putting patients’ lives at risk." 


ACEP collected more than 100 stories from emergency physicians throughout the United States to 
illustrate the severe consequences of boarding on emergency care teams and their patients. 


Patients deteriorate and sometimes die while waiting to be seen, according to ACEP. 
The groups are seeking collective action to help emergency departments address the crisis. 


"If the system is already this strained during our 'new normal,' how will emergency departments be able to 
cope with a sudden surge of patients from a natural disaster, school shooting, mass casualty traffic event or 
disease outbreak?" the letter to the White House asks. 
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11/12 Food banks face increasing demand 


SOURCE | https://www.king5.com/articlel/life/food/inflation-food-banks-busy-holiday-season/281-09a6e085-e9ec-4fdc- 
a23e-03041ad4ba74 


GIST SEATTLE — There are only two weeks away from Thanksgiving, and some families are feeling the 
pressure to get food on the table. 


It’s an open-door policy at a Paradise of Praise food bank in West Seattle, located near Holden Street and 
13th Avenue. 


"They know that our doors are always open, even if the food bank isn't open," said Gilda Holmes, the 
manager of Paradise of Praise Food Bank. 


Paradise of Praise has been providing food for dozens of people every Tuesday for the past 25 years. But 
demand is going up, with some struggling to purchase food due to inflation. 


"I think this is about 50 cards right here,” said Holmes. “So yeah, my clientele is going up, up, up." 


The market research firm Information Resources Incorporated (IRI) released data earlier this month, 
estimating a Thanksgiving meal will cost 13.5% more this year than in 2021. Another concern for the food 
bank is trying to get enough people a Thanksgiving staple. 


"This year is kind of up in the air as far as how many we'll receive because you got the bird flu going on 
and inflation itself,” said Holmes. “So, we'll accept turkeys from anybody that want to donate them to us." 


She said they've hosted various food drives and reached out to other partners to stay afloat. Despite some 
struggles, Holmes said the food bank will continue to do its best to get food on the table. 


"Don't stress, it's going to be okay, we always manage to feed everybody that comes to Paradise of Praise 
Foodbank, we hardly ever run out,” said Holmes. “I always have enough food here that you can make a 
meal for a week." 


ET 
11/12 Gas Works Park enters new phase cleanup 


SOURCE | https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/gas-works- 
shoreline-and-lake-bed-to-be-dred 

GIST On most sunny days, Seattle’s Gas Works Park is dotted with tourists and locals, some snapping pictures 
of their friends with the city skyline as a backdrop, others camped on a picnic blanket or towel with a book 
in hand. 


Derelict chimneys and tanks, once used for converting superheated coal into gas to power the city, cast 
shadows across the park’s grassy fields. 


They’re not the park’s only relics of an industrial past. 


Byproducts of past coal gasification and tar manufacturing on the site percolated in the soil and 
groundwater, and they’ ve plagued the area since the plant’s closure in the 1950s. 


Since the ‘70s, the city, Puget Sound Energy and the state have worked to clean up what’s beneath the 
surface. 


The final stage of the decadeslong process is underway. Earlier this month, state Department of Ecology 
officials hosted a public meeting to share tentative plans for the last round of cleanup: removing some of 
the remaining contaminants along the shoreline and in the water, and “capping” polluted soils, possibly 
with a few feet of clean sand. 


Much of the contaminated earth in the roughly 20-acre park was capped from 2000-15, said David Graves, 
strategic adviser for Seattle Parks and Recreation. That leaves over 50 acres, from the shore into the water 
around the park. 


The project likely won’t break ground until at least 2027, Graves said. Design and permitting will be a 
heavy lift. 


An environmental report released in October revealed some of the soil along the shoreline and offshore, 
and the groundwater contain such chemicals as arsenic, carbazole, dibenzofuran and nickel. 


And the cancer risk related to polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, found in fossil fuels is about two times 
what’s legally permitted, according to the report. 


Rebecca Neumann associate professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of 
Washington, said people shouldn’t be anxious about hanging out at Gas Works. 


People who eat contaminated soil or drink the groundwater at the park could be exposed, but most people 
aren’t doing that. 


The greater risk, Neumann said, is to organisms living near the lake bed. As those are consumed by larger 
animals, like fish, the contaminants are passed on. And humans are exposed if they eat those fish. 


Each contaminant is a remnant of historical industrial operations on and near the site, said John Herzog, 
senior principal geologist for GeoEngineers, the company contracted by the city and Puget Sound Energy 
to produce the environmental review. 


People can probably expect to see excavators working along the shore during the “fish window,” roughly 


from July to September, for two years. By the end, the park’s “no swimming” signs will finally come 
down, Graves said. 


“Tt’s an amazing kind of south-facing shoreline, waterfront park,” he said. ““You want people to be able to 
access the water.” 


Gas Works Park has long been an idyllic site. The mini-peninsula on Lake Union was recommended for a 
park, but instead Seattle Gas Light Co. purchased it in 1906. 


It was used for coal gasification for five decades. Nearby, the plant’s coal byproducts were repurposed in a 
tar manufacturing plant. The plant was, to some, a necessary evil, supplying power to homes and 
industries as the city grew. By 1930, the gas was pumped across the region, north to Everett and south to 
Kent. 


By the time it closed, it had become a blackened space that looked as if it had been bombed out, as one 
architect later described it. It was an industrial ruin: smelly, deserted and depressing. 


In the 1960s, locals voted to pay millions in taxes to clean up Lake Washington. And the city began 
acquiring some waterfront properties for parks, including Gas Works. 


The park’s architect, Richard Haag, found the gas company had dumped its waste on the shore, and 
continued to push it toward the lake as it accumulated. His team tried to clean it up. Years later, surveys 
found contaminants remained. 


The city of Seattle and PSE are the final cleanup’s funding partners. But PSE, the successors in interest to 
the Seattle Gas Light Co., will cover most of the cleanup costs, Graves said. Seattle will be eligible for 
funding from the state Department of Ecology through a grant program. 


Ecology will continue collecting public comments on the environmental review prepared for the city and 
Puget Sound Energy through Nov. 22. By the end of next year, a cleanup plan should be shared for the 
public to review. 


The cost could pencil out to somewhere between $60 million to $94 million, according to Ecology. 


Ken Workman, a great-grandson of Chief Seattle, said he’s happy to see the natural environment slowly 
being restored in places long abused by industry, like Gas Works Park and the Duwamish River, a federal 
Superfund site. 


“For thousands of years, we were just sitting out here as Native people living off the land,” Workman said. 
“All of those changes started when these new founders came in and they began to re-engineer the place — 
the same place that we’ve been living in for thousands of years.” 
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ps://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/11/12/uae-meddled-us-politics-intel-report/ 
GIST U.S. intelligence officials have compiled a classified report detailing extensive efforts to manipulate the 


American political system by the United Arab Emirates, an influential, oil-rich nation in the Persian Gulf 
long considered a close and trusted partner. 


The activities covered in the report, described to The Washington Post by three people who have read it, 
include illegal and legal attempts to steer U.S. foreign policy in ways favorable to the Arab autocracy. It 
reveals the UAE’s bid, spanning multiple U.S. administrations, to exploit the vulnerabilities in American 
governance, including its reliance on campaign contributions, susceptibility to powerful lobbying firms 
and lax enforcement of disclosure laws intended to guard against interference by foreign governments, 
these people said. Each spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss classified information. 


The document was compiled by the National Intelligence Council and briefed to top U.S. policymakers in 
recent weeks to guide their decision-making related to the Middle East and the UAE, which enjoys outsize 
influence in Washington. The report is remarkable in that it focuses on the influence operations of a 
friendly nation rather than an adversarial power such as Russia, China or Iran. It is also uncommon for a 
U.S. intelligence product to closely examine interactions involving U.S. officials given its mandate to 
focus on foreign threats. 


“The U.S. intelligence community generally stays clear of anything that could be interpreted as studying 
American domestic politics,” said Bruce Riedel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who served on 
the National Intelligence Council in the 1990s. 


“Doing something like this on a friendly power is also unique. It’s a sign that the U.S. intelligence 
community is willing to take on new challenges,” he said. 


Lauren Frost, a spokeswoman at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, declined to comment 
when asked about the report. 


The UAE’s ambassador to Washington, Yousef Al Otaiba, said he is “proud of the UAE’s influence and 
good standing in the U.S.” 


“Tt has been hard earned and well deserved. It is the product of decades of close UAE-US cooperation and 
effective diplomacy. It reflects common interests and shared values,” he said in a statement. 


The relationship is unique. Over the years, the United States has agreed to sell the UAE some of its most 
sophisticated and lethal military equipment, including MQ-9 Predator drones and advanced F-35 fighter 
jets, a privilege not bestowed on any other Arab country over concern about diminishing Israel’s 
qualitative military edge. 


Some of the influence operations described in the report are known to national security professionals, but 
such activities have flourished due to Washington’s unwillingness to reform foreign-influence laws or 
provide additional resources to the Department of Justice. Others activities more closely resemble 
espionage, people familiar with the report said. 


The UAE has spent more than $154 million on lobbyists since 2016, according to Justice Department 
records. It has spent hundreds of millions of dollars more on donations to American universities and think 
tanks, many that produce policy papers with findings favorable to UAE interests. 


There is no prohibition in the United States on lobbyists donating money to political campaigns. One U.S. 
lawmaker who read the intelligence report told The Post that it illustrates how American democracy is 
being distorted by foreign money, saying it should serve as a wake-up call. 


“A very clear red line needs to be established against the UAE playing in American politics,” said the 
lawmaker. “I’m not convinced we’ve ever raised this with the Emiratis at a high level.” 


Both the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and the State Department declined to comment on 
whether they have addressed the issue with senior UAE counterparts. 


The U.S. government’s muted public response follows President Joe Biden’s impassioned pitch to 
midterm elections voters last week that American democracy is under threat from powerful interests and 


needs concerted safeguarding. “With democracy on the ballot, we have to remember these first principles: 
Democracy means the rule of the people — not the rule of monarchs or the moneyed, but the rule of the 
people,” Biden said during a speech in Washington. 


The National Intelligence Council, or NIC, is the intelligence community’s premier analytic hub. Its 
products draw on information from the nation’s 18 intelligence agencies to speak with one voice on 
pressing national security issues. 


People who shared information about the report declined to provide copy of it. They said the activities 
attributed to the UAE in the report go well beyond mere influence peddling. 


One of the more brazen exploits involved the hiring of three former U.S. intelligence and military officials 
to help the UAE surveil dissidents, politicians, journalists and U.S. companies. In public legal filings, U.S. 
prosecutors said the men helped the UAE break into computers in the United States and other countries. 
Last year, all three admitted in court to providing sophisticated hacking technology to the UAE, agreeing 
to surrender their security clearances and pay about $1.7 million to resolve criminal charges. The Justice 
Department touted the settlement as a “first-of-its-kind resolution.” 


It did not involve prison time, however, and critics viewed the financial penalty as paltry given the 
substantial payments received by the former U.S. officials for their work, raising concerns it did little to 
dissuade similar future behavior. 


Those seeking reform also note the federal trial of Thomas Barrack, a longtime adviser to former President 
Donald Trump, who was acquitted this month of charges alleging he worked as an agent of the UAE and 
lied to federal investigators about it. 


U.S. prosecutors accused Barrack of exploiting his access to Trump to benefit the UAE and working a 
secret back channel for communications that involved passing sensitive information to Emirati officials. 
The evidence introduced in court included thousands of messages, social media posts and flight records, as 
well as communications showing that Emirati officials provided him with talking points for media 
appearances in which he praised the UAE. After one such interview, Barrack emailed a contact saying “I 
nailed it ... for the home team,” referring to the UAE. 


Barrack, who never registered with the U.S. government to lobby for the gulf state, vehemently denied the 
charges and prosecutors failed to convince a jury that his influence-peddling gave rise to crimes. An 
assistant of his, Matthew Grimes, was also acquitted. Barrack, though a spokesman, declined to comment. 


The UAE is far from alone in using aggressive tactics to try to bend the U.S. political system to its liking. 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Israel, Taiwan and scores of other governments run influence campaigns in the 
United States in an effort to impact U.S. policy. 


But the intelligence community’s scrutiny of the UAE indicates a heightened level of concern and a 
dramatic departure from the laudatory way the country is discussed in public by U.S. secretaries of state, 
defense and presidents, who routinely emphasize the “importance of further deepening the U.S.-UAE 
strategic relationship.” 


The UAE is a federation of sheikhdoms with more than 9 million people including the city-states of Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. 


Since 2012, it has been the third-biggest purchaser of U.S. weapons and built what many consider the most 
powerful military in the Arab world by cultivating close ties to the U.S. political, defense and military 
establishment. 


The UAE’s armed forces have fought alongside U.S. troops in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. The country 
also hosts 5,000 U.S. military personnel at al-Dhafra Air Base and U.S. warships at the Jebel Ali deep- 
water port. 


Boosters of the gulf state in U.S. think tanks and military circles often hail it as “Little Sparta” for its 
military prowess while sidestepping its human rights record and ironclad kinship with Saudi Arabia. 


There are no elections or political parties in the UAE, and no independent judiciary. Criticism of the 
government is banned, and trade unions and homosexuality are outlawed. Freedom House ranks the gulf 
state among the least free countries in the world. 


The stifling political environment stands in stark contrast to the country’s opulent cosmopolitan offerings, 
including the world’s tallest building, ski slopes inside a shopping mall and Ferrari World, a theme park 
inspired by the Italian sports car manufacturer. Its largest city, Dubai, is a tax-free business hub with glitzy 
five-star hotels, nightclubs and DJ concerts that feel incongruous to the nearby religious zeal of Saudi 
Arabia. In recent years, U.S. officials and independent watchdogs have warned that smuggling and money- 
laundering in the UAE have allowed criminals and militants to hide their wealth there. 


Focus on the UAE’s role in Washington grew following the death of Washington Post columnist Jamal 
Khashoggi in Turkey. The CIA concluded his killing was done at the behest of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohamed bin Salman, a revelation that caused Washington lobbying firms and think tanks to sever their 
financial ties to Riyadh. Though the UAE had no involvement, the crown prince’s status as a protégé of 
Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the ruler of the United Arab Emirates known as MBZ, invited greater 
scrutiny. 


“MBZ was a big part of the crowd who said the Saudi crown prince would be a reformer, make Saudi 
Arabia a more normal country, give women the right to vote — all of which crashed when Khashoggi was 
killed,” Riedel said. 


Concerns about the UAE among human rights groups grew with its military involvement in the brutal war 
in Yemen, from which it has since withdrawn. The gulf state also angered U.S. officials after the Defense 
Department’s watchdog said the UAE may have been financing the Wagner Group, a Russian mercenary 
army close to the Kremlin that has been accused of atrocities in Libya, Ukraine and Africa. The UAE 
denies the charge. 


Though the UAE has maintained strong bipartisan support in the United States, it cultivated a particularly 
close connection to the Trump administration, which approved the $23 billion sale of F-35s, MQ-9s and 
other munitions to the gulf state. The transfer, which has faced resistance by congressional Democrats, has 
not moved forward yet but is supported by the Biden administration. 


Last month, The Post revealed the UAE’s extensive courtship of retired high-ranking U.S. military 
personnel. The investigation showed that over the past seven years, 280 retired U.S. service members have 
worked as military contractors and consultants for the UAE, more than for any other country, and that the 
advisory jobs pay handsomely. 


Instrumental to the UAE’s success in Washington has been Otaiba, an ambassador who has forged strong 
connections with powerful politicians and business leaders across the political spectrum. 


The intelligence report is careful not to identify specific individuals, according to people who have read it, 
but it mentions several meetings and conversations involving U.S. and Emirati officials. One passage 
refers to a meeting of a senior U.S. and senior UAE official who commended each other for “single- 
handedly” salvaging the U.S.-UAE relationship. One person who read the report said it was an 
unmistakable reference to Otaiba. 


When asked about the intelligence community’s findings, Otaiba said he has been “honored to be among a 
group of serious people with good intentions in both countries that have built a full and lasting partnership 
that has made the UAE, the U.S. and the region more secure, more prosperous, and more open-minded.” 


Some U.S. lawmakers in both parties have proposed legislation to curb foreign influence in U.S. politics. 
A bill introduced last year by Rep. Katie Porter (D-Calif.) would prohibit political campaign committees 
from accepting money from lobbyists registered with a foreign country. Other reform proposals include 
increasing disclosure requirements, providing more resources to the Justice Department’s foreign 
influence unit and standardizing filing data, said Anna Massoglia, a foreign-influence expert at 
OpenSecrets, an organization that tracks political spending, 


“While the U.S. does have some disclosure rules in place, there are still a number of loopholes that allow 
individuals to work on behalf of foreign interests in this country without disclosing their work,” Massoglia 
said. 
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For years, Russian entrepreneur Yevgeny Prigozhin supported President Vladimir Putin’s foreign military 
interventions from the shadows with his Wagner paramilitary group. 


Now, the man known as “Putin’s chef” for his Kremlin-linked catering business is leveraging his fighters’ 
prominence on the battlefield to boost his influence over the military and in the Kremlin. Analysts say 
Wagner’s expanded role exposes the haplessness of Russia’s war effort. 


In recent weeks, Mr. Prigozhin has launched a publicity blitz, openly acknowledging his role as Wagner’s 
founder, launching a flashy new headquarters for the group in St. Petersburg and touting plans for 
paramilitary training camps for volunteers living on Russia’s borders with Ukraine. 


Mr. Prigozhin is a staunch acolyte of Mr. Putin, who has become increasingly reliant on the 61-year-old 
fellow native of St. Petersburg as the Russian military’s invasion of Ukraine has faltered. At the same 
time, Mr. Prigozhin has openly challenged the power of Russia’s army, decrying military incompetence 
over its retreats. 


Mr. Prigozhin “appears to be gaining increasing influence in the Kremlin, with his private military 
company being increasingly relied upon to provide fundamental security tasks normally expected of the 
Russian state,” said Ian Stubbs, senior military adviser at the U.K. delegation to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe. That expanded role for an organization accused of war crimes and 
now recruiting convicted criminals, he said, “is itself a telling indicator of the parlous state of Putin’s war 
machine.” 


In the last decade, Mr. Prigozhin emerged as a central figure in Mr. Putin’s efforts to spread Russia’s 
influence and undermine the West while maintaining a measure of deniability for the Kremlin, Western 
officials say. He deployed Wagner to further Russia’s aims in Ukraine, Syria and Africa. He gained 
notoriety in the U.S. after a federal grand jury indicted him on charges of conspiracy to defraud the U.S. 
by tampering in the 2016 presidential election with an army of online trolls. 


Since the start of this year’s invasion, when Mr. Putin cast aside the pretense that Russia wasn’t active in 
Ukraine, Mr. Prigozhin has embraced a more public role with statements laced with bombast and sarcasm. 
Ahead of this month’s midterm elections, he thumbed his nose at the earlier U.S. accusations, hinting he 
was meddling again, without offering proof. 


In Ukraine, Mr. Prigozhin has coordinated loosely with the military’s units on the ground, establishing 
mostly his own supply lines for his fighters, who number several thousand, analysts said. But as Russia’s 
military has lost ground to Ukrainian advances in recent months, Mr. Prigozhin has made a move to prove 
Wagner’s worth and highlight the military’s failings. 


Wagner has coordinated loosely with the Defense Ministry since the start of the invasion, though it has 
increasingly acted more independently, analysts say. The group led a sustained attack on the Ukraine- 
controlled city of Bakhmut in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region through much of September and October. 
While the city didn’t have any strategic significance, analysts said Wagner’s effort there was to highlight 
its activity while formal troop formations were losing ground around Kharkiv, Kupyansk and Izyum. 


At the same time, Mr. Prigozhin has shown favor to some commanders while criticizing others in an effort 
to influence Defense Ministry decisions. He was one of the leading voices in an online campaign against 
the Defense Ministry’s Col. Gen. Alexander Lapin, blaming him for Russia’s battlefield losses. Mr. Lapin 
was ultimately pulled from his role as commander of Russia’s central military district following the 
criticism, though it was unclear whether he had been suspended or fired. 


“Prosecuting these vendettas is creating internal conflicts at a time when the Russian state needs to be 
unified and efficient,” said Mark Galeotti, principal director of London-based consulting firm Mayak 
Intelligence. 


By contrast, the Russian businessman has praised the appointment of Gen. Sergei Surovikin as commander 
of all of Russia’s troops in Ukraine, calling him the most competent commander of the Russian military. 


When Mr. Surovikin announced earlier this week that Russian troops would be pulling out of Ukraine’s 
southern city of Kherson, Mr. Prigozhin distanced himself from the retreat, saying it wasn’t Wagner that 
was retreating, but praised the commander. 


“The decision taken by Surovikin is difficult, but he acted like a man, without being afraid of 
responsibility,” Mr. Prigozhin wrote on his catering company’s press-service account on the Russian 
social-media network VK. 


While Mr. Prigozhin was reliant on the Kremlin for money to create and run Wagner, his current moves 
are aimed at working “to build an independent power base and shape the conduct of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine,” said the Institute for the Study of War. 


“Putin’s dependency on Prigozhin’s forces around Bakhmut...allows Prigozhin privileges such as voicing 
his criticisms of the Kremlin or the Russian Armed Forces without significant ramifications,” the 
assessment from ISW said. 


Mr. Prigozhin has denied any political ambitions, but recent weeks have seen him expand the scope of his 
operations to the Russian regions bordering Ukraine. The group’s training camps will serve to prepare 
local residents in case the war in Ukraine comes to Russian soil, he said. He said local businessmen should 
regularly rotate a quarter of their workers to training to make sure the regions most vulnerable to the 
spreading of the conflict remained on guard. 


“Local residents know their region like no one else and are able to fight with enemy reconnaissance teams 
and take the first blow if necessary,” he said, adding that he would fund the training centers himself. “I 
don’t need anything from the federal or the regional budget; I don’t need anything.” 


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Moscow appreciated Mr. Prigozhin’s contributions to the 
country, but didn’t comment on his work with Wagner, TASS state news agency reported. 


Mr. Prigozhin, meanwhile, appears to revel in his status as a kind of Bond villain. 
With Moscow desperate for troops this summer, he began recruiting in jails. He has said he has visited 
several penal colonies, and a video appeared in September of a man who looked like him standing before 


inmates in a Siberian prison recruiting for Wagner. 


In mid-October, a video on the Prigozhin-linked Federal News Agency showed men bandaged and missing 
limbs receiving awards from Wagner as well as amnesty papers for their service. 


In a separate video, Mr. Prigozhin, himself a former convict, speaks with the four of them. 


“We? ll get you prosthetics and then what?” he asks. “Back to the front to fight,” he says, laughing. 
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NEW YORK - Vladimir Putin’s military draft following his invasion of Ukraine has triggered a flood of 
Russians moving to nearby countries with visa-free entry, such as Turkey or Georgia. For some wealthier 
citizens, an alluring alternative has opened on a faraway island in the Caribbean. 


Demand from wealthy Russians looking to flee is helping drive the spike in applications for Grenada’s 
citizenship by investment initiative, according to Richard Hallam, a special adviser to the program. He 
estimates they could make up the biggest chunk of applicants this year. 


For a minimum investment of US$150,000 (S$205,000), applicants can receive a Grenada passport that 
allows for visa-free travel to more than 100 destinations, including China, the United Kingdom and 
Europe’s Schengen area. It’s also the only Caribbean country with an investor treaty with the United States 
that allows its citizens to apply for non-immigrant visas. 


Grenada initially banned Russians from its citizenship by investment programme in March along with 
other Caribbean neighbours, but reversed course in June. Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda are among the 


countries that have maintained bans. 


Applications for Grenada’s investor visas have nearly quadrupled to almost 200 since it reversed its 


prohibition on Russians, according to the country’s ministry of finance. 


“All of those who were preparing applications were in limbo” until the ban was removed, said Mr Hallam, 
who is also citizenship by investment director for Ora Caribbean, a resort developer owned by billionaire 
Naguib Sawiris. “It’s like turning off the tap and then reopening it.” 


Karline Purcell, who heads Grenada’s citizenship by investment programme, didn’t respond to a request 
for comment. 


Mr Putin’s invasion has resulted in a split among countries and regions over whether to allow Russian 
visitors, with the European Union in September making it more difficult and expensive for them to visit. 
Many of Russia’s wealthiest citizens, meanwhile, have shifted assets and superyachts to places such as 
Dubai and Turkey to seek refuge from Western sanctions. 


“If you weren’t pro-Putin and you were still in the country, you couldn’t get out,” Mr Hallam said this 
week during the America Outbound summit in New York. “Just because one particular Russian invaded a 
country, you can’t decide all Russians are evil.” 


Known as the Spice Island, Grenada has been a politically stable tax haven since the US-led invasion in 
the 1980s, with no capital gains, inheritance or global income taxes. 


Its parliament created the citizenship by investment programme in 2013, and it has since drawn some 
wealthy Chinese applicants looking to avoid long backlogs for similar US programmes. 
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Coronavirus cases and hospitalizations are starting to increase in Los Angeles County amid the wider 
circulation of newer Omicron subvariants. 


With flu and respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV, also on the rise statewide, officials are urging residents to 
take steps to protect themselves — including wearing masks and getting the updated COVID-19 
booster and flu shots. 


"Our winter virus season is here early, especially for our kids. We are seeing stress on our clinics and 
hospitals that care for kids, especially infants and kids under 12,” Dr. Tomas Aragon, California's public 
health director and health officer, said in a statement. "Kids get infected from other kids and adults, so 
everyone needs to do their part." 


Besides getting vaccinated or boosted and wearing masks, Aragon urged Californians to stay home when 
they're sick, wash their hands regularly and cover up when they cough or sneeze. 


So far, though, few residents have gotten the updated COVID-19 vaccine — also known as the bivalent 
booster — that became available in September. Only 12% of L.A. County residents 5 and older eligible for 
the updated booster have received it. Statewide, bivalent booster coverage stands at 13.3%. 


The booster campaign is also lagging among seniors, a group at particular risk of severe health impacts 
from COVID-19. Only about 25% of L.A. County residents 65 and older have gotten the shot. 


"This low number is worrying, especially given the possibility of a winter surge fueled by new strains of 
the virus that are very infectious," county Public Health Director Barbara Ferrer said. "Those over 65 
remain at elevated risk for severe illness from COVID-19. And for many older people, it has been months 
since their last booster." 


Getting an updated booster is important because immunity from coronavirus infection — whether from 
previous vaccinations and boosters or a prior illness — weakens over time. 


"If a person contracts COVID-19, there is always the risk of hospitalization and death," Ferrer said. "While 
three-quarters of the people who pass away are in fact elderly, that means 25% of the people who pass 
away are not." 


In L.A. County, just 15% of eligible adults age 50 to 64 have received the updated booster, and only 10% 
of those in their 30s and 40s have. Only 6% of the eligible youngest adults have gotten an updated booster, 
as have 5% of adolescents and 4% of children age 5 to 11. 


"Even if a person contracts Omicron, and it feels like a mild infection, there is always the risk of passing it 
onto another person for whom it will not be a mild infection, especially if you're asymptomatic or if you 
don't even have symptoms," Ferrer said. 


Lower uptake of the updated booster among seniors has been noted in Central and South L.A., Southeast 
Los Angeles County, the Eastside, parts of the northern San Fernando Valley and the Antelope Valley. 
Areas with higher rates include the Westside, the South Bay, the Hollywood Hills, the southern San 
Fernando Valley and the Santa Clarita Valley. 


The San Gabriel Valley was split, with some areas like Pasadena, South Pasadena, San Marino, La 
Crescenta, Altadena, La Cafiada Flintridge, Sierra Madre, Claremont and Walnut reporting a high uptake, 
while cities such as Azusa, Baldwin Park, El Monte, Irwindale and Rosemead had lower adherence 
"Even in areas where the bivalent booster uptake is higher, it's still not high enough. There's no areas 
where it meets that 60% number that we want to see for preparedness," Ferrer said. 


Officials fear that low uptake of the updated booster will result in needless infections, hospitalizations and 
deaths in the coming months. Ferrer urged that people get their COVID booster and flu shot as soon as 
possible, since it is now less than two weeks before Thanksgiving — and it takes two weeks for the shots 
to provide full protection. 


"Maximize your protection and get vaccinated today if you're planning on having as much protection as 
you can from the vaccines by Thanksgiving," Ferrer said. Getting vaccinated as soon as possible, she 
added, "is going to help you add protection." 


There are a few reasons why this latest phase of the COVID-19 vaccine campaign has been slow, officials 
and experts say. Many people may not know about the additional booster or realize that, unlike earlier 
offerings, it has been redesigned with a new formula that protects against both the original version of the 
coronavirus as well as some of the more recent Omicron strains, including BA.5. 


Others may think that they're still well-protected by their prior vaccine or booster. And, for some, they 
may just be unwilling to roll up their sleeve for a fourth, fifth or even sixth time. 


"We weren't able at the beginning to say this is a vaccine you're going to need to take over and over and 
over again,” Ferrer said. "So I feel like there is a lot of confusion, and we haven't done a good job sorting 
through those confusions." 


From public health's perspective, she said, "we're back to an all-out effort." 
Officials have long warned of the possibility that the coronavirus could rebound again this fall and winter. 


And while the overall pandemic picture remains relatively rosy, there are some signs that transmission is 
beginning to ramp up. 


Statewide, coronavirus cases for the week that ended Tuesday climbed 10% from the prior week, to 59 
cases a week for every 100,000 residents. A rate of 50 to 99 is considered substantial; 100 or more is 
considered high. 


The number of coronavirus-positive patients hospitalized statewide climbed 8% from the prior week, to 
1,871 as of Thursday. 


Los Angeles County was averaging 1,302 coronavirus cases a day for the weekly period that ended 
Thursday, a 24% increase from the prior week. On a per capita basis, L.A. County was recording 90 cases 
a week for every 100,000 residents. 


"We've really been slowly but steadily increasing since Nov. 1," Ferrer said. Should the case rate rise to 
100 or more, L.A. County will again strongly recommend wearing masks in indoor public settings. 


There were 502 coronavirus-positive patients in hospitals in L.A. County on Thursday, up 11% from the 
prior week. 


Statewide, estimates suggest the share of admitted coronavirus-positive patients who are in the hospital 
due to COVID-19 illness has remained relatively stable, at around 45%, since April. The other patients are 
being treated for issues not related to COVID-19. 


"It is important to note that even though half of these patients may not be hospitalized because they have 
COVID-19, they still influence hospital workload and burden due to special infection control precautions 
and placement that any patient with COVID-19 infection needs that is different than other patients,” the 
California Department of Public Health wrote in a statement to The Times. 


Officials also are closely watching the rising dominance of new Omicron subvariants. Combined, BQ.1 
and BQ.1.1 comprise an estimated 44% of coronavirus cases nationwide, according to the latest figures 


from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. BA.5, long the dominant version of the virus, 
now accounts for just under 30%. 


"Given the rapid rise of BQ.1 and BQ.1.1, many are predicting these strains — which are highly 
transmissible — are likely to drive an increase in cases this fall and winter,” Ferrer said. 


But "while part of the reason they outcompete other COVID strains that are circulating is because they're 
evading some of our prior protections," Ferrer noted that BQ.1, BQ.1.1 — as well as another subvariant, 
BF.7 — are all descendants of BA.5. 


"This is very likely to indicate that the new bivalent booster is a good match for reducing severe illness 
and death," she said. 


So far, BQ.1.1 hasn't resulted in a surge in hospitalizations. Dr. Eric Topol, director of the Scripps 
Research Translational Institute in La Jolla, wrote Friday on Twitter that New York state — which has the 
highest percentage of coronavirus cases due to BQ.1.1 — "still shows no sign of increased COVID 
hospitalizations." 


However, the pandemic continues to exact a deadly toll. At least 1,167 COVID-19 deaths have been 
reported in California since the start of October, including about 400 in Los Angeles County. 


Of particular concern was an increasing number of coronavirus outbreaks at nursing homes in L.A. 
County. There were 21 in the past week, a level large enough for it to be considered of "high concern" by 
officials, Ferrer said. Only about 50% of residents in skilled nursing facilities have received the updated 
booster, and efforts are underway to get more of them the shot. 


Ee 
11/12 Top-10 most expensive zip codes in US 


https://www.cnbc.com/2022/11/12/most-expensive-zip-codes-in-the-us.html 
GIST For the third straight year, Atherton, California, is the most expensive ZIP code in the U.S. to own a home. 
Homes in the exclusive Bay Area town sold for a median price of $9 million in 2022, increasing 0.56% 
from 2021, according to an analysis by online realtor RealtyHop. The first-place ranking goes back three 
years to when the annual rankings were first tracked. 


Near Stanford University, and home of tech executives and venture capitalists, Atherton has resisted 
development of multifamily properties, which has kept homes large and exclusive. 


In second place is Sagaponack, New York, an enclave of a few hundred residents in the Hamptons, 
followed by the posh Bel Air neighborhood in Los Angeles. Third place is perhaps the most famous ZIP 
code in the U.S.: 90210 — namesake of the 90s teen melodrama “Beverly Hills, 90210.” 


Below are the 10 most expensive ZIP codes in the country, ranked by median home sale prices: 
1. Atherton, California (94027) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $9,000,000 


2. Sagaponack, New York (11962) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $6,972,500 


3. Beverly Hills, California (90210) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $6,699,500 


4. Boston (02199) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $6,200,000 


5. Fisher Island, Florida (33109) 


Median home sale price in 2022: $6,100,000 


6. Water Mill, New York (11976) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $5,500,000 


7. Montecito, California (93108) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $4,995,000 


8. Ross, California (94957) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $4,699,500 


9. Newport Beach, California (92662) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $4,674,750 


10. Bridgehampton, New York (11932) 
Median home sale price in 2022: $4,395,000 


New York, Los Angeles and San Francisco are some of the richest cities in the world, so it’s not surprising 
that ZIP codes in or near these cities dominate the rankings. 


The median home price for the 100 most expensive ZIP codes was $2,749,500 in 2022, an increase of 
11.03% from last year, the study says. 


To compile the rankings, RealtyHop looked at prices for all types of homes in all ZIP codes in the country, 
between Jan. 1, 2022, and Oct. 19, 2022. Listings with invalid ZIP codes, including single-building ZIP 
codes, were excluded. 


a 
11/12 It is a terrible time to buy a house 


SOURCE igh-rates/index.html 
GIST There is no sugarcoating it: This is a terrible time to buy a home. 


Mortgage rates for a 30-year fixed rate loan are now hovering above 7%, more than 4 percentage points 
higher than a year ago. That has slashed a typical buyer’s purchasing power by 14%, according to Black 
Knight, a mortgage data company. 


With fewer people able or interested in buying now, home sales have been falling. Just 16% of people say 
now is a good time to buy a home, a record low, according to a monthly survey conducted by Fannie Mae 
in October. 


Still, that’s barely made a dent in home prices, which soared to new heights during the pandemic and are 
now just easing off of all-time highs. 


Another thing tamping down sales is stubbornly low inventory of available homes for sale, said Jackie 
Lafferty, a real estate agent with Baird & Warner Real Estate in Chicago. 


“Tt is something I’ve never seen a combination of, this lack of inventory and higher interest rates,” Lafferty 
said. “There is no motivation for people to move unless they have to.” 


But whether people need to move because of a new job, a divorce, an addition to the family or they simply 
don’t want to give up after years of trying to buy a home, there are still buyers out there. 


“Even if sales slow down, real estate doesn’t stop,” said Lafferty. “People need a place to live.” 


For those who are pressing on, here are a few ways you can take some of the sting out of buying a home. 


Take a loan now and refinance later 
Buyers taking out a mortgage now are doing so with the hope that within a couple years, rates might 
meaningfully drop and they can refinance to a lower rate. 


“Yes, rates have gone up much farther and faster than anyone expected them to,” said Melissa Cohn, 
regional vice president at William Raveis Mortgage. “But if you can afford to buy today and want and 
need to, you shouldn’t let the higher rate environment stop you, knowing that at some point in the next 
year, two years at the most, rates are likely to be significantly lower.” 


The downside: You'll still have to stomach the higher rate for the time being. There is some risk that 
interest rates may not fall, or at least not by much. And if mortgage rates don’t go down, you could be 
stuck with it for a while, said Delyse Berry, CEO and principal broker at Upstate Down in Rhinebeck, 
New York. 


“There could be a decrease in rates in the middle of 2023,” she said. “If that comes to pass, you can do a 
refinance and secure a lower interest rate and lower payments. But these rates could now be the new cost 
of doing business.” 


Plus, refinancing can be extremely costly. Typically, closing costs run between 2% and 5% of the loan’s 
principal amount. 


And unexpected events may prevent you from refinancing, like losing your job or losing value in your 
home. 


Get an adjustable rate loan 

More home buyers are exploring options outside of the standard 30-year fixed-rate mortgage. For 
example, adjustable rate mortgages, or ARMs, now make up 12% of mortgage applications, up from 3% a 
year ago, according to Mortgage Bankers Association. 


While the average rate for a 30-year fixed-rate loan was 7.08% last week, the rate for the 5-year Treasury- 
indexed hybrid adjustable rate mortgage was a full percentage point lower at 6.06%, according to Freddie 
Mac. Though they are still 30-year loans, ARMs offer a fixed rate for a set period — typically 5, 7 or 10 
years — after which the interest rate resets to current market rates. 


“Buying today is about figuring out what can you do to bridge this high-rate environment to get yourself 
comfortable with your acquisition,” said Cohn. “When rates drop, it is time to see what your more 
permanent solution will be.” 


For buyers who may be moving out of the home in 5 to 7 years anyway, an ARM may be a way to boost 
purchasing power. 


“For the first 5 or 7 years of an adjustable rate mortgage, it walks, talks and acts just like a fixed-rate 
mortgage,” said Cohn. “It has a lower rate and lower payment because the bank is only guaranteeing it for 
a shorter period of time.” 

If rates come down, an ARM could reset to a better rate. 

The downside: Borrowers must also accept the risk that rates could be even higher when the loan resets, 
or any time over the life of the loan. After the fixed period, ARMs can reset every year or every six 


months. 


However, most do have caps on how much a rate can go up or down during each reset period and over the 
life of the loan, so it’s important to understand how your loan works. 


Buy down your interest rate with points 


Borrowers can lower their payments by paying more upfront to buy down their mortgage rate. This will 
lower the loan’s interest rate, either permanently or temporarily. 


While a permanent buydown changes your rate for the life of a loan, a temporary buydown provides lower 
rates for a period of time. 


In a temporary buydown, typically borrowers get two percentage points off the loan’s rate for the first 
year, one percentage point off for the second year, and by the third year, the loan returns to its original rate 
for the remainder of its term. By then, many borrowers expect there to be lower interest rates, which leaves 
open the possibility of refinancing. 


“That is a meaningful difference for the first year of the loan, lowering your rate from 7% to 5%,” said 
Cohn. 


The downside: While getting a lower interest rate is very appealing, it means shelling out more money up 
front. That might not make financial sense if you don’t plan to stay in the house for a long time. 


“Tt takes about five years to break even on paying down one point,” said Cohn. “Knowing that rates are 
likely to be meaningfully lower by then, you might be better off taking the money you’d use to pay for 
points to pay for refinancing later.” 


Request a seller’s credit to buy down your rate 
In some housing markets, competition among buyers has softened, and sellers are being forced to be more 
flexible on offers. 


One way a buyer can reduce their payments is to ask for a seller’s credit, or a seller’s concession, as part of 
the deal. Buyers can then use that money to buy down the interest rate on their mortgage and reduce their 
monthly payments. 


“Sellers are willing to negotiate more now than they have in the past,” said Trudy Kelly, a senior home 
loan specialist at Churchill Mortgage in Oregon. 


In September, when mortgage rates were around 5.75%, Kelly worked with borrowers who were buying a 
$590,000 house. Rather than offering $15,000 or $20,000 below the asking price to reduce the cost of the 
monthly payments, the buyers asked for a $15,000 seller’s concession. 


If the buyers had made the lower offer and got the home for $575,000, their monthly savings would be 
$78, said Kelly. But by paying down the interest rate by one percentage point, their payments dropped by 
$340 a month. 


“That is a huge difference,” she said. “Ultimately, what that did for them was expand their budget. It 
lowered their debt-to-income ratio giving them more purchase power. It puts them in a time machine and 
takes them back to April or May [when rates were lower].” 


The downside: In many areas, it’s still a seller’s market. Asking for a credit or concession might be less 
appealing to a seller if they have other offers. 


Buy in cash or increase your down payment 
If you’ ve got the cash to buy a home, now is a good time to do it. Not only will you avoid paying a high 
rate on a mortgage, you’ll likely be able to negotiate for a better price. 


But not many people can pay in cash: 97% of homebuyers over the past year needed to finance their home, 
according to a recent report from the National Association of Realtors. 


Even if you don’t have enough for an all-cash deal, throwing more at the down payment will reduce the 
amount of your mortgage, lower your monthly payments, and mean paying less interest over the life of the 


loan. If you own your current home, you can leverage some of the cash from your sale or possibly even tap 
the equity to boost your down payment. 


By making a larger down payment you will not only reduce your loan balance but also increase your home 
equity, money you can recoup when you sell — assuming the property appreciates. 


The downside: Using cash toward a real estate purchase is always a trade-off, as you’ ll have to forgo 
other potential investments. And for most buyers, coughing up more cash just isn’t an option. The typical 
down payment for first-time buyers was 6%, while it was 17% for repeat buyers. according to the National 
Association of Realtors. 


Ee 
11/12 Canada sharpens criticism of China 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/12/world/canada/justin-trudeau-china.html 
GIST In 2015, just weeks after he was made prime minister and had formed his cabinet, Justin Trudeau was at 


the Group of 20 leaders’ summit meeting in Turkey. His trip was notable for the mutual admiration he and 
China’s leader, Xi Jinping, expressed for each other. 


But before heading off to attend the G20 summit in Bali next week, Mr. Trudeau offered a much different 
take on China. 


He was responding to a Global News report that the cabinet had been told by the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service that at least 11 candidates in the last federal election had been secretly funded by 
China. 


“Unfortunately we’re seeing that countries, state actors from around the world, whether it’s China or 
others, are continuing to play aggressive games with our institutions, with our democracies,” Mr. Trudeau 
told reporters. “The world is changing, and sometimes in quite scary ways, and we need to make sure that 
those who are tasked with keeping us safe every single day are able to do that.” 


But the criticism of China didn’t end there. Later in the week, Mélanie Joly, the foreign minister, called 
China an “increasingly disruptive global power.” 


She also had a warning. 


“What I would like to say to Canadians doing business in and with China: You need to be cleareyed,” Ms. 
Joly said. “As Canada’s top diplomat, my job is to tell you that there are geopolitical risks linked to doing 
business with the country.” 


Also this week, Frangois-Philippe Champagne, the industry minister, ordered three Chinese companies 
to divest their ownership stakes in Canadian companies that mine lithium and other scarce, increasingly in- 
demand minerals for things like electric car batteries. 


Mr. Trudeau came to office promising to repair relations with China. Under Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s Conservative government, those relations had become badly frayed to, in the view of many in 
Canada’s business community, the detriment of trade relations. 


But the current government’s reversal on relations with China has been firmly entrenched since December 
2018, when the Chinese government jailed Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig, two Canadians in China, 
shortly after Canada had arrested Meng Wanzhou, a Chinese telecommunications executive, in Vancouver, 
at the request of the United States government. 


During the 1,030-day standoff that followed, Mr. Trudeau and his cabinet ministers were circumspect 
when it came to criticizing China, apparently fearing that it might endanger the two Canadians. But after 
the hostage-taking ended, the government has been gradually building up to a more aggressive stance. 


Last month in Washington, Chrystia Freeland, the deputy prime minister and finance minister, called on 
democracies to break with countries ruled by autocratic governments and to move toward trading with 
each other, an idea often called “friendshoring.” 


Also in Washington last month, Mr. Champagne said that Canada wanted “a decoupling, certainly from 
China, and I would say other regimes in the world which don’t share the same values.” 


Global concern about China escalated last month when Mr. Xi used the Communist Party Congress to give 
himself near-absolute power while indicating that security of the state, rather than economic matters, was 
the nation’s priority. 


My colleague Li Yuan wrote in the New New World column this week that members of China’s business 
community increasingly were no longer willing to turn a blind eye to Mr. Xi’s grasp on power and that 
they fear what might be coming. 


Tripp Mickle, Chang Che and Daisuke Wakabayashi also looked into how Apple’s relationship with 
China, where inexpensive manufacturing turned Apple into the world’s most valuable corporation, had 
become a liability. 


In her speech this week, Ms. Joly announced that Canada would soon release a new strategy for Indo- 
Pacific relations. While she offered no details, there is speculation that Mr. Trudeau may reveal parts of it 
over the next few days at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in Thailand or at the G20 
summit. 


There certainly has been no shortage of advice to the government as it develops the plan. 


Adam Fisher, the director general of intelligence assessments at the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service, told a House of Commons committee last week that “without a doubt China is the foremost 
aggressor” in the world when it comes to interfering with and “corrupting” other nations’ political 
systems. 


He told lawmakers that China was “interested in working within the system to corrupt it, compromising 
officials, elected officials and individuals at all levels of government, within industry, within civil society, 
using our open and free society for their nefarious purposes.” 


HEADLINE | 11/12 Russia sets new capital for Kherson region 


SOURCE | https://www.nytimes.comllive/2022/11/12/world/russia-ukraine-war-news#russias-occupying-forces-say- 
theyve-set-up-a-new-capital-in-the-kherson-region 

GIST The Kremlin-installed officials who had been occupying the southern Ukrainian city of Kherson said on 
Saturday that they had set up a new administrative capital in a seaside resort town about 110 miles to the 
east. 


“Today, the temporary administrative capital of the Kherson region is Henichesk,” Aleksandr Fomin, a 
representative of the region’s administration, told reporters. “All the main authorities are concentrated 
there.” 


The move comes less than a month and a half after Moscow moved to annex the region, with its capital in 
Kherson city. But as Ukrainian forces advanced with a counteroffensive aimed at recapturing territory in 
the south, Kremlin-appointed administrators in the city relocated earlier this month and urged civilians to 
evacuate. 


And Russia’s defense ministry said on Friday that the withdrawal of its forces and equipment from the city 
of Kherson was complete. Officials said that 115,000 civilians “who wanted to leave the area” had been 
evacuated to Russian-held territory. 


Henichesk, which last year had an estimated population of just under 20,000, lies on the Azov Sea, and 
its “pink lake,” one of several in the Kherson region, is a popular tourist attraction. Russian forces seized the 
town on Feb. 24, the first day of their full-scale invasion. 


Shortly afterward, Henichesk was the scene of a widely shared video in which a local resident berated a 
Russian soldier. Pulling sunflower seeds from her pocket, she said, “Take these seeds and put them in your 
pockets so at least sunflowers will grow when you all lie down here.” 


Other residents protested the occupation in March, carrying posters that read, “Henichesk is Ukraine,” and 
holding the national flag. 


The deputy head of Russia’s occupation forces in Kherson, Kirill Stremousov, died in a car accident near 
Henichesk this past week. His death was announced shortly after Russia’s defense minister, Sergei K. 
Shoigu, ordered Russian troops to retreat from Kherson city and take up positions on the east side of the 
Dnipro River. 


11/11 US commits additional assistance Ukraine 


GIST 


ps://www.hstoday.us/ukraine/400-million-in-additional-assistance-for-ukraine/ 
The Department of Defense (DoD) announces the authorization Thursday of a Presidential Drawdown of 
security assistance valued at up to $400 million to meet Ukraine’s critical security and defense needs. This 
authorization is the Biden Administration’s twenty-fifth drawdown of equipment from DoD inventories 
for Ukraine since August 2021. 


Capabilities in this package include: 
Missiles for HAWK air defense systems; 
Four Avenger air defense systems, and Stinger missiles; 
Additional ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS); 
21,000 155mm artillery rounds; 
500 precision-guided 155mm artillery rounds; 
10,000 120mm mortar rounds; 
100 High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWVs); 
400 grenade launchers; 
Small arms, optics, and more than 20,000,000 rounds of small arms ammunition; 
Demolition equipment for obstacle clearing; 
Cold weather protective gear. 


With Russia’s unrelenting and brutal air attacks on Ukrainian critical infrastructure, additional air defense 
capabilities are critical. The HAWK missiles, which will be refurbished using Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative funds, will complement Spain’s recent commitment of HAWK launchers to help Ukraine meet 
this threat. The Avenger short-range air defense systems will also provide Ukraine with capability to 
protect Ukrainian troops and critical infrastructure against Unmanned Aerial Systems and helicopters. 


In total, the United States has committed more than $19.3 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since 
the beginning of the Biden Administration. Since 2014, the United States has committed more than $21.4 
billion in security assistance to Ukraine and more than $18.6 billion since the beginning of Russia’s 
unprovoked and brutal invasion on February 24. 


To meet Ukraine’s evolving battlefield requirements, the United States will continue to work with its 
Allies and partners to provide Ukraine with key capabilities. 


11/11 Probes: China overseas police stations 


SOURCE 


GIST 


Recent allegations of China operating 54 overseas “police stations” to pressure its citizens — including 
dissidents — to return home have sparked controversy and led to a number of investigations into their 
activities across Europe and North America. 


But in Hungary and Serbia — two countries where Beijing is said to operate such facilities and whose 
governments prize their warming political and economic ties with China — the new findings are being met 
with swift denials by authorities despite a growing array of evidence and calls for probes. 


“TThese] Chinese overseas police [stations] usually just offer their help [to citizens], but they’re also 
signaling that Chinese surveillance is present even here,” Marton Tompos, a Hungarian lawmaker from the 
opposition Momentum party, told RFE/RL. 


Tompos made headlines in October when he investigated the locations of two alleged Chinese police 
stations in Budapest following a September report by the Spain-based NGO Safeguard Defenders that 
detailed 21 overseas Chinese stations — most of them in Europe. 


According to the report, the stations are overseas operations of the public security bureaus from two 
Chinese provinces and are used to persuade citizens to return to China, including through pressure on 
family members at home. While most of those involved appear to be suspected of crimes such as 
telecommunications fraud or corruption, dissidents have also reported that the stations have been used to 
monitor and threaten them. 


Fourteen governments have already launched investigations into the overseas police stations, and the 
Dutch and Irish governments have ordered China to shut down the facilities in their countries. 


In Budapest, Tompos visited two stations in the Hungarian capital operating in areas home to the city’s 
sizable Chinese diaspora. 


In a video, he documented one building that had three large billboards that had the name and logo of the 
Qingtian Overseas Police Station, one of the Chinese regions mentioned in the Safeguard Defenders 
report. Tompos says he was unable to contact personnel at either station and when he visited again several 
days later that the sign had been removed. 


“The fact that they have put three large billboards on one of their offices shows they were not afraid of 
being exposed,” Tompos said. 


‘Sweep It Under The Rug’ 

Hungary and Serbia have become China’s closest partners in Europe in recent years, with Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic building stronger political 
relationships with Beijing and courting Chinese investment and business ties under the umbrella of its 
expansive infrastructure project, the Belt and Road Initiative. 


In response to Tompos’s findings and the Safeguard Defenders report, the Hungarian Interior Ministry 
told RFE/RL in an e-mail that “there is no Chinese police station operating in Hungary.” 


Serbian officials have also been silent on the allegations. 


The Serbian Interior Ministry did not respond to RFE/RL’s request for comment, and Serbian and Chinese 
officials refused to take questions from the media at a recent event in Belgrade. 


“T believe that [the Serbian government] will look to sweep it under the rug,” Vuk Vuksanovic, a 
researcher at the Belgrade Center for Security Policy, told RFE/RL, adding that Belgrade is careful not to 
jeopardize its relationship with Beijing. 


In the Safeguard Defenders report, the Chinese station in Belgrade is also mentioned as the site of a 
documented case of forced return. Citing Chinese government documents, the NGO says that in 2018 a 
Chinese national who lived in Belgrade and is identified only as Xia was accused of theft in China and 
“persuaded to return.” 


According to the report, he was identified by the Belgrade station and contacted over the Chinese 
messaging platform WeChat, where he was eventually “convinced” to return to China after initially being 
reluctant to leave Serbia. 


The case was not previously known in Serbia and authorities there have not published any details or 
answered questions about it since the report’s release. 


Pavle Grbovic, an opposition Serbian lawmaker who sits on parliament’s Security Services Control 
Committee, told RFE/RL that he believes there are grounds to launch an investigation into the activities of 
Chinese police stations in Serbia and says he will raise the issue during the committee’s next session. 


Serbia and China signed a 2019 agreement that allowed for joint police patrols between the two countries, 
permitting Chinese officers to work alongside their Serbian counterparts to deal with an influx of tourists 
and workers from China in recent years. Grbovic says the recent allegations now warrant more scrutiny of 
this arrangement. 


“Regardless of the fact that there is a position officially issued by the Serbian Interior Ministry that 
[Chinese officers] don’t have full police powers [in Serbia], the question still remains as to what they’re 
doing on the streets of Belgrade,” he said. 


Tompos said the Hungarian Interior Ministry’s denials are dishonest, pointing to a wealth of articles in 
Chinese media — and even statements from Chinese authorities — describing the station’s existence in 
Budapest and its engagement in various policing issues in Hungary. It even mentions some officers by 
name for solving robberies and resolving document issues. 


In another instance, Chinese media referred to an officer named Wang Deging, who is mentioned as 
executive vice president of the Hungary-China Police Exchange Association and as the Hungarian- 
Chinese police liaison officer with Hungary’s Interior Ministry. 


Hiding In Plain Sight 
Chinese officials have not denied the existence of such facilities, although Beijing says they were set up to 
provide essential services to Chinese citizens overseas. 


Services such as passport renewals or visa requests are typically handled by an embassy or consulate, and 
diplomatic rules apply in these locations. Policing outposts like the ones China is accused of running could 
violate the territorial integrity of a host country by crossing national jurisdictions and the protections 
afforded under domestic law. 


“The Chinese Communist Party wants to exert a comparable level of control over the Chinese people 
abroad as they do domestically,” Martin Hala, a China expert at Charles University in Prague and the 
director of Sinopsis, a project that tracks Chinese influence across Europe, told RFE/RL. “Attempts to 
police and punish people of Chinese descent overseas are not new [and Beijing] has no qualms about 
extending their institutions to other, typically unsuspecting, jurisdictions.” 


Multiple governments and human rights groups have documented instances of China’s transnational 
repression in recent years. Examples include campaigns to extradite Uyghurs back to China’s western 
Xinjiang Province, where they have been interned in a vast camp system, efforts to repatriate citizens 


accused of crimes back home, and a campaign against pro-democracy activists from the mainland and 
Hong Kong. 


Exact figures are unknown, but thousands of Chinese dissidents or those fleeing repression have been 
coerced into returning to China, while hundreds of thousands more are believed to have been pressured to 
go back in part due to the efforts of overseas police stations. 


Du Hangwei, China’s deputy public security minister, said in June that the government had “persuaded” 
210,000 people to return in the past year alone to face charges for telecommunications fraud. 


“For a lot of people, it stretches the imagination that a country — any country — might possibly attempt to 
run their own police stations in other states without the knowledge of local authorities,” said Hala. “I think 
the biggest lesson from this whole affair is [that] the entire concept of [what is taking place] is so brazen 
and, frankly, incredible, that people [and governments] struggle to make total sense out of it.” 


11/11 Philadelphia scenes Mexico anti-drug ads 


https://apnews.com/article/health-mexico-caribbean-philadelphia-6469214740dada3a5997c7a3e8f1ede8 


GIST 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The Mexican government is using video of homeless people and open-air drug 
users in Philadelphia’s embattled Kensington neighborhood in a national ad campaign to try to scare 
young people away from drugs. 


The spots never identify the city or neighborhood shown. But just how or why the Mexican government 
decided to use street scenes from the U.S. to scare Mexicans — who have their own drug problems — is 
not clear. Critics say the ads recycle scare tactics about drugs rather than offer help or treatment. 


Jestis Ramirez, the spokesman for President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador, proudly presented the ad 
series Tuesday. But Ramirez did not respond to repeated requests for comment as to where the government 
got the Philadelphia videos or why they used them. 


The use of the videos, apart from sparking concern over Philadelphia’s image, or whether those filmed had 
given their consent, raised questions, in part because Mexico is the source of most of the fentanyl being 
sold in the United States. 


In one spot presented Tuesday entitled “Crystal” (meth), a Spanish-speaking narrator says, in a voice-over 
above scenes of drug users shaking or contorting along trash-strewn Kensington Avenue, “Crystal (meth) 
finishes you off quickly, it takes away hunger and tiredness and causes hallucinations and psychosis. It 
damages the body and mind.” 


The Philadelphia Mayor’s Office acknowledged the drug problem but said it is not limited to one city or 
neighborhood, and noted that all people are capable of “hope, healing, and resilience.” 


“The opioid and overdose crisis in Philadelphia is part of a national and even international epidemic, and 
we agree it is important for everyone to understand, as this video notes, that all street drugs now present an 
elevated risk of overdose because of fentanyl’s extreme prevalence,” a spokesperson for Mayor Jim 
Kenney said. 


“Having said that, it is always hard to see our city’s people and neighborhoods portrayed in a limited and 
negative light. No neighborhood, and no person, should be defined by this tragic and widespread crisis,” 
they said. 


Philadelphia is debating solutions to the overdose crisis — Kenney supports proposals for supervised 
injection sites — while the number of overdose deaths continues to climb, reaching 1,276 deaths last year. 


Another Mexican spot depicts scenes of drug users or homeless people slumped or standing unsteadily in 
Kensington, which can be identified by transit signs in the videos. 


“Now the narcos are adding fentanyl to hook you from the first time you use. Fentanyl kills,” the narrator 
says in Spanish. “It is 50 times more potent than heroin. Two hundred people die every day from using it. 
Don’t risk it!” 


However fentanyl use remains relatively low in Mexico — almost all is exported to the United States — 
while there are plenty of meth and crack users. 


Only one of the government anti-drug ads — one focusing on glue-sniffing — used recognizably Mexican 
street footage. Other scenes show people wearing sweatshirts that say “California” and “Barcelona.” 


“These are terrible ads; they’re truly terrible,” said Mexico security analyst Alejandro Hope. “They are 
badly thought out, badly produced, and they are the result of bad public policy. There is no public health 
message there.” 


Instead of offering help, hotlines, advice or treatment options — which in the public sector are almost non- 
existent in Mexico — Hope said they repeated the most aggressive U.S. drug-scare tactics of the 1980s. 


“T don’t think these ads are aimed at users, at youths at risk,” said Hope. “I think these are aimed at a wider 
and much more conservative audience that viscerally rejects any kind of drug use and whose moral buttons 
you want to push, to generate a moral terror.” 


Lopez Obrador, while he projects himself as a leftist, has actually been “deeply conservative” on issues 
like drugs, abortion, the family and women’s rights, Hope said. 


Quetcy Lozada, elected Tuesday to represent the Philadelphia City Council district that includes 
Kensington, said the area includes many hard-working families who want to stay and make things better. 
But the ads and frequent media attention only draw more users and curiosity-seekers to the streets — and 
more problems, she said. 


“Philadelphia has so many amazing places and so many amazing people, it embarrasses me that this is the 
type of footage that is being used,” Lozada said. “(It’s) just not acceptable.” 


In a TV ad entitled “Crack,” the narrator says, in a voice-over with street scenes in Kensington. “Taking 
crack cocaine damages your brain and heart and causes anxiety and paranoia.” The ad quickly segues into 


scenes of homeless people, apparently filmed at a nearby park. 


Kelly Garant, a peer care coordinator in Philadelphia for a nonprofit organization, helps people struggling 
with addiction, as she once did, get medical and other services. 


“They are actually in a state of crisis, and to be exploited when they’re that vulnerable, it’s just not 
acceptable,” Garant said. “You don’t know whose mother or father or brother that is.” 


Years from now, she said, they may have their lives back on track, but the images could still be out there 
— for their children, friends and work colleagues to see. 


Addiction, she said, “doesn’t discriminate.” It’s just less visible in other neighborhoods. 


“In other parts of the city, people overdose in their homes,” she noted. “If they’re talking about anti-drug 
campaigns, there are people doing drugs inside their homes and we can’t get to them.” 


11/11 Protests at UN climate summit 


:/[apnews.com/article/biden-travel-africa-business-efb5eaf273942f5e7f61f1d49b6dc984 


GIST 


SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt (AP) — After days with almost no demonstrations, there were several small 
protests at this year’s UN climate conference calling Friday for the developed world to fight global 
warming more fairly and effectively. 


Demonstrators called for rich nations to compensate developing countries for climate change, demanded 
that a pipeline project in Congo be scrapped and complained about a lack of political will to sharply 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the main cause of climate change. 


U.S. President Joe Biden arrived in Egypt Friday to meet with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and 
then address delegates of other nations. 


“T am standing shoulder to shoulder with my sisters and my brothers from Mother Africa,” said Imam 
Saffet Catovic of the Islamic Society of North America. “It’s time for the global north to pay for their 
responsibility.” 


Lucky Abeng, a Nigerian activist from the Pan-African Climate Justice Alliance, said the group would 
continue to pressure world leaders to do more and “will not be intimidated.” 


Often a large presence at climate negotiations, protests had been mostly muted this year, a sharp contrast 
to previous climate conferences that featured large demonstrations. Activists blamed the high costs of 
travel and accommodation in this resort town. There were also concerns that the Egyptian government 
could crack down despite promising to allow protests in a designated venue. Street protests are virtually 
banned in Egypt. And activists also increasingly doubt demonstrations’ usefulness. 


Sharm el-Sheikh has been for decades the government’s favorite spot for conferences and high-level 
summits because it is so easy to control. The city is isolated in the desert near the southern tip of the Sinai 
Peninsula, It’s a six-hour drive from the capital, Cairo. Drivers must pass through a closely guarded tunnel 
under the Suez Canal, then numerous checkpoints along the highway. 


Friday’s protests, like others in recent days, took place inside and around the main conference center. 
Other Conference of Party meetings have seen raucous protests around various parts of host cities. 


“We need countries like the United States to be a climate leader, to stand with the people, to stand with the 
planet, to stand with the coming generations,” said Vanessa Nakate, a climate activist from Uganda and a 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador. “So my message to President Biden: will you show us the money? Will 
you stand with the most vulnerable communities?” 


In one protest, dozens of medical workers from various countries laid down to perform what they called a 
“die-in,” and performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation to show the urgency of addressing climate-change 
impacts. The activists called for a treaty to phase out fossil fuel. 


“That’s the first stage on this emergency. And in the longer run, the long-term therapy is climate justice 
and systemic change,” said Bea Franziska Albermann, a Swiss physician and climate activist. 


Some activists briefly interrupted President Joe Biden’s speech at the COP27 on Friday with shouts. They 
raised an orange banner with a slogan that read: “People vs. Fuels” and the protest ended peacefully, 


Other protests featured signs with messages and chants like, “Pay up for loss and damage!” and “People 
vs. Fossil Fuels!” 


“The main oil producers are here in this summit,” said Philbert Aganyo of Kenya, protesting a large 
pipeline in the Congo. “Why are we inviting polluters to conversations of an issue they caused?” 


“We are aware that a just energy transition won’t happen overnight and that is why we are appealing for a 
systematic scale-down of the use of fossil fuels,” he said. 


The pipeline, owned by Total Energies, China National Offshore Oil Corporation and the Ugandan and 
Tanzanian governments, runs from Hoima district in Uganda to Tanga Port in Tanzania. It’s criticized by 
international environmental groups and communities along the proposed route. 


The pipeline represents “1443 kilometers (897 miles) of pollution, pain and misery,” said Philbert Aganyo, 
from Green Faith in Kenya. 


In the first week of the two-week summit, several world leaders called for developed nations to spend 
much more to help developing countries confront the impacts of climate change and finance a transition to 
renewable energies. There have also been calls for drastic reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, which 
continue to rise. Beyond leaders and negotiators, the summit includes scientists, academics, journalists and 
representatives from companies ranging from those developing low-carbon projects to traditional oil and 
gas firms. 


Global Witness, Corporate Accountability and Corporate Europe Observatory said that they have counted 
636 people linked to fossil fuel companies on the meeting’s provisional list of participants, an increase of 
more than 25% compared to the 503 fossil fuel lobbyists counted at last year’s climate talks in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 


“Tobacco lobbyists wouldn’t be welcome at health conferences, arms dealers can’t promote their trade at 
peace conventions,” the groups said. “Those perpetuating the world’s fossil-fuel addiction should not be 
allowed through the doors of a climate conference.” 


Friday has a day for climate protests worldwide since Swedish activist Greta Thunberg launched the 
Fridays for Future movement in 2018. There were climate demonstrations in several countries, including 
South Africa, Italy and Sweden, on Friday. 


Like most Fridays, Greta Thunberg rode a bike outside her country’s parliament. Thunberg didn’t plan to 
attend this year’s conference but said activists’ presence was important, . 


“If we don’t have the public pressure from the outside that we need, the COPS as they are now are not 
going to lead to anything big,” she said. 


Rent 
11/11 Ethiopia: 70% of Tigray under control 


SOURCE | https://apnews.com/article/africa-kenya-nairobi-ethiopia-government-and-politics- 
d0a71dd66f8fdcd0ad545e1b341bde1b 

GIST NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Ethiopia’s lead negotiator in ongoing peace talks asserted Friday that 70% of 
the country’s northern Tigray region is now under military control and aid deliveries have resumed to the 
area, but there is no immediate confirmation from aid workers or Tigray spokesmen. 


National Security Adviser Redwan Hussein tweeted the information as the talks continued in neighboring 
Kenya, and as the United States applied pressure on Ethiopia’s government to swiftly deliver aid and basic 
services. 


The peace deal says Ethiopia will “expedite” both aid and services to the long cut-off Tigray region of 
more than 5 million people, where food and basic medical supplies have run low. 


Redwan said 35 trucks of food and three trucks of medicine have arrived in the northwestern town of 
Shire, which federal forces and their allies captured last month. That was before last week’s “permanent 
cessation of hostilities” in a two-year conflict estimated to have killed hundreds of thousands of people. 


“Aid is flowing like no other times,” Redwan said, adding that services were being reconnected and flights 
allowed. 


The Tigray lead negotiator, Getachew Reda, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 


A lull in the fighting earlier this year allowed about 8,000 trucks of humanitarian aid into the region, 
according to the United Nations, whose experts have found that Ethiopia’s government used starvation as 
a tool of war. 


On Friday, spokespeople for the International Committee of the Red Cross and the U.N. humanitarian 
agency did not immediately confirm that aid trucks had arrived in Shire. 


A humanitarian official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak 
to the media, said their organization had not started aid deliveries because they were still assessing the 
security of roads and waiting for clearances. 


The U.S. State Department’s Bureau of African Affairs again called for aid deliveries to Tigray and the 
neighboring regions of Afar and Amhara, which also were affected by the conflict. 


“Redwan Hussein said in Nairobi that by week’s end humanitarian aid would flow unhindered as agreed,” 
the bureau tweeted, adding that it was “waiting urgently for actions to respect and implement the 
agreement.” 


The current round of peace talks in Kenya also addresses the disarmament of Tigray fighters amid 
concerns that Tigrayans would be left vulnerable to forces from neighboring Eritrea, which has fought 
alongside Ethiopian forces and is neither part of the talks nor explicitly mentioned in the peace deal. 


The deal says Ethiopian forces will enter Tigray’s capital, Mekele, and take control of the region’s 
borders, airports, and highways. 


Phone and internet connections to Tigray are still down, and foreign journalists and human rights 
researchers remain barred from the region, complicating efforts to verify reports from the area of ongoing 
violence. The peace deal calls for a monitoring mechanism, but it is not complete. 
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11/12 Kenya deploys troops eastern Congo 


://apnews.com/article/africa-rwanda-kenya-nairobi-east-81bcf2bc3fcc689890faaf0d586fc9a5 
GIST NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenyan troops deployed under the banner of a regional bloc arrived Saturday 
in troubled eastern Congo, where government forces are battling a violent rebel group that now controls 
some territory. 


The troops are part of up to 903 Kenyan soldiers who eventually will be sent to eastern Congo, joined by 
troops from other East African countries. 


The chief of Kenya’s defense forces, Gen. Robert Kibochi, saw the soldiers off at the international airport 
in Nairobi and urged them to be obedient during their mission. 


“We are known to follow the law wherever we go. Respect the chiefs of defense where you go,” Kibochi 
said. 


The Kenyan forces will be based in Goma, eastern Congo’s largest city and the capital of North Kivu 
province, where M23 rebels and Congolese troops clashed heavily on Friday. 


Congolese authorities accuse Rwanda of supporting the rebels, which Rwanda denies. 


Kenyan President William Ruto described the Congo mission as “necessary and urgent” for regional 
security. 


The East African Community regional force, which heads of state agreed to in June, also will include two 
battalions from Uganda, two from Burundi and one from South Sudan, led by a Kenyan commander,. 


Violence by armed groups in eastern Congo has led to a diplomatic crisis between Congo and Rwanda, 
with the two neighboring countries accusing each other of backing hostile armed groups. 


HEADLINE | 11/12 China cases rise, tightens virus restrictions 


://apnews.com/article/health-china-business-covid-quangzhou-a92acc82cae30ce8e18cd9b736055eb2 
GIST BEIJING (AP) — Everyone in a district of 1.8 million people in China’s southern metropolis of 
Guangzhou was ordered to stay home for virus testing Saturday and a major city in the southwest closed 
schools as another rise in infections was reported. 


Nationwide, a total of 11,773 infections were reported over the previous 24 hours, including 10,351 people 
with no symptoms. China’s numbers are low, but the past week’s increase is challenging a ““zero-COVID” 
strategy that aims to isolate every infected person. 


The quarantine for travelers arriving in China is to be shortened to a minimum of five days from seven as 
part of changes in controls announced Friday to reduce their cost and disruption. But the ruling 
Communist Party said it would stick to “zero COVID” even as other countries ease travel and other curbs 
and try to shift to a long-term strategy of living with the virus. 


A total of 3,775 infections were found in Guangzhou, a city of 13 million, including 2,996 in people who 
showed no symptoms, according to the National Health Commission. That was an increase from Friday’s 
total of 3,030, including 2,461 without symptoms. 


People in the Guangzhou’s Haizhu district were told to visit the nearest testing station but otherwise stay 
home, the district government announced on its social media account. One member of each household was 
allowed out to buy food. 


Also Saturday, health officials warned the decision to modify anti-virus controls didn’t mean they were 
ending. 


Under the changes, some foreign businesspeople and athletes visiting China would be allowed to move 
within a contained area without a quarantine period. Rules on who counts as a contact of infected people 
are to be more focused, reducing the number affected. 


“This is not relaxation, nor ‘lying flat,’ but more accurate and scientific prevention and treatment,” said the 
NHC deputy director, Lei Haichao. Lei said the goal is to “prevent the epidemic and minimize the impact 
on economic and social development.” 


Economists and public health experts say Beijing might be able to start winding down “zero COVID” in 
mid-2023 but needs to vaccinate tens of millions of elderly people before controls on foreign visitors 
coming into China end. 


Nationwide, people who want to enter supermarkets and other public buildings are required to show 
negative results of a virus test taken as often as once a day. That allows authorities to spot infections in 
people with no symptoms. 


Guangzhou, 120 kilometers (75 miles) north of Hong Kong, shut down schools and bus and subway 
service across much of the city as case numbers rose over the past week. Flights to the Chinese capital, 
Beijing, and other major cities have been canceled. 


In the southwest, the industrial city of Chongqing closed schools in its Beibei district, which has 840,000 
people. Residents were barred from leaving a series of apartment compounds in its Yubei district but the 
city gave no indication how many were affected. 


Public frustration and complaints that some people are left without access to food or medicine have boiled 
over into protests and clashes with local officials in some areas. 


Elsewhere, mass testing also was being carried out Saturday in eight districts with a total of 6.6 million 
people in the central city of Zhengzhou. 


Access to an industrial zone of Zhengzhou that is home to the world’s biggest iPhone factory was 
suspended last week following outbreaks. Apple Inc. warned deliveries of its new iPhone 14 model would 
be delayed. 


Despite efforts to ease damage to the world’s second-largest economy, forecasters say business and 
consumer activity is weakening after growth rebounded to 3.9% over a year earlier in the three months 
ending in September from the first half’s 2.2%. 


Economists have cut their forecast of China’s annual economic growth to as low as 3%, which would be 
among the lowest in decades. 


President Xi Jinping’s government has refused to import foreign vaccines and defied requests to release 
more information about the source of the virus, which was first detected in the central city of Wuhan in 
late 2019. 


11/12 Ukraine police, TV return to Kherson 
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https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-putin-europe-armed-forces-government-and-politics- 
3927¢62965070d0ff0579ee6d1156c8b 

MYKOLAITV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian police officers returned Saturday, along with TV and radio 
services, to the southern city of Kherson following the withdrawal of Russian troops, part of fast but 
cautious efforts to make the only regional capital captured by Russia livable after months of occupation. 
Yet one official still described the city as “a humanitarian catastrophe.” 


People across Ukraine awoke from a night of jubilant celebrating after the Kremlin announced its troops 
had withdrawn to the other side of the Dnieper River from Kherson. The Ukrainian military said it was 
overseeing “stabilization measures” around the city to make sure it was safe. 


The Russian retreat represented a significant setback for the Kremlin some six weeks after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin annexed the Kherson region and three others provinces in southern and eastern 
Ukraine in breach of international law and declared them Russian territory. 


The National Police chief of Ukraine, Ihor Klymenko, said Saturday on Facebook that about 200 officers 
were at work in the city, setting up checkpoints and documenting evidence of possible war crimes. Police 
teams also were working to identify and neutralize unexploded ordnance and one sapper was wounded 
Saturday while demining an administrative building, Klymenko said. 


Ukraine’s communications watchdog said national TV and radio broadcasts had resumed in the city, and 
an adviser to Kherson’s mayor said humanitarian aid and supplies had begun to arrive from the 
neighboring Mykolaiv region. 


But the adviser, Roman Holovnya, described the situation in Kherson as ‘“‘a humanitarian catastrophe.” He 
said the remaining residents lacked water, medicine and food — and key basics like bread went unbaked 
because a lack of electricity. 


“The occupiers and collaborators did everything possible so that those people who remained in the city 
suffered as much as possible over those days, weeks, months of waiting” for Ukraine’s forces to arrive, 
Holovnya said. “Water supplies are practically nonexistent.” 


The chairman of Khersonoblenergo, the region’s prewar power provider, said electricity was being 
returned “to every settlement in the Kherson region immediately after the liberation,” 


Despite the efforts to restore normal civilian life, Russian forces remain close by. The General Staff of 
Ukraine’s armed forces said Saturday that the Russians were fortifying their battle lines on the river’s 
eastern bank after abandoning the capital. About 70% of the Kherson region remains under Russian 
control. 


Ukrainian officials from President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on down chave autioned that while special 
military units had reached the city of Kherson, a full deployment to reinforce the advance troops still was 
underway. Ukraine’s intelligence agency thought some Russian soldiers may have stayed behind, ditching 
their uniforms for civilian clothes to avoid detection. 


“Even when the city is not yet completely cleansed of the enemy’s presence, the people of Kherson 
themselves are already removing Russian symbols and any traces of the occupiers’ stay in Kherson from 
the streets and buildings,” Zelenskyy said in his nightly video address. 


Zelenskyy said the first part of the stabilization work includes de-mining operations. He said the entry of 
“our defenders” — the soldiers — into Kherson would be followed by police, sappers, rescuers and energy 
workers, among others. 


“Medicine, communications, social services are returning,” he said. “Life is returning.” 


Photos on social media Saturday showed Ukrainian activists removing memorial plaques put up by the 
occupation authorities the Kremlin installed to run the Kherson region. A Telegram post on Yellow 
Ribbon, a self-described Ukrainian “public resistance” movement, showed two people in a park taking 
down plaques picturing Soviet-era military figures. 


Moscow’s announcement that Russian forces were withdrawing across the Dnieper River, which divides 
both the Kherson region and Ukraine, followed a stepped-up Ukrainian counteroffensive in the country’s 
south. 


In the last two months, Ukraine’s military claimed to have reclaimed dozens of towns and villages north of 
the city of Kherson, and the millitary said that’s where stabilization activities were taking place. 


Russian state news agency Tass quoted an official in Kherson’s Kremlin-appointed administration on 
Saturday as saying that Henichesk, a city on the Azov Sea 200 kilometers southeast of Kherson, would 
serve as the region’s “temporary capital.” 


Ukrainian media derided the announcement, with the Ukrainska Pravda newspaper saying Russia “had 
made up a new capital” for the region. 


Across much of Ukraine, moments of jubilation marked the exit of Russian forces, since a retreat from 
Kherson and other areas on the Dnieper’s west bank would appear to shatter Russian hopes to press an 


offensive west to Mykolaiv and Odesa to cut off Ukraine’s access to the Black Sea. 


In Odesa, the Black Sea port, residents draped themselves in Ukraine’s blue-and-yellow flags, shared 
Champagne and held up flag-colored cards with the word “Kherson” on them. 


But like Zelenskyy, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba sought to temper the excitement. 


“We are winning battles on the ground, but the war continues,” he said from Cambodia, where he was 
attending a meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 


Kuleba brought up the prospect of the Ukrainian army finding evidence of possible Russian war crimes in 
Kherson, just as it did after previous Russian pullbacks in the Kyiv and Kharkiv regions. 


“Every time we liberate a piece of our territory, when we enter a city liberated from Russian army, we find 
torture rooms and mass graves with civilians tortured and murdered by Russian army in the course of the 
occupation,” Ukraine’s top diplomat said. “It’s not easy to speak with people like this. But I said that every 
war ends with diplomacy and Russia has to approach talks in good faith.” 


U.S. assessments this week showed Russia’s war in Ukraine may already have killed or wounded tens of 
thousands of civilians and hundreds of thousands of soldiers. 


Elsewhere, Russia continued its grinding offensive in Ukraine’s industrial east, targeting the city of 
Bakhmut in the Donetsk region, the Ukrainian General Staff said. 


Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko reported Saturday that two civilians were killed and four wounded over 
the last day as battles heated up around Bakhmut and Avdiivka, a small city that has remained in 
Ukrainian hands. 


Russia’s continued push for Bakhmut demonstrates the Kremlin’s desire for visible gains following weeks 
of setbacks. It would also pave the way for a possible push onto other Ukrainian strongholds in the heavily 
contested Donetsk region. 


In the Dnipropetrovsk region west of Donetsk, Russia again shelled communities near the Zaporizhzhia 
Nuclear Power Plant, the Ukrainian regional governor said. 


11/12 Govt plan: withdrawing land from oil drilling 


GIST 


https://apnews.com/article/travel-new-mexico-arizona-native-americans-0852ab6b933941b36ec3a225725856fe 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — The U.S. Interior Department’s plan to withdraw hundreds of square 
miles in New Mexico from oil and gas production for the next 20 years is expected to result in only a few 
dozen wells not being drilled on federal land surrounding Chaco Culture National Historical Park, 
according to an environmental assessment. 


Land managers have scheduled two public meetings next week to take comments on the assessment made 
public Thursday. 


The withdrawal plan was first outlined by Interior Secretary Deb Haaland in 2021 in response to the 
concerns of Native American tribes in New Mexico and Arizona that development was going unchecked 
across a wide swath of northwestern New Mexico and that tribal officials did not have a seat at the table. 


In addition to the proposed withdrawal, Haaland — who is from Laguna Pueblo and is the first Native 
American to lead a Cabinet agency — also committed to taking a broader look at how federal land across 
the region can be better managed while taking into account environmental effects and cultural 
preservation. 


Indigenous leaders and environmental groups reiterated this week that the broader look would be a more 
meaningful step toward permanent protections for cultural resources in the San Juan Basin. 


The environmental assessment bolsters that argument since it notes that the proposed withdrawal would 
not affect existing leases and that much of the interest by the industry for future development already is 
under lease or falls outside the boundary of what would be withdrawn. 


The Bureau of Land Management has estimated, based on 2018 data, that not quite 100 new oil and gas 
wells likely would be drilled over the next 20 years within the withdrawal area. It’s estimated that less than 
half of those likely would not be drilled if the withdrawal were approved. 


With only a few dozen wells expected in the area, natural gas production for the area would decrease by 
half of 1% and oil production could see a 2.5% reduction. 


However, the New Mexico Oil and Gas Association argued that even though the withdrawal would not 
affect leases on Navajo land or allotments owned by individual Navajos, those leases essentially become 
landlocked by taking federal mineral holdings off the board. 


Navajo Nation officials have made similar arguments, saying millions of dollars in annual oil and gas 
revenues benefit the tribe and individual tribal members Some leaders have advocated for a smaller buffer 
around Chaco park to be protected due to the economic implications. 


The industry group said there are more than 418 unleased allotments in the buffer zone associated with 
over 22,000 allottees. 


Environmentalists say the potential development for the withdrawal area represents just a fraction of the 
3,200 wells overall that the region could see over the next two decades. 


Mike Eisenfeld of the San Juan Citizens Alliance has been monitoring and protesting development 
throughout the region for years. He said Friday that the larger issue is the expansive area beyond the 
withdrawal zone and that federal land managers need to evaluate requests for permitting within Haaland’s 
bigger “Honoring Chaco” initiative. 


“We think that requires extensive consultation on protecting this region from industrialization of the 
landscape,” he said. 


In June, the All Pueblo Council of Governors traveled from New Mexico to Washington to urge the 
Interior Department to finalize its proposal to protect the Chaco area, arguing that public land management 
should better reflect the value of sacred sites, cultural resources and traditional stories that are tied to the 
region. 


A World Heritage site, Chaco Culture National Historical Park is thought to be the center of what was 
once a hub of Indigenous civilization with many tribes from the Southwest tracing their roots to the high 
desert outpost. 


Within the park, walls of stacked stone rise up from the canyon bottom, some perfectly aligned with the 
seasonal movements of the sun and moon. Archaeologists also have found evidence of great roads that 
stretched across what is now New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Colorado. 


11/12 US, ASEAN new strategic partnership 


SOURCE | https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2022/11/12/us-cambodia-nations-strike-strategic-partnership-ASEAN- 
summit/3621668261371/ 

GIST Nov. 12 (UPI) -- U.S. President Joe Biden and leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations on 
Saturday announced the start of a new a strategic partnership aimed at countering China's growing 


influence in the region. 


Announced during the 10th ASEAN-United States Summit in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, the ASEAN-U.S. 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership is meant to "open new areas of cooperation vital to the future 
prosperity and security of our combined 1 billion people," according to_a released declaration. 


The White House said the new partnership includes $150 million in programs for ASEAN that will be 
combined with more than $800 million already requested in fiscal year 2023 for bilateral programs in 
ASEAN member states. 


More than $12 billion in development, economic, health, and security assistance has been granted to 
ASEAN members from the United States since 2002. 


The partnership reflects "the Biden-Harris Administration's deep commitment to ASEAN's central role in 
the Indo-Pacific region," the statement read, adding that it brings Washington and ASEAN members closer 
to jointly tackle challenges related to climate, food security and security threats, as well as "to build an 
Indo-Pacific that's free and open, stable and prosperous, resilient and secure." 


Joint economic concerns such as electric vehicle research, green energy, greater connectivity and 
sustainable development will be emphasized under the deal. 


The announcement came as Biden arrived in Phnom Penh on Saturday following his attendance at the COP 
27 climate summit in Egypt, meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister and 2022 ASEAN Chair Hun Sen. 


In addition to discussing the new strategic partnership, the two leaders also discussed the crisis in 
Myanmar and ASEAN's response, "underscoring the international community has an important role to play 
in promoting a return to democracy and stability" in the country, the White House said. 


Biden "also expressed his appreciation for Cambodia co-sponsoring resolutions at the United Nations to 
support Ukraine against Russia's brutal aggression," according to a readout of the meeting. 


11/12 Russia: no deal yet to extend grain exports 


GIST 


ps://www.reuters.com/world/russia-says-it-renewed-demands-over-fertiliser-exports-un-talks-2022-11-12/ 
Nov 12 (Reuters) - Russia said on Saturday there was no agreement yet to extend a deal allowing Ukraine 
to export grain via the Black Sea, repeating its insistence on unhindered access to world markets for its 
own food and fertiliser exports. 


Deputy Foreign Minster Sergei Vershinin was quoted by state news agency TASS as saying talks with 
U.N. officials in Geneva on Friday had been useful and detailed but the issue of renewing the deal - which 
expires in one week - had yet to be resolved. 


He also said there could be no progress unless a Russian state bank that finances the farm sector was 
reconnected to the international SWIFT bank payments system, from which it has been cut off by Western 
sanctions. 


The United Nations says 10 million tonnes of grain and other foods have been exported from Ukraine 
under the Black Sea initiative agreed in July, helping to stave off a global food crisis. 


But Russia has repeatedly complained its own grain and fertiliser shipments, though not directly targeted 
by Western sanctions, are effectively blocked because the sanctions cut shippers' access to finance, 
insurance and ports. 


A Russian foreign ministry statement said Ukrainian grain shipments and "normalization" of Russia's own 
farm exports were integral parts of a single package of measures to ensure global food security. 


In its readout of Friday's talks, it said the only "unhindered access of Russian food and fertilizers to world 
markets" would make it possible to stabilise prices. 


A U.N. statement on Friday said the participants "remain engaged in the implementation of the Black Sea 
Grain Initiative and held constructive discussions on its continuation". 


Vershinin was quoted as saying that restoring access to the SWIFT payments system for agricultural 
lender Rosselkhozbank was a key issue. 


"Without that, of course, we simply cannot move forward," he said, adding that Russia had been assured 
by the U.N. officials that "they also consider this issue to be vital". 


The European Union announced on June 3 that it was removing the bank from SWIFT as part of its sixth 
wave of sanctions over Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 


Ukraine has accused Moscow of playing "hunger games" with the world. Russia, whose warships were 
blocking access to Ukrainian ports until the July deal came into force, denies using the grains issue as a 
tool to gain leverage in the conflict. 


Russia briefly suspended its participation in the deal on Oct. 29 after an attack on its Black Sea fleet but 
returned to it just four days later in a U-turn by President Vladimir Putin after mediation by Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan. 


Russia withdrew its troops from the southern Ukrainian city of Kherson this week, abandoning the only 
regional capital it had captured since the February invasion. 


[Baumiotoo | 
HEADLINE | 11/11 Kherson strategic bridge collapses 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/strategic-bridge-near-ukraines-kherson-has-collapsed-public- 
broadcaster-2022-11-11/ 

KYIV, Nov 11 (Reuters) - The Antonivskiy bridge, the only nearby road crossing from the southern 
Ukrainian city of Kherson to the Russian-controlled eastern bank of the Dnipro River, has collapsed, 
Ukraine's public broadcaster quoted local residents as saying on Friday. 


The Suspilne broadcaster published a photograph showing whole sections of the bridge missing. The next 
road crossing across the Dnipro is more than 70 km (43 miles) from Kherson city. 


It was not immediately clear what had caused the bridge's collapse. Russia announced on Wednesday it 
was retreating from the west bank of the Dnipro River to the other side. 


11/11 Govt. halts student loan debt applications 


GIST 


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-student-loan-debt-relief-blocked-2022-11-11/ 

Nov 11 (Reuters) - The United States government has stopped taking applications for student debt relief, 
after a federal judge blocked President Joe Biden's loan forgiveness plan, according to a notice on a 
government website. 


A judge in Texas who was appointed by former President Donald Trump ruled on Thursday that Biden's 
plan to cancel hundreds of billions of dollars in student loan debt was unlawful and must be vacated. The 
Biden administration is appealing the ruling. 


"Courts have issued orders blocking our student debt relief program. As a result, at this time, we are not 
accepting applications. We are seeking to overturn those orders. If you've already applied, we'll hold your 
application," the notice says. 


About 26 million Americans have applied for student loan forgiveness, and the U.S. Department of 
Education has already approved requests from 16 million. 


The appeal would be heard initially by a three-judge panel of the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, a court dominated by conservative judges who have stymied other Biden policies. 


Of the court's 16 active judges, only four were appointed by Democratic presidents. Trump appointed six 
of them. 


White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Thursday the department would hold onto 
application information "so it can quickly process their relief once we prevail in court." 


U.S. District Judge Mark Pittman, an appointee of former Republican President Donald Trump in Fort 
Worth, called the program an "unconstitutional exercise of Congress's legislative power" by Biden as he 
ruled in favor of two borrowers backed by a conservative advocacy group. 


The litigation could ultimately wind up at the U.S. Supreme Court. Conservative Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett has already turned back two requests to block the program in lawsuits out of Indiana and 
Wisconsin, two states she is assigned to assess emergency appeals from. 


11/11 Seattle budget forecast: $82M deeper hole 


ps://crosscut.com/politics/2022/11/seattles-bud i er 
GIST The city of Seattle’s most recent revenue forecast paints a grim picture for city coffers over the next three 
years. The city’s Revenue and Forecast Council’s November report estimated that Seattle will face an 
additional $82.3 million revenue shortfall on top of the $141 million general-fund deficit the city had 
already expected to face in its 2023-2024 budget. 


The new forecast comes in the final weeks of the city budget process. The city council was already 
working to balance its priorities with those of the mayor, while attempting to shore up that original $141 
million hole in the general fund. 


The additional $82.3 million deficit all but guarantees some projects and programs will go unfunded in the 
next few years, especially capital infrastructure projects. 


Real estate is the main culprit for Seattle’s additional budget woes. The city gets a significant amount of 
money from the Real Estate Excise Tax (REET), a tax on the sale price of a residential or commercial 


property. 


Higher interest rates have impacted REET revenues twice over. As mortgage interest rates have risen and 
buying power has dipped, sellers have reduced their asking price. On top of that, the volume of sales has 
dropped dramatically. Fewer property sales at lower prices means less tax revenue for the city. 


Earlier forecasts estimated the city would see more than $106 million in REET revenue in 2022. Now the 
forecast council predicts REET will bring in around $95 million this year, an $11 million drop. Between 
now and the end of 2024, forecasters estimate it will bring in a total of $64 million less than previously 
predicted. 


Real estate isn’t the only factor. The city’s sweetened beverage tax will come up $4.49 million short by 
2024. A shortfall of retail sales, Business and Occupation taxes and other revenue will add another $9.37 
to the general-fund deficit. Vehicle license fees and commercial parking taxes will contribute $1 million 
and $3.47 million respectively to the shortfall. 


The city relies heavily on REET to pay for capital infrastructure projects — a category that includes a 
wide variety of construction such as bridge repairs, bus rapid-transit corridors, street paving and bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements. 


City council budget chair Teresa Mosqueda said capital infrastructure projects funded by REET are the 
most likely to be cut in the 2023-2024 budget. The council’s final budget proposal has not been released, 
but Mosqueda said she hopes to find money for capital infrastructure projects already in progress or soon 
to be underway, while shelving longer-term projects until the city’s finances improve. 


“There’s no way to make up a $64 million reduction with a general fund that’s already been stretched to its 
max, given that we don’t have additional federal investments,” Mosqueda explained. 


Despite the additional budget shortfall, Mosqueda has maintained her commitment to staving off austerity 
measures for social services such as homeless outreach, shelter and affordable housing, domestic-violence 
assistance, youth counseling and more. 


“The human need has been so grave throughout this COVID pandemic,” Mosqueda said. “We have to 
continue core investments in critical services keeping people healthy, keeping people fed, keeping people 
housed, keeping people sheltered. It’s a Maslow’s hierarchy of needs right now [for the city budget] in 
terms of where some of the funding goes.” 


Mosqueda spoke at a rally outside City Hall on Tuesday morning along with her colleague 
Councilmember Lisa Herbold at which they committed to ensuring a 7.6% raise for human-service 
contracts to match inflation. 


The city council passed a law in 2019 pegging service-worker contracts to inflation to help offset the low 
wages and high turnover the industry is experiencing. In his proposed budget, Mayor Bruce Harrell capped 
the contract increase at 4% to save money. 
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11/11 Unusually cold weather pattern in Lower 48 


ps://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2022/11/11/bismarck-blizzard-cold-pattern-us/ 
GIST The first major winter storm of the season, which blasted the western and northern Plains with record 
snowfall, is dragging the first legitimately Arctic air mass of the season across much of the country. 


By early next week, the entire contiguous United States should be in the throes of below-normal 
temperatures. This is an unusual occurrence in an era so often dominated by warmer-than-normal 
temperatures because of human-caused climate change. 


And the cold air will be reinforced as next week wears on. An atypically intense high-pressure zone over 
Alaska and southeast Canada is set to dislodge much of the available cold from the northern latitudes into 
the Lower 48. 


A Bismarck blizzard 
It’s not uncommon for snow in the northern Plains during November, but the amount that fell with this 
storm, which is ushering in the nationwide blast of frigid air, was extraordinary. 


Seventeen inches accumulated in Bismarck, N.D., on Thursday, the city’s second snowiest day on record 
and just 0.3 inches from the top spot. Weather.com meteorologist Jonathan Erdman tweeted that more than 
twice as much snow fell from that single storm than Bismarck sees in an average November: 8 inches. 


Several reports of around 2 feet of snow came in from central North Dakota, not far from Bismarck. These 
include 24 inches near Mandan, 22 inches in Steele and 19 inches near Lincoln. Winds gusted as high as 
40 to 50 mph to create drifts of 3 to 5 feet in spots. 


A long swath of at least 8 to 12 inches stretched from near Yellowstone National Park through much of 
eastern Montana, North Dakota and into northern Minnesota. At least several inches fell as far south as 
central Wyoming and southwest South Dakota. 


Roads in and around Bismarck remained largely shut Friday morning, but conditions were slowly 
improving across the state. 


The first shot of cold 

On Friday morning, a powerful cold front extended from near the low pressure that caused the blizzard — 
near Lake Superior — to the Texas-Mexico border. This cold front will continue to slide eastward today, 
eventually merging with the remnants of Hurricane Nicole and clearing the East Coast by early this 
weekend. 


Given very warm conditions ahead of the front — including some record highs — a large portion of the 
Plains and Midwest have seen a 24-hour temperature change of up to 50 degrees. 


Actual temperatures early Friday ranged from minus-4 in Great Falls, Mont., to 28 in Kansas City, Mo. 
Single digits and teens dominated the snowy northern Plains with 20s and 30s stretching from the Texas 
Panhandle to Milwaukee. Wind chills were running about 10 to 15 degrees below air temperatures, with 
most of the northern Plains feeling like zero or below. 


Temperatures behind the front are expected to run about 10 to 20 degrees below normal, except 20 to 30 or 
more below normal in Montana and the Dakotas. Friday’s highs range from the teens near the Canadian 
border to the 20s and 30s in much of the Midwest. Saturday morning lows are forecast to drop below zero 
in much of the northern Plains, with single digits as far south as the Nebraska-Kansas border and 40s to 
the Gulf Coast. 


While the cold front clears the East Coast by early Saturday, it will take some time to get the cold air over 
the Appalachians. By Monday, the entire Lower 48 — except for a few small pockets — is likely to be 
dealing with below-normal temperatures. 


Cold pattern set to reload 

As the first cold shot takes control of the country and then wanes a bit, a sprawling high-pressure zone is 
set to develop and become unusually strong over western North America next week. This is a recipe for 
dropping air straight from the North Pole into Canada and much of the contiguous United States. 


A pattern that will continue to send cold air into the United States is likely next week. Prepare to hear that 
it’s warmer in Alaska than any number of places as the cold air is dislodged southward. Also prepare for a 
midwinter-like slap in the face from icy air. 


Mid-to-late next week, frigid conditions will plunge into the Plains. Readings 30 to 40 degrees below 
normal are possible again by Friday in the northern Plains and Rockies. While the air mass will probably 
moderate somewhat as it shifts eastward, temperatures 10 to 20 degrees below normal will be widespread 
headed into next weekend in the central and eastern United States. 


It’s too far out to provide any real detail, but with cold air and a relatively active storm track, there may be 
some chances for wintry weather. 


The first such opportunity may arrive in the middle of next week, and it could bring a chance of snow for 
the Midwest and Ohio Valley. The Northeast, probably north of Washington, will also need to watch this 
potential wintry weather maker as it progresses. 


There are some hints that the cold pattern will ease in about 10 days to two weeks, allowing for a thaw 
around Thanksgiving, but confidence is low in projections that far out. 


11/11 Myanmar steps up airstrikes against rebels 


ps://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/11/myanmar-milita 


GIST 


SINGAPORE — Myanmar’s military has been stepping up aerial attacks in its campaign against 
resistance fighters, relying more heavily on Russian-supplied aircraft, watchdog groups and resistance 
leaders say. 


Recent airstrikes have been among the deadliest since the military seized control in February, Myanmar 
experts say. The campaign is prompting louder calls from human rights groups for foreign governments to 
stop the supply of aircraft equipment and aviation fuel to the Southeast Asian country. The airstrikes also 
have heightened concern over Myanmar’s deepening relationship with Russia, one of its remaining allies 
in the face of tighter Western sanctions. 


As world leaders travel to Southeast Asia this week for a summit, Myanmar activists say they’re hopeful 
that progress will be made toward a sweeping arms embargo. 


“Some of the very types of weapons that are being used to kill people in Ukraine are being used to kill the 
people of Myanmar,” Tom Andrews, the U.N. special rapporteur on Myanmar, said in October. “And they 
come from the very same source — they come from Russia.” 


Over the past month, Myanmar’s military has deployed Russia-made Yak-130 jets and MI-35 helicopters 
across the country, dropping unguided, imprecise munitions that have killed dozens of people, say rights 
groups, including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. 


In September, two military helicopters opened fire at a school in the central Sagaing region, where fighting 
has been intense, killing at least 11 children, according to the United Nations children’s agency. Weeks later, 
military jets targeted an outdoor concert in the northern Kachin state, which is controlled by an ethnic 
separatist group. The attack killed as many as 80 people, according to local officials, and 

elicited international condemnation, including from the United States. Scores of civilians were among the 
dead, said Col. Naw Bu, a spokesman for the Kachin Independence Organization. 


The junta denied that the airstrike killed civilians, saying instead that it had targeted known “enemies and 
terrorists,” including soldiers from the Kachin Independence Organization, which has long sought 
independence from Myanmar. 


But Human Rights Watch Asia researcher Manny Maung said there’s mounting evidence the airstrikes are 
“indiscriminate, disproportionate uses of violence” that are likely to have violated laws of war. 


The attacks are “not just a physical threat,” she added, “but a psychologically terrifying threat.” 


In Sagaing, a resistance stronghold where conflict has been fierce, villagers have been building makeshift 
bunkers or relocating to temporary jungle camps to protect themselves from the airstrikes, said Lwan Thu, 
an activist in the region. Because the junta, also known as the Tatmadaw, has blocked internet access in 
parts of Sagaing, community leaders have not been able to share information about the movement of 
military aircraft or send out warnings when attacks seem imminent, said Lwan Thu, 33. 


“We have no weapon or defense system to protect us,” he added. “We have no alternative except to flee.” 


While the Kachin and Sagaing airstrikes were the most significant, smaller attacks are occurring almost 
daily, said U Yee Mon, the defense minister for the opposition National Unity Government, which has 
been operating in exile since the coup. After months of fundraising, the NUG recently bought some 
antiaircraft weapons, U Yee Mon said. “But I’Il have to admit that both our reach and capacity are 
insufficient to counter the [junta’s] aerial attacks at this time,” he added. 


To arm its military, Myanmar relies on imports, traditionally from Russia, China and India. The latter two 
countries, which border Myanmar, have cooled toward the junta as the civil war has dragged on, analysts 
say. But the junta has sought to tighten its alliance with the Kremlin this past year, including by expressing 
support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 


Myanmar’s military leader, Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, has visited Russia three times since assuming power 
in a coup, reportedly telling Russia’s defense minister in June 2021 that “thanks to Russia, our army has 
become one of the strongest in the region.” During his most recent visit, in September, the general met 
with President Vladimir Putin and toured a plant producing fighter jets. 


In return, Russia has backed the junta’s bid to be recognized as Myanmar’s legitimate government, 
referring to Min Aung Hlaing as “prime minister.” Despite its losses in Ukraine, Russia has promised to 
follow through on arms deals signed before the coup in Myanmar, including for missile defense systems 
and fighter jets. It also has signed new agreements to provide Myanmar with oil and military training. 


Many of the junta’s airstrikes have been carried out by Yak-130 jets, two-seater planes originally designed 
to train pilots but used in Myanmar and elsewhere for counterinsurgency operations. Myanmar has at least 
20 Yak-130 jets, including six that it received last December from Russia, said Myanmar Witness, a 
nonprofit organization that investigates rights abuses. 


Starting this year, Russia also began delivery of six Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jets, said Myanmar Witness. 
Matt Freear, a spokesman for the organization, said researchers recently verified evidence, including 
satellite imagery, showing that at least one of these jets is already in Myanmar. These machines have twice 
the payload and twice the “potential lethality” of the Yak-130, Freear added. 


Faced with multiple insurgencies, the Tatmadaw’s ground forces have been “spread thin” over the past 
year, leaving air power as one of its only remaining advantages, said Zachary Abuza, a professor at the 
National War College in Washington who studies security issues in Southeast Asia. Despite the advantage 
the junta has in the air, its airstrikes haven’t appeared to be part of a clear military strategy, Abuza said. 
Aircraft have operated in isolation rather than in tandem with ground forces, often targeting civilian 
buildings such as churches, schools and hospitals. 


“When I look at a helicopter gunship shooting 30 millimeter canons into an elementary school ... it’s hard 
to discern any military strategy other than to terrorize the civilian population,” Abuza said. The military 
“is signaling to people that ‘we’re willing to do anything.’ But in terms of a military strategy, there’s none 
that I can see.” 


Human rights groups are calling on the U.N. Security Council to impose a global arms embargo on 
Myanmar. But grounding the aircraft it already has would require reducing the supply of aviation fuel, and 
that would involve countries far beyond Russia, said Montse Ferrer, a researcher at Amnesty International. 


In a report released last week, Amnesty identified companies in Singapore, Thailand and elsewhere that 
have helped provide aviation fuel to the Myanmar military. After being presented with Amnesty’s 
findings, one of these companies, the Singapore-based Puma Energy, announced that it would start 

to withdraw its investments from Myanmar. Others must follow suit, Ferrer said. 
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11/12 lran protesters face revolutionary courts 


ps://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/12/iran-protests-mahsa-amini-courts/ 
GIST A young Iranian man accused of lighting a trash can on fire during a protest could face death row for 
“waging war against God.” 


Two female journalists who helped break the story of Mahsa Amini — the 22-year-old woman who died 
in the custody of Iran’s “morality police” — have been in jail since late September, accused without 
evidence of being CIA agents. 


In a hearing without his lawyer, a 22-year-old protester was sentenced to death for committing “corruption 
on earth,” his mother said in an online plea. After an uproar, the judiciary denied that a sentence had been 
issued. 


This is what justice looks like in Iran, where the trials of protesters, bystanders and chroniclers of the 
current uprising have begun. There is little expectation of due process in a judicial system dominated by the 
security services and stacked against the accused. 


More than 15,000 Iranians have been arrested and several hundred killed in nearly two months of protests, 
the activist news agency Hrana estimates. The demonstrations that began in response to the alleged police 
killing of Amini have cascaded into a broad movement against the country’s clerical leaders. Authorities 
have demanded harsh punishments for protesters, whom they call “rioters,” and have sought to blame the 
unrest on foreign powers. 


Some of the detained are released with a fine. Others are tried in a criminal court. But political prisoners 
typically face the feared revolutionary courts, a parallel system created to protect the Islamic republic, said 
Hadi Enayat, a political sociologist specializing in Iranian law. 


The revolutionary courts are notorious for “egregious violations of due process,” said Tara Sepehri Far of 
Human Rights Watch. The state “uses the trials as another element of shaping their narrative about the 
protests.” 


In late October, Iran’s judiciary said it had indicted about 1,000 people in Tehran and would hold public 
trials in the coming weeks. As in the past, rights groups expect they will be sham trials, relying on 
fabricated evidence and confessions made under duress or torture. Detainees have been accused of 
committing violence and killing Iranian security forces with little or no evidence, they say. 


How these trials unfold could offer hints about Tehran’s political calculus — whether it will continue with 
its crackdown to contain the protests, or further escalate its repression in an effort to stamp them out 
completely. 


There is debate within Iran’s security circles, said Ellie Geranmayeh, a senior policy fellow at the 
European Council on Foreign Relations, over whether “to shock and awe the streets to scare them away 
from protesting,” or prioritize “containing the threat without having to resort to the mass executions that 
we saw in the 1980s” during post-revolution purges. 


“T think the system is sort of stuck between what is the right approach,” she said. 
This tension broke through on Nov. 5 when hard-line lawmakers, who dominate Iran’s parliament, 


issued a statement calling on the judiciary to “deal decisively” with the “instigators of recent riots” and 
punish “enemies of God” — a legal charge that can carry the death penalty. 


Iranians were outraged. Three days later, the parliamentary spokesperson backtracked, claiming that 
“Western media” had misconstrued the lawmakers’ words; the harshest punishments — which could 
include the death penalty — would be reserved for those who “spilled blood,” he said. 


Iran is one of the world’s leading executioners. At least 314 people were executed in 2021, according to 
Amnesty International, though the true figure is likely higher. Death sentences issued for political 
prisoners are sometimes commuted or never carried out, though the threat remains. 


Iran’s legal system is based on a fundamentalist interpretation of Islamic law. Corruption and abuse are 
rampant in the criminal courts, though years of international advocacy have led to some incremental 
reforms, said Hossein Raisi, a former lawyer in Iran and now a human rights professor at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. 


But ultimately the “Iranian judiciary system is the ‘supreme leader’ judiciary system,” he said, referring to 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the head of Iran’s theocratic government. 


Iran’s first supreme leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, created the revolutionary courts as a stopgap 
system to purge opponents after ousting the country’s ruler, the shah, in 1979. They have since become a 


key feature of the Islamic republic, allowing regime loyalists to control the levers of justice. The 
revolutionary courts work closely with the intelligence wing of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, or 
IRGC, the supreme leader’s parallel security force. 


The revolutionary courts rely on one judge, instead of the panel of judges used in criminal courts. Judges 
are typically clerics or have been trained at a state-run university. Political prisoners have limited or no 
access to their lawyers and cannot see the alleged evidence against them. 


The Intelligence Ministry and the IRGC’s intelligence wing are often involved in interrogations and 
evidence collection, in violation of Iranian law, said Raisi. But during times of unrest, he said, authorities 
drop all pretense of following criminal procedure. 


“Unfortunately, everything that happens in the room is based on police or IRGC or regular intelligence 
officers,” he said. “When they don’t want to listen to people, they actually ban all kinds of the rights of the 
accused,” he added. 


Before leaving Iran, Raisi was part of a small and ever-shrinking group of independent lawyers who take 
on human rights cases and represent political prisoners. These attorneys are under constant pressure and 
threat of arrest, said Raisi. When protests break out, they offer legal aid to families of detainees and often 
take on cases pro bono. In recent weeks, 24 lawyers have been arrested, according to Hrana. 


First, Iran came for a rights activist. Then for his family and friends. 

During the 2009 Green Movement — when millions of Iranians protested electoral fraud — Raisi asked 
other lawyers in his hometown of Shiraz to volunteer. Only seven did. But in recent weeks, more than 40 
lawyers in the southwestern city have offered to take on cases of detained protesters, he said. 

“This is so beautiful,” said Raisi. 


But as demonstrations continue, and arrests increase, it will be difficult for lawyers to keep up. 


Raisi said judicial authorities effectively “copy and paste” charges, “like an application for all branches 
across the country.” Common charges have included propaganda and illegal gatherings against the state. 


The revolutionary courts were key to Khamenei’s repression of the Green Movement. After a violent 
crackdown in 2009, hundreds of protesters, including key activists and reformist politicians, were tried, 
and several people were executed. The courts were also used for protesters after periods of unrest in 2017 
and 2019. 


By controlling the legal system, and other institutions, Iran’s leadership has “decapitated the reform 
movement,” said Enayat, the political sociologist. 


“People have completely lost faith in reforming the system, as it hasn’t worked,” he said 
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11/11 Covid-19 public health emergency status 


SOURCE | https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-public-health-emergency-status-to-stay-i 


11668197266?mod=hp_lead_pos5 
GIST The Biden administration gave no signal to state officials on Friday of plans to_end the Covid-19 pandemic’s 
status as a public-health emergency, in turn leaving the designation in place past January. 


The Department of Health and Human Services previously told states they would get 60 days’ notice 
before the public-health emergency is lifted. The designation was renewed in October through Jan. 11. The 
lack of notice to states means the public-health emergency may extend until the spring. 


GIST 


“The Covid-19 public-health emergency remains in effect and as HHS committed to earlier, we will 
provide a 60-day notice to states before any possible termination or expiration,” said Sarah Lovenheim, 
assistant secretary for public affairs at HHS. 


The public-health emergency was first declared in January 2020, under the Trump administration, and has 
been renewed by 90 days every time it was due to expire. Some Republicans say the designation is no 
longer necessary and should be lifted. The GOP’s push to end the public-health emergency intensified in 


September when President Biden asserted that the pandemic was over. 


The public-health-emergency designation enables certain Covid-19 measures, such as the suspension of 
eligibility renewals for people on Medicaid and the prescription of controlled substances via telehealth, 
which will remain in place for now. States are bracing for a massive effort to redetermine individuals’ 
Medicaid eligibility once the designation is lifted, and public-health leaders say millions of beneficiaries 
could lose coverage. 


The designation has also enabled states to receive enhanced federal payments for Medicaid and for 
pharmacists to give Covid-19 shots. 


The administration has continued to press Congress for more funding, saying about $22.4 billion is needed 
to develop more durable vaccines, purchase tests and carry out other pandemic preparations. But 
Republicans have balked, saying there are untapped Covid-19 relief funds that should be used first. 


Still, with funds running out, the administration is starting the process of shifting Covid-19 vaccines, tests 
and treatments to the private sector and commercial insurance. The federal government procured more 
than 170 million doses of an updated vaccine for the fall booster campaign. 


A number of states, including Delaware, have extended their own pandemic public-health emergencies. 


The U.S. saw a weekly average of 289,000 new Covid-19 cases as of Nov. 9, up from a weekly average of 
about 265,000 for the week ending Oct. 12, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Average weekly deaths from Covid-19 were at about 2,300 as of Nov. 9. 


Respiratory syncytial virus, known as RSV, continues to be a present and growing threat in Washington. 
Children’s hospitals across Puget Sound are seeing unprecedented volumes of patients. 


One of the greatest strains is at Seattle Children’s Hospital. A spokesperson tells KIRO 7, “As we enter 
November, Seattle Children’s Emergency Department (ED) continues to see pediatric volumes holding 
steady at 200% with a peak of 300%. Approximately 50% of the patients we are seeing are coming to us 
with some type of respiratory concern. Most recently, the ED has jumped to nearly 250% most evenings 
and we are anticipating this to increase over the next several months.” 


Dr. Kanwar Thind with UW Medicine has seen the influx first hand. 


“There’s a lot of just backlog of patients that need to be seen that need higher levels of care, but we just 
don’t have the beds available for them,” says Thind. 


He says to compensate, pediatric hospitals like Seattle Children’s have converted storage rooms into 
hospital suites, and have even treated patients in hallways. 


“We’ve just have to get more creative about it,” says Thind. 


In three weeks, Washington State Department of Health reports that RSV numbers more than tripled. The 
King County Health Department recorded 512 RSV cases, indicating an unprecedented spike. 


However, the extent of the spike’s severity is somewhat unknown, as doctors don’t always test for RSV. 
It’s a virus with similar symptoms to the common cold and COVID-19. Additionally, hospitals aren’t 
required to release RSV case numbers to the health department. 


The biggest indicator of a spike is hospital intake. Like, Seattle Children’s, Mary Bridge Children’s 
Hospital in Tacoma has also experienced overcrowding in recent months. 


Local parents, like Jay Tkachuk, describe how his daughter waited hours to be seen in the ER. 


“She spent the day in there. So it was it was crowded. The doctors also mentioned that this is Seattle 
Children’s Hospital that that it’s full again, and it’s full with mostly RSV children,” says Tkachuk. 


One of the emergency department doctors wrote on Twitter, “I’ve — never — seen it like this in my 
whole career.” 


The virus is highly contagious and has no vaccine, which Thind says is one reason for the influx of 
patients. He says despite the strain on resources, doctors are still ready to provide care. 


“It is the job that we came here to do. We love taking care of these kids,” says Thind. 
Return to Top 


11/11 Arlington schools early release backlash 


: 
GIST A new policy at Arlington Public Schools (APS) is leading to backlash in the community after the district 
instituted a policy for early release for all students on Fridays. This policy has drawn plenty of criticism 
from local business owners and police. 


Business owners in the downtown core have grown frustrated with juveniles causing disruptions on a 
regular basis. Arlington Hardware has been open for 119 years and its owners, Angela and Taylor Jones, 
are fed up. 


“What we really are experiencing, in general, is a lack of public safety,” Co-owner Taylor Jones told The 
Jason Rantz Show. “The teenagers are part of the problem. But in general, the public safety in our sweet, 
small little town ... It hasn’t been a priority.” 


APS teenagers have caused countless disruptions inside Arlington Hardware as well as several other local 
businesses. Employees have even had their cars broken into. 


“The police have always been extremely helpful and supportive in our community,” Jones said. “We have 
a great police department. The honest truth is we don’t have enough of them.” 


Jonathan Ventura, the Arlington Chief of Police, expressed his frustration with APS and its early release 
policy. 


“The police department is aware of social media chatter regarding the Arlington School District’s early 
release of middle school students every Friday,” Ventura told KTTH. 


He said that a dedicated school resource officer interacts with students on a near-daily basis. Ventura also 
said APD referred approximately 34 juvenile criminal cases to the Snohomish County Prosecutor’s Office 
for review. 


“You’ve created a situation [where] there’s no place for these kids to go. There’s nothing constructive for 
them to do.” Jones said. “The only outlet they have is to come downtown and to trash all the businesses 
down here.” 


Arlington is not immune to the problems that many law enforcement agencies are facing statewide. 
Ventura said recently there has been an exodus of qualified officers leaving the force for other 
opportunities. 


“The police department is only down two budgeted police positions,” Ventura told KTTH. “The mayor 
and city council have authorized more police hiring in the 2023-2024 biennial budget for additional 
officers.” 


If the police force can return to its staffing goals, it could go a long way in solving the age-old problems 
many small communities have faced. Until then, small businesses will have to hope their customers feel 
safe enough to come shop. 


j Rewnto To 
11/41 Day 261 of the Russia invasion 


SOURCE | https://www.thequardian.com/world/2022/nov/11/russia-ukraine-war-at-a-glance-what-we-know-on-day-261-of- 
the-invasion 

GIST Ukrainian forces have entered the centre of the southern city of Kherson after Russia’s retreat 
to the west side of the Dnipro River was completed. They were met by jubilant crowds who 
greeted soldiers as they arrived in the city for the first time since Russia captured it on 2 March. 
The Ukrainians claimed 41 settlements as they advanced towards the city, the capital of the wider 
province. 
The Ukrainian flag is now being flown outside the regional administration headquarters in 
Svobody Square, where protests have taken place in recent months. Another flag has been raised 
at the headquarters of the police in the city. 
A Ukrainian defence official told the BBC that its forces were in almost complete control of 
the city, as searches take place to find any Russian soldiers left behind in the evacuation. 
The Ukrainian president, Volodymyr Zelenskiy, said it was a “historic day” for the 
country. He said the people of Kherson “never gave up on Ukraine”. “We are returning Kherson. 
As of now, our defenders are on the approaches to the city. But special units are already in the 
city.” 
More than 30,000 Russian service personnel have been withdrawn to the eastern bank of the 
Dnipro River. The defence ministry said its evacuation had been complete by 5am Moscow time 
on Friday. The ministry said there was no military hardware or soldiers left on the western side of 
the river. “The Russian troop units are manoeuvring to a prepared position on the left bank of the 
Dnipro River in strict accordance with the approved plan,” the Russian defence ministry said. 
The Ukrainian ministry of defence has urged Russian soldiers left behind in the hasty 
evacuation to surrender to Ukrainian forces. Some are believed to still be in Kherson, but 
wearing civilian clothing to try to avoid detection. 
Vladimir Putin’s press spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, denied the Russian withdrawal from 
Kherson was humiliating for the Kremlin when he spoke to reporters on Friday 
morning. Peskov said there were no regrets about the city in southern Ukraine being annexed by 
Russia at a lavish ceremony in late September. He insisted the city was still part of Russia, Agency 
France-Presse reports. “This is a subject of the Russian Federation. There are no changes in this 
and there cannot be changes,” Peskov told reporters. 
Ukraine’s defence minister said Russia still had a contingent of 40,000 troops in the Kherson 
region. “It’s not that easy to withdraw these troops from Kherson in one day or two days. As a 
minimum, [it will take] one week,” Oleksii Reznikov told Reuters. He added that intelligence 
showed Russia’s forces remained inside the city, around the city and on the west bank of the 
Dnipro. Vadym Skibitsky, Ukraine’s deputy military intelligence chief, estimated more than half 
the Russian soldiers that had been stationed on the right bank of the city were still there — a force 
that had previously been put at 20,000. 


e Kyiv has said it is wary of rushing in and claiming victory, warning it may be a trap by the 
Kremlin. Ukraine’s army chief, Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, said Kyiv could not yet confirm whether 
Russia was indeed pulling out of the city, but Kyiv’s forces have advanced 36.5km (22.7 miles) 
and retaken 41 villages and towns since | October in the region. That included 12 settlements on 
Wednesday alone. 

e The Antonivskiy Bridge, the only nearby road crossing from the southern Ukrainian city of 
Kherson to the Russian-controlled eastern bank of the Dnipro, has been blown up. 

e Seven people were killed in a Russian missile attack on a five-storey block of flats in 
Mykolaiv that took place early on Friday morning. Emergency service crews have been working 
to try to find any survivors. 

e Russian attacks on electricity facilities are having a disproportionate effect on civilians in 
Ukraine, having an indiscriminate impact on critical functions such as healthcare and heating, 
according to the latest evaluation by the UK’s Ministry of Defence. 

e Forty-five Ukrainian soldiers have been freed in a prisoner exchange with Russia and the 
bodies of two killed Ukrainian soldiers have also been repatriated, the head of the Ukrainian 
presidential office has said. 

e The Ukrainian prosecutor general’s office is investigating three bodies discovered in Kherson 
province whose deaths it believes may be the result of war crimes. 

e Ukraine is building a reinforced concrete wall on part of its border with its northern, Putin- 
supporting neighbour, Belarus. 

e The head of Russia’s Wagner mercenary group, Yevgeny Prigozhin, has said his 
organisation has started training civilians in Russian regions bordering Ukraine to form a 
militia and build fortifications. 

e The United Nations has been holding talks with Russian officials about the agreement to export 
grain from Ukraine through the Black Sea. 

e There were unconfirmed reports of explosions from shelling around the Nova Kakhovka 
dam late on Thursday. Kyiv has repeatedly warned that the 30-metre-high hydroelectric facility 
could be targeted by the Russians. 

e The US’s top general and chair of the joint chiefs of staff estimates that Russia’s military 
had seen more than 100,000 of its soldiers killed and wounded in Ukraine, adding that Kyiv’s 
armed forces have “probably” suffered a similar level of casualties. Mark Milley’s remarks offer 
the highest US estimate of casualties to date. 

e The UK government has frozen more than £18bn of assets belonging to oligarchs and other 
Russians under the new sanctions regime. Sanctions have been imposed on 1,271 people — 
including the former Chelsea FC owner Roman Abramovich and the “Nickel King” Vladimir 
Potanin — Russia’s second richest person — according to a report published on Thursday. 

e The US will send $400m (£338m) more in military aid to Ukraine, officials announced on 
Thursday. According to the Pentagon, the aid package will contain large amounts of ammunition 
and, for the first time, four highly mobile Avenger air defence systems. “This increased air 
defence will be critical for Ukraine as Russia continues to use cruise missiles and Iranian-made 
drones to attack critical civilian infrastructure,” the national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, said. 
The US will also buy 100,000 rounds of howitzer artillery from South Korean manufacturers to 
provide to Ukraine, an official added. 


RewntTo | 
11/12 Day 262 of the Russia invasion 


SOURCE | https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/12/russia-ukraine-war-at-a-glance-what-we-know-on-day-262-of- 
the-invasion 
GIST Ukrainians in Kherson city are celebrating after the arrival of Ukrainian soldiers to 


recapture the city. In extraordinary scenes, jubilant crowds have been seen welcoming soldiers in 
the southern Ukrainian city, after progress made by the armed forces in recent days continued. 
Ukrainian forces have liberated 41 settlements as they advanced through the 

south, president Volodymyr Zelenskiy said. 


e A Ukrainian flag has been raised in Svobody Square, near the headquarters for the regional 
administration for the first time since the city fell to Russia on 2 March. Another is being 
flown outside the city’s national police headquarters. 

e Zelenskiy declared the city to be “ours” and that it was a “historic” day for the country, after 
Russia announced the completion of its withdrawal from the regional capital. In a statement on his 
Telegram page, he said that people in Kherson never gave up hope on Ukraine, adding: “Hope for 
Ukraine is always justified — and Ukraine always returns its own.” 

e A Ukrainian defence ministry spokesperson has told the BBC that Ukraine’s forces are almost 
in full control of Kherson. 

e Russia said more than 30,000 service personnel have been withdrawn to the eastern bank of 
the Dnieper River. The defence ministry said that its evacuation had been completed by 5am 
Moscow time on Friday. The ministry said there was no military hardware or soldiers left on the 
western side of the river. 

e However, reports have emerged of some Russian troops being left behind in Ukraine and 
changing into civilian clothes, or drowning trying to escape. The ministry of defence’s 
intelligence unit has urged Russian soldiers to surrender. 

e The Antonivskiy Bridge, the only nearby road crossing from the southern Ukrainian city of 
Kherson to the Russian-controlled eastern bank of the Dnieper River, has been blown up. There 
was significant new damage to the nearby major Nova Kakhovka dam after the withdrawal, US 
satellite imagery company Maxar said. 

e Ukraine’s prosecutor general is investigating three bodies that were found in 
Kherson region, who it suspected were victims of war crimes. 

e Russian attacks on electricity facilities are having a disproportionate effect on civilians in 
Ukraine, having an indiscriminate impact on critical functions such as healthcare and heating, 
according to the latest evaluation by the UK’s Ministry of Defence. 

e Ukraine is building a wall at its northern border with neighbour Belarus, a key ally of 
Russian president Vladimir Putin. The concrete wall is already 3km long. 

e Forty-five Ukrainian soldiers have been freed in a prisoner exchange with Russia and the 
bodies of two killed Ukrainian soldiers have also been repatriated, the head of the Ukrainian 
presidential office has said. 

e The United Nations has been holding talks with Russian officials in Geneva about the agreement 
to export grain from Ukraine through the Black Sea. 

e The UN nuclear watchdog says an investigation of a research plant in the city of Kharkiv 
found it was badly damaged, but there were no signs of a radiological release or diversion of 
nuclear material. 

e German chancellor Olaf Scholz said Germany’s priority in its aid to Ukraine should be to help it 
defend itself from Russian air raids on its cities and to help it rebuild its infrastructure. 


11/11 Biden vows: 50% emissions cut by 2030 


ps://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2022/nov/11/cop27-biden-vows-to-slash-us-emissions-pledges-mil/ 
GIST President Biden told a U.N. global summit on climate on Friday that the U.S. is committed to reducing its 
emissions and leading the fight against mass flooding, droughts and other climate catastrophes around the 

world as he confronts a political shakeup at home that will complicate his green agenda and pledges. 


Speaking to the COP27 in Egypt, Mr. Biden vowed the U.S. will meet its target of a 50% reduction in 
emissions by 2030 compared to 2005 levels. He said the U.S. is committed to the Kigali Amendment to 
reduce the production of hydrofluorocarbons and boasted that suppliers to the federal government must 
disclose their emissions and climate risks. 


“The United States government is putting our money where our mouth is to strengthen accountability for 
climate risk and resilience,” Mr. Biden told the crowd in the Red Sea resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh. 


Mr. Biden said the U.S. will commit $100 million to the Adaption Fund — up from $50 million — to 
finance projects that help developing nations grapple with climate change. He also announced $150 


million in financial support for African nations that want to expand early-warning systems and adapt their 
infrastructure to deal with climate change, while helping these nations tap into climate-related financing 
streams. 


Mr. Biden characterized his administration as a course correction after the Trump administration put 
climate change on the back burner and pulled out of the Paris climate accords. 


“T apologize we ever pulled out the agreement,” Mr. Biden said. 


He also hailed young people for leading the charge in holding global leaders accountable for their climate 
policies. 


“They know the stakes,” Mr. Biden said. 


Mr. Biden spoke on the heels of major climate legislation that Democrats muscled through Congress to 
increase incentives for electric vehicles and home upgrades to make energy consumption more efficient. 
The bill includes $370 billion for climate initiatives. 


“Tt includes less than I asked for but a significant amount,” Mr. Biden said. 


Yet he addressed delegates at a time of change at home. Republicans are poised to retake the House, 
meaning the administration will have a hard time seeking new funding or pursuing green initiatives. 


The shakeup means Mr. Biden might be unable to meet his pledge of $11 billion to fight climate change in 
nations that emit fewer greenhouse gases but are hard-hit by warming and other climate issues. Democrats 
could attempt to fund the pledge in an upcoming spending bill before the new Congress is assembled. 


Mr. Biden, when asked after his speech how he plans to convince Republicans to fund his climate 
initiatives, told reporters: “Reality.” 


Republicans are urging Mr. Biden to balance his climate aims with robust production of oil and gas on 
American soil. They say U.S. consumers are facing high costs because he refuses to unleash domestic 
production while Mr. Biden largely blames Russian President Vladimir Putin for shocks as the pump. 


Mr. Biden said the Russian invasion of Ukraine has increased volatility in the energy markets so it is 
important to “double down” on climate investments. 


“Against this backdrop, it’s more urgent than ever that we double down on our climate commitments. 
Russia’s war only enhances the urgency of the need to transition the world off of its dependency on fossil 
fuels,” Mr. Biden said. 


The president warned about the particular dangers of methane to the climate and the need to preserve and 
protect critical forests. 


COP27 is a summit of nearly 200 nations that agreed to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, which was adopted in 1992. This year’s edition is being hosted by Egyptian President Abdel- 
Fattah el-Sissi. 


Mr. Biden said the next decade will be pivotal, given the ravages of climate disasters that are unfolding 
now. 


“The past eight years have been the warmest on record. In the United States, we’re seeing historic drought 
and wildfires in the West, devastating hurricanes and storms in the East,” Mr. Biden said. 


He said Africa is home to many nations considered most vulnerable to climate change, pointing to food 
insecurity following droughts, climate-driven disputes among herding communities and massive flooding 
in Nigeria. 


Mr. Biden was the only leader from the world’s largest carbon-emitting nations to attend the summit since 
China’s Xi Jinping and India’s Narendra Modi were not there. 


“The United States is acting. Everyone has to act,” Mr. Biden said. “It’s a duty and responsibility of global 
leadership.” 


He said wealthier countries that are able to finance coal projects in developing nations should be able to 
finance green initiatives, too. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi led a congressional delegation to COP27 and was on hand for the remarks. 


Mr. Biden will fly to Cambodia later Friday for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
conference. 


HEADLINE | 11/11 China eases some pandemic policies 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/11/business/china-zero-covid-markets.html 
GIST As China’s economy continues to be squeezed by the cost of the country’s zero-tolerance approach to 
Covid, the government softened some of its restrictions on Friday, even as it remained committed to its 
strict pandemic policy. 


The shift, while modest, was enough to excite investors who have been searching for any sign that China 
was ready to ease its rules. The announcement sent Hong Kong’s stock market soaring nearly 8 percent 
and buoyed mainland financial markets that have been in a depression over when China will abandon an 
approach many investors say has hurt the economy. 


The move to narrow the scope of China’s vast pandemic apparatus comes a day after its top leader, Xi 
Jinping, held a meeting with his newly appointed Politburo Standing Committee to discuss Covid-19 amid 
the economic uncertainty playing out in financial markets, in the boardrooms of the world’s biggest 
companies and among global leaders. 


Responding to the group’s call to “optimize” and adjust a “one-size-fits-all” approach to containing the 


virus, China’s National Health Commission announced a flurry of changes on Friday. The moves appear to 
reflect a growing recognition at the highest levels that a more targeted approach is needed for controlling 
Covid-19. 


People entering China will now be required to quarantine in a hotel for five days followed by three days of 
isolation at home. Previously, visitors had to spend 10 days in quarantine, with seven of those in a hotel or 
government facility. 


Officials also scrapped a penalty system for airlines bringing in travelers with Covid and reduced some of 
their more burdensome testing requirements, which effectively limited the number of people entering the 
country. Several Chinese travel platforms said searches for international flights surged on Friday. 


Domestically, the government limited its contact tracing, part of a broader strategy of mass testing that has 
led to hundreds of millions of people being thrown into quarantine under heavy guard, provoking anger 
and discontent. It also got rid of other measures that had left many people stuck at home for weeks just 
because they lived in a neighborhood where a Covid case had been detected. 


Easing Covid policies could have big economic consequences. Shoppers have stayed away from malls, 
worried that they might cross paths even momentarily with someone infected and be sent to a long 
quarantine. Many stores and eateries have closed. 


While the moves could lift parts of the Chinese economy, analysts cautioned that the changes were 
incremental and that the country’s overall pandemic strategy remained onerous. China is the last major 
holdout to strict pandemic rules, and it remains unclear how and when Beijing will end its “zero-Covid” 
policies. 


“This is no doubt an important rhetorical shift and may lay the groundwork for a move toward sustained 
gradual easing, but the market — as it does — is acting like ‘zero-Covid’ is over,” said Taylor Loeb, a 
China analyst at Trivium, a consulting firm. “That’s just wrong. You don’t unwind a nearly three-year top- 
level national policy overnight.” 


The regulations are still in place, and local officials continue to heed messages from Mr. Xi, who has 
repeatedly praised the tough approach of “putting people and their lives above all else” and argued that the 
Communist Party had waged an “all-out people’s war to stop the spread of the virus.” Top officials 
reaffirmed the calls to double down on containing the virus on Thursday, urging “firm strategic resolve” in 
controlling the spread of the virus. 


China reported more than 10,000 local cases on Thursday, its highest daily count in more than six months, 
putting to test a Covid strategy that is still largely focused on eliminating the virus. 


On Friday, long lines formed at Covid testing centers in Beijing as municipal officials required many 
residents to be tested daily, more frequently than in recent weeks. Citing pandemic restrictions, popular 
attractions in the area were also closed, including Lama Temple and two frequently visited tourist sites 
along the Great Wall. 


“Some interpretations are being too optimistic,” said Bruce Pang, chief economist for Greater China at 
Jones Lang LaSalle. “The Covid policy will only be fine-tuned in the short term, with the focus shifting 
between eliminating cases and making more precise measures.” 


Foreign executives have complained about being unable to visit local staff and inspect operations for more 
than two years. Many would-be diners have preferred to stay home. The social costs are climbing, too, as 
more people are swept up in lengthy lockdowns and tough government quarantines, their frustrations 
evading China’s internet censors. 


Health officials said some of the adjustments to contact tracing were done to reduce the large number of 
people who had been caught up in the “zero-Covid” dragnet. Previously, even contacts of close contacts 
were identified and required to isolate. 


In the southern manufacturing hub of Guangzhou, where cases have jumped to more 2,500 a day, the 
authorities had resisted a full-blown lockdown, choosing instead to restrict the movement of residents in 
three of the city’s 11 districts. After the rule changes, they said at a news conference on Friday that they 
would release all close contacts currently under stay-at-home orders and would stop tracking new ones. 


Top officials who met on Thursday called for a rectification of “superfluous policy steps,” in a nod to the 
growing social and economic cost of the country’s increasingly rigid approach to controlling new variants 
that are milder, albeit more contagious. 


But in a sign that China’s leaders are not yet ready to abandon or deviate dramatically from their current 
strategies, they also stressed that “necessary epidemic control measures must not be relaxed.” 


China still has a long way to go before it makes any significant changes to its pandemic status quo, 
longtime China observers like Mr. Loeb argued. 


“T’ll believe it,’ he said, “when I see it.” 


11/11 Amid setbacks, Putin nowhere to be found 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/11/world/europe/putin-russia- 
kherson.html?action=click&module=Well&pqt e&section=World%20News 

When Gen. Sergey Surovikin was appointed the overall commander of Russian forces in Ukraine a month 
ago, the Kremlin’s cheerleaders in the media lauded him as exactly the kind of severe warrior needed to 
bring order to the stumbling invasion. “General Armageddon,” some called him. 


The general appeared on national television in a rather different role on Wednesday: He was the 
designated bearer of bad tidings, announcing that Russia should abandon the southern regional capital of 
Kherson in order to preserve the lives of its soldiers there. 


President Vladimir V. Putin, who in a belligerent appearance in Moscow’s Red Square just weeks earlier 
had declared Kherson part of Russia for eternity, was somewhere else — celebrating the 75th anniversary 
of the federal Medical-Biological Agency. 


The distance was deliberate. With each new pronounced setback in Ukraine, however, it is getting harder 
for Mr. Putin to separate himself from the whiff of failure, which is gradually eroding his image as a 
decisive, indomitable leader. 


“This is a personal regime, and in general the public understands very well that it is Putin standing behind 
all the important decisions,” said Abbas Gallyamov, a former Putin speechwriter turned political 
consultant. “He is the central pillar in the construction of the system, and if he is shaking, the whole 
system is shaking.” 


To be sure, there is no immediate challenge to Mr. Putin’s considerable power, and the combination of a 
muscular propaganda machine and draconian laws to silence dissent ensure barely a ripple of public 
protest. Yet after presenting Kherson as a major prize seized early in the war, one that would provide a 
steppingstone to claiming the entire Black Sea coast, each new step backward raises questions about why 
Russians should trust the Kremlin. 


“Tt will chip away at the narrative of Putin as the great leader,” said Cliff Kupchan, chairman of the 
Eurasia group, a political risk assessment firm in Washington. “It will be another problem for him as he 
tries to rally the Russian public behind his war effort. You don’t lose your biggest prize and not suffer at 
all for it.” 


In order to end what has turned into a misbegotten war, Mr. Putin needs some manner of triumph, analysts 
said. To keep fighting risks further failures, but to call a halt with little to show for his invasion would 
undermine his main justification for his more than 20 years in command — rebuilding Russia as a great 
power. 


Mr. Putin does not need a real victory, said Mr. Gallyamov, just something that he can sell as leaving 
Russia better off than it was before. “He cannot stop and he cannot continue,” he said, “‘so he is at an 
impasse.” 


The Kremlin propaganda machine swung into action to try to blunt any criticism of the retreat from 
Russian-held territory west of the Dnipro River, including Kherson. On state television, Vladimir 
Solovyov, a prominent talk show host, called it a “difficult” decision and admonished, “Trust the 
generals.” 


Mr. Putin has long relegated generals to the back seat, uneasy that any might steal his limelight. But 
General Surovikin has been given a high public profile, especially with the theatrical performance 
involved in recommending the withdrawal at a military briefing to the minister of defense, Sergei K. 
Shoigu, who then gave the order. The president would like someone else to be the face of defeat. 


State media — and it is basically all state-run since the start of the war — rolled out its euphemism spinner 
and called the retreat the “Kherson maneuver” or a “regrouping,” insisting that it was merely a temporary 
setback. 


The Kremlin also seemed to have moved beforehand to defuse any criticism from two of the harshest 
critics of the military’s performance: Ramzan Kadyrov, the pugnacious leader of the Republic of 
Chechnya, and Yevgeny Prigozhin, the founder of the Wagner military contractor company. Mr. Kadyrov 
said that General Surovikin was acting like a “true combat general,” while Mr. Prigozhin, an ally of the 
general from years working together snuffing out the opposition in Syria, praised the decision as well. 


Russian pundits have said with each new defeat that the country is fighting the entire West, whose unified 
front will crack soon. This time, pro-Kremlin commentators also noted that for centuries Russian forces 
have emerged victorious from wars that initially seemed like disastrous defeats, including World War II. 


But cracks appeared among right-wing supporters of the war, including military bloggers who described 
the pullback in catastrophic terms. Konstantin Malofeev, a tycoon with his own religious-oriented 
television network, said that Russia had become a nation of greedy commercial interests and that it needed 
to reawaken its fighting spirit. “We are warriors. We are the Empire,” he wrote on his Telegram channel. 


Divisions among prominent pro-war voices could give Mr. Putin some breathing room, analysts said. 


There were also mocking voices, even if most such criticism has been stamped out by the threat of heavy 
prison sentences. Where does Russia’s territory end, asked one man wryly on Twitter, using an expletive 
to write: “Where it hasn’t been beaten.” 


From a military standpoint, the withdrawal actually made sense, analysts said, assuming that it did not turn 
into a feint. The estimated 15,000 to 20,000 Russian soldiers holding Kherson and its environs were some 
of the best, most experienced troops that Russia still has after losing so many such units in the fighting 
earlier in the year around Kyiv and Kharkiv, said Edward Arnold, a former British Army infantry officer 
and the European Security Research Fellow at Royal United Services Institute in London. 


Although withdrawing troops across the Dnipro is a risky operation under fire, he said, a successful 
pullback means that “they are able to preserve some of their combat power, which is really necessary.” 


Russian troops are heavily dug in on the east bank of the river, and from there the front line stretches 
northeast for hundreds of miles. Behind that line lies the Donbas — the industrialized region of 
southeastern Ukraine that the two sides have fought over for eight years — plus the land bridge linking 
Russia to Crimea, as well as the canal that supplies water to the illegally annexed peninsula. 


Preserving all that terrain is far more important to Mr. Putin and his war aims than the city of Kherson 
itself, analysts noted. 


Some suggested that the move be taken at face value; that the eastern bank of the Dnipro River would be 
much easier to defend. If fighting becomes less intense over the winter, Russia could use the pause to 
consolidate its hold on that territory and to give new soldiers more training than the thousands of green 
draftees now being thrown onto the front lines to plug holes. 


Moscow could even propose a cease-fire and negotiations, though President Volodymyr Zelensky of 
Ukraine has flatly rejected anything of the kind as long as Russia still holds vast stretches of Ukrainian 
territory. U.S. officials have reportedly tried to nudge Kyiv in that direction, while publicly denying it; 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on Thursday that a winter lull would be an 
opportunity for peace talks. 


The problem now for Mr. Putin is that he sold Kherson as a major prize in the transition to Russian rule, 
suggesting that he was recreating Novorossiya, or New Russia, the lower half of Ukraine first taken by the 
Empress Catherine the Great. 


“This was Putin’s jewel in the crown of the war so far,” said Mr. Kupchan. “I have to say that his crown is 
conspicuously short on jewels.” 
Return to Top 


11/12 Ukraine signals no winter offensive letup 


e/ukraine-war-strategy-russia.html 
GIST As jubilant Ukrainian troops hoist their national flag over Kherson in the wake of a comprehensive 
Russian retreat, they give no sign of stopping their offensives for the winter, or allowing the war to settle 
into a stalemate. 


In the east, Ukrainian forces continue to grind forward and have repelled repeated Russian efforts to seize 
towns like Bakhmut and Pavlivka, reportedly killing hundreds of Russian soldiers. In the south, they are 
striking deep behind Russian lines, hitting Moscow’s troops before they can settle and build defenses on 
the eastern bank of the Dnipro River, across from Kherson. 


And there are growing hints from troops on the ground, and volunteers close to them, that the Ukrainians 
are preparing for a new land offensive between those two fronts, southward through the Zaporizhzhia 
region toward Melitopol, challenging Russia’s hold on the entire southern area that it seized in the 
invasion that began in February. 


“The logic of war is not to pause and somehow continue to move forward,” said Senior Lt. Andriy 
Mikheichenko, a commander of an anti-tank unit defending the embattled town of Bakhmut, in the eastern 
Donbas region. “I think there will be counterattacks in other directions, so that the enemy does not have 
time to transfer reserves and block strikes.” 


Many analysts and diplomats have talked about the war entering a period of stasis during the cold of 
winter, with both militaries needing to rebuild. Some leaders — most notably, Gen. Mark A. Milley, the 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Thursday — have suggested that a lull in fighting would be a 
good time for talks. 


But the government in Kyiv has been adamant that a stalemate would simply cement into place Russian 
gains, suggesting that, even if conditions force Ukraine to slow its offensives, it does not plan to stop 
them. There has been a chorus of conflicting predictions by military analysts and others, inside and outside 
Ukraine, about what to expect next, and Ukrainian soldiers often delight in the military command’s ability 
to obscure its intentions and keep everyone guessing. 


The drawing of a new front line at the southern reaches of the Dnipro, with the two sides controlling 
opposite banks, will essentially bring a halt on the Kherson front, military analysts said. The river’s 
immense width and further damage to the main Antonivksy bridge by departing Russian troops make it 
extremely difficult and risky for Ukrainian troops to try to pursue the retreating Russian forces across the 
water. 


There was evidence that Ukraine was continuing to strike deep behind Russian lines, with reports of rocket 
strikes on Russian forces regrouping in several locations along the eastern bank, and of strikes in recent 
days on the southern cities of Melitopol and Henichesk, near the Black Sea coast, more than 40 miles from 
the front. 


Ukrainian special forces and partisan forces will maintain a steady momentum of small-scale attacks 
behind Russian lines, said Justin Bronk, a senior research fellow in military sciences at the Royal United 
Services Institute, a defense analysis organization in London. 


One camp of commentators, made up of former Western military servicemen who follow the war closely 
and cite friends among those fighting, is already predicting that Ukraine will make further gains in the 
south, as Russian morale and organization unravel. 


“A good day, my friend. Now we move on to other maps and other battles!” a former member of the U.S. 
Navy SEALs, Chuck Pfarrer, tweeted on Friday as Ukrainian troops swept into Kherson. Speaking on 
Twitter Spaces this week with the Mriya Report, a popular pro-Ukraine organization, Mr. Pfarrer said he 
thought the city of Melitopol was the next target to watch and spoke confidently of Ukraine’s ability to 
press its advantage and recapture more territory in coming months. 


Other analysts were more cautious. Mr. Bronk said he expected both sides to take an operational pause 
because of the difficulty of muddy, wet and cold conditions, and because the fighting in Kherson had been 
extremely debilitating. 


He predicted that full-scale fighting would resume in the spring. Ukraine’s next targets, he said, would 
most likely be either in the direction of Melitopol in the south or in the east, continuing the offensive that 
routed Russian forces from the Kharkiv region, to recapture the town of Svatove in the Luhansk region, 
which has been the focus of fighting for the past month. 


But he doubted that Ukraine had the concentration of forces to mount a large-scale offensive action, 
which, according to military convention, usually demands that attackers far outnumber defenders. 


“T would be surprised if they have the ammunition, fuel and equipment to do it,” he said, adding, “There 
have been massive casualties on the Kherson front.” 


General Milley said on Thursday that Russia and Ukraine had each suffered more than 100,000 casualties 
— dead and wounded — in less than nine months of warfare. Neither side has published official casualty 
figures amid strict control of information. 


The commander of a volunteer battalion in the Zaporizhzhia region confirmed that Ukrainian casualties 
were high. He said he knew of one unit that was losing 20 men a day in eastern Ukraine, and he estimated 
that his country was still losing from 100 to 200 men a day overall, as it had been earlier in the year when 
President Zelensky first mentioned that rate. 


But soldiers on the front line do not foresee any let up. 


Bakhmut continues to be a drawn-out fight, according to soldiers headed back to the front. The 93rd 
Brigade, the unit that had defended the town since the summer, was given just over a week to rest and has 
since returned to the trenches. 


As it planned its withdrawal of troops from Kherson, the Russian command tried to secure a victory in the 
east, throwing newly mobilized soldiers into battles at Svatove, in northeastern Ukraine, and in the 
Donetsk region, in attempts to seize Bakhmut and the village of Pavlivka. 


The anti-tank unit commander in Bakhmut, Lieutenant Mikheichenko, said the fight for the city might be 
the next definitive battle. “Who survives this race will win,” he said. “It’s a game of attrition. Maybe there 
will be a turning point here, because they do not want to give in. Troops are being thrown in, and we are 
the same.” 


“If we break their backs here, only one strong group will remain — Zaporizhzhia,” he said of the Russians. 
“Tt stands separately, where the fighting is of medium intensity. Not like in Bakhmut but not like in the 
Kherson region, either. We know that there are quite a lot of them. And how this grouping will behave, 
and what we will do, is still unknown.” 


As winter approaches, both sides are also facing ammunition shortfalls. Russia has turned to North Korea 
and Iran for artillery shells and missiles. The Ukrainian military, according to a person familiar with 
Ukrainian officials’ demands, wants to increase the number of shells they fire each day — around 3,000 — 
by several thousand. 


Despite Russia’s setbacks on the battlefield, the Russian military continues to wage an effective missile 
and drone campaign against Ukraine’s infrastructure, according to U.S. defense officials and military 
analysts, exposing gaps in a heavily strained Ukrainian air defense network. 


One thing analysts agree on is that, whether or not there is a pause, the next stage will again be extremely 
brutal. 


“The war will not stop in the coming winter,” Mick Ryan, a recently retired Australian Army major 
general, wrote in an article for ABC of Australia. 


“But it will be fought at a different tempo,” he added. “And it provides political and military leaders an 
opportunity to plan for what is likely to be a brutal and bloody year ahead.” 


Return to Top 


11/11 Ukraine forces sweep into Kherson 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/11/world/europe/kherson-ukraine-russia.html 


GIST BLAHODATNE, Ukraine — Ukrainian soldiers swept into the southern city of Kherson on Friday, 
seizing a major symbolic and strategic prize from the retreating Russian army and dealing a bitter blow to 
President Vladimir V. Putin. 

Just weeks after Mr. Putin declared the Kherson region a part of Russia forever, his troops were forced to 
abandon its capital city, their third major retreat in the war. The setback further dented the once-formidable 
reputation of an army that has mismanaged logistics and sent unprepared and unmotivated soldiers into 
battle. 

Wary of mines and navigating around blown-up bridges, Ukrainian soldiers at first filtered secretly into 
the city and nearby villages, after Russian forces had withdrawn hours earlier across the Dnipro River. But 
by Friday afternoon soldiers were appearing openly on a central square, greeted by jubilant residents as 
liberators. 

Videos shared by Ukrainian government officials on social media showed scenes of civilians who had 
endured more than eight months of occupation cheering the arrival of Ukrainian troops. Other videos 
showed cars driving in the city center beeping horns as people on the sidewalks shouted “Glory to 


Ukraine!” 


“Today is a historic day,” the Ukrainian president, Volodymyr Zelensky, said in a message posted on the 
Telegram messaging app. “We are returning to Kherson. As of now, our defenders are on the approaches 
of the city. But special units are already in the city.” 


Hours earlier, the Kremlin had issued a statement saying that the withdrawal of its forces across the 
Dnipro River was complete. 


The sense of joy followed an intense period of hardship in the Kherson region. Proxy administrators 
installed by the Kremlin had made the area perhaps the leading example of the effort to assimilate 
Ukrainian civilians into Russian life and culture. They required Russian curriculum and language in 
schools, published Russian newspapers and plastered propaganda posters on walls and billboards. 


They also imposed curfews and warned that those who breached them could be shot. 


On Friday, a video posted on social media showed local people tearing down one billboard that said, 
“Russia is here forever!” 


Russian soldiers who remained in the city after the defense minister, Sergei K. Shoigu, announced a 
pullback on Wednesday withdrew by ferries across the Dnipro and over the Antonivsky Bridge, the major 


river crossing, overnight Thursday into Friday. They then apparently blew up the bridge to cover their 
retreat, according to residents and satellite images. 


By late Friday, it was unclear how many Russian troops remained on the western bank of the Dnipro, an 
area the two sides fought over in pitched artillery duels for months with Ukraine finally gaining the upper 
hand — in part by firing Western-provided precision rockets to destroy bridges Russia needed for supply 
lines. 


People still living in Kherson said in text messages and telephone calls that soldiers had been changing 
into civilian clothes and hiding in abandoned apartments in the chaotic, final days of the occupation. Most 
residents fled months ago. 


The apparent destruction of the Antonivsky Bridge left any Russians remaining in the city with only an ad 
hoc network of ferries and pontoon bridges across the river. Strategically, it would slow any attempt by 
Ukrainian forces to pursue enemy troops on the east side of the river. 


Though the arrival of Ukrainian troops portended relief for the beleaguered civilians who had remained, 
officials cautioned that the city was not out of danger. After previous setbacks, Russia has launched 
bombardments of cruise missiles and drones at Ukrainian cities, and military analysts warned that a 
Russian response was possible in coming days. 


The Ukrainian military said that it believed Russia was preparing to strike the city from new positions 
across the river, and the government advised residents who had left Kherson not to immediately return. 


The loss of Kherson would represent another embarrassing setback for Russia, following retreats from 
Kyiv, the capital, last spring, and from the Kharkiv region in the northeast in September. Kherson is the 
only provincial capital Russia had captured, and is a major link in Russia’s effort to control the southern 
coastline along the Black Sea. 


Recapturing Kherson would also bolster the Ukrainian government’s argument that it should press on 
militarily while it has Russian forces on the run, and not return to the bargaining table, as some American 
officials have advocated. 


Still, it was unclear how many soldiers had entered the city on Friday as Ukrainian reconnaissance scouts 
moved ahead of the main force. On highways to the west, troops were parked on roadsides, apparently 
awaiting orders to move forward. 


The prospect of Kherson being liberated jolted Ukraine and the Ukrainian diaspora with a wave of 
excitement, pride and pure joy unlike anything else since the war began. Crowds flooded into the streets of 
Kyiv; they danced around a glowing bonfire in Kherson; and people popped champagne in Lviv and other 
Ukrainian cities. 


In Poland and Germany, places where Ukrainians driven away by the war have started lives in exile, 
friends gathered, hugged, sang national songs and poured generous drinks. 


“Today is a miracle,” said Olena Yuresko, a bartender in Mykolaiv, a city to the west of Kherson that had 
been a staging area for Ukrainian troops. “I’ve been checking the news all day on my phone, scrolling, 
scrolling, scrolling — and crying.” 


To celebrate the Russian setback on Friday, the Ukrainian postal service issued a new stamp featuring the 
prize product of the agricultural heartland in the region around Kherson city: the watermelon. 


“Kherson is Ukraine!” the words on the stamp proclaimed. All government agencies changed their official 
logos to include images of watermelons. 


Everywhere Ukrainian soldiers were seen, residents said in telephone interviews, the soldiers were 
mobbed by crowds wanting to touch them, kiss them, shake their hands. 


“Tt is still difficult to believe this,” said Yuriy Antoshchuk, a resident of Kherson who recently fled the 
city. “From the inside, I am bursting with pride for all the people of Kherson who have endured this.”’ 
That was only matched, he said, by “immense, boundless gratitude to the Armed Forces, to whom I 
mentally bow.” 


Only about 30,000 to 60,000 people, based on rough estimates by Ukrainian activists, were left in Kherson 
city from a prewar population of more than 250,000, and many remained defiant in the face of Russian 
attempts to turn the region into part of Russia. 


Moscow staged a sham referendum in early September, when some residents were forced at gunpoint to 
vote. Last month, Mr. Putin signed papers claiming to annex the territory. 


Even as its soldiers fled, the Kremlin said that it still considered Kherson to be a part of Russia. “This is a 
Russian region,” Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin’s spokesman, told reporters on Friday. “It has been legally 
fixed and defined. There can be no changes here.” 


Though the Kremlin had presented the withdrawal as an organized retreat intended to save the lives of 
soldiers cut off from resupply, in villages west of the city there were signs of a hasty pullback and faltering 
efforts to slow the Ukrainian advance. 


Ukrainian soldiers explored one abandoned Russian base, in a warehouse in the village of Blahodatne, 
poking through heaps of clothes, books and canned goods. Russian military uniforms were crumpled in a 
heap on the floor of a sleeping area. The beds had been left rumpled. Clothes dried on a clothesline. 


Nearby, a warehouse was packed with green wooden boxes holding hundreds of rounds of abandoned 
Russian mortar ammunition. Some shells had been laid out on the warehouse floor, the detonators already 
screwed into the explosives, prepared to be fired quickly. 


“They left in a hurry,” said Serhiy, a private who asked that only his first name be made public, according 
to Ukrainian military protocol. “They were preparing to shoot us with this ammunition, but they didn’t 
have time.” 


And remnants of the long battle for the city were seen on the M14 highway leading toward Kherson 
through villages reclaimed by Ukraine on Wednesday. Along the highway, birch trees had been felled by 
artillery, telephone cables slumped onto the road and the metal guardrails were twisted and perforated with 
shrapnel. 


Locals described a sense of slumping morale among the Russians stationed in their village, going back 
months. Maria Akimona, 73, a retired milkmaid, recalled that over the summer, a Russian soldier had told 
her that he had a 1-year-old son and that he had said, “I won’t see him taking his first steps.” 


She added, “I asked him what he was doing here, and he said he didn’t understand.” 


The campaign to drive the Russians out of Kherson played out over months, but by Friday afternoon, it 
become clear the Russians were gone, at least as an organized fighting force. 


11/11 Cruise ship in Sydney: 800 Covid cases 


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-63605824 


GIST A holiday cruise ship carrying about 800 passengers with Covid-19 has docked in Sydney, Australia. 


The Majestic Princess cruise ship arrived at Circular Quay, having sailed from New Zealand. 


About 4,600 passengers and crew were aboard the ship when it docked - meaning around one in five had 
Covid. 


The outbreak is reminiscent of the Ruby Princess cruise ship Covid outbreak of early 2020, where at least 
900 people tested positive and 28 died. 


Marguerite Fitzgerald, the president of cruise operator Carnival Australia, said a large number of cases 
started to be detected about halfway through the 12-day voyage. 


All cases were either asymptomatic or mildly symptomatic, she said. 


Staff would be assisting all guests who have tested positive "with accessing private transport and 
accommodation to complete their isolation period", she said. The ship will soon depart for Melbourne. 


Asked about comparisons between the Majestic Princess and the Ruby Princess - which also belongs to the 
same operator - Ms Fitzgerald said: "Since then, we as a community have learnt a lot, a lot more about 
Covid." 


The outbreak comes as Covid cases rise across Australia. 


In New South Wales, 19,800 new cases were detected in the seven days to Friday. 


HEADLINE | 11/11 OPA: ex-SPD commander slept on the job 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/former-spd-commander-accused-regularly-napping-office- 
job/KZUIUFNBHSDK3KWDWSSQ/7CY5AY/ 

A former Seattle Police Department commander is accused of regularly napping in his office on the job, 
according to documents from the Seattle Office of Police Accountability. 


According to OPA’s investigation, an anonymous complaint alleged that the commander had been 
sleeping in his office over a period of four months. The complaint also alleged that the man had brought in 
window-darkening blinds, a sleeping cot and a mattress to the office. 


OPA conducted a visit to the man’s office, and photographs confirmed that he had brought in the blinds, 
sleeping cot and mattress. 


According to OPA, the original complaint stated that “the men and women of the Seattle Police 
Department are risking their lives everyday answering calls for service during the worst staffing crisis this 
city and department has ever seen, and this commander is taking naps while this happens. The men and 
women of this department and the citizens of Seattle deserve better.” 


OPA agreed with the complainant, stating, “(the employee) was projecting a visible image to his fellow 
officers and those he was meant to lead that he was sleeping in his office on a regular basis. Such behavior 
in this context is unprofessional and undermines trust both within the Department and in the public eye.” 


The employee retired in February before he could be discipled by the department, OPA said. OPA then 
requested that he voluntarily participate in an interview, which he denied. 


[Baumiotoo | 
11/11 Ingraham students organizing walkout 


SOURCE 


https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/ingraham-high-school-students-organizing-citywide- 
walkout/VN7PVH5F75ES3PDOUJ3GU3G2TM/ 


GIST 


(SEATTLE) — Responding to the deadly shooting at Ingraham High School, students across Seattle are 
planning to walk out of classes Monday. 


Ingraham students Nevaeh Davis and Tenie Friberg say the walkout is to raise gun violence awareness and 
to encourage greater transparency from Seattle Public Schools. 


Davis says the school district should have communicated with parents sooner. 


“The school district didn’t send out anything until about 11 (a.m.), which is about the time that they found 
the suspect,” said Davis. “I feel like Seattle Public Schools in general isn’t taking this as seriously as it 
should.” 


Tenie Friburg agrees. That lack of communication is part of why she’s decided to rally Monday outside 
City Hall. 


“Obviously, there’s a lot going around about our school and what has happened, but there’s also a lot of 
miscommunication about what actually went on,” said Friburg. 


Davis believes SPS could have invested taxpayer dollars into enhancing security at Ingraham High School 
instead of improving on-campus sports facilities. 


“Metal detectors, more security in general,” said Davis. “If I have to go to school an hour earlier just to get 
my backpack checked, just to make sure everyone doesn’t have any weapons, I would be perfectly fine to 
do that.” 


11/11 Housing program for thousands homeless 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/seattle/seattle-homeless-housing-program-zillow/281-aaaa7af2-4f0c- 
486c-a70c-0babafa60a2f 

SEATTLE — A partnership that combines Zillow-powered technology and the work of Housing Connector, a 
non-profit organization, has helped find homes for more than 3,700 people experiencing homelessness, 
according to Zillow. The program that launched in Seattle in 2019 continues to expand. 


Charlie Spencer of Redmond is one of the people who has received help. 


"Even the word homeless didn't fit well with me because I didn't ever think I'd ever be homeless. But I was 
homeless. And I was sleeping in my car. And I was sad and depressed, crying every day,” said Spencer. 


That was nearly five years ago. To this day, the words are still hard to say for Charlie Spencer, someone 
who had achieved so much success early on as a Harlem Globetrotter. 


"I played probably about a year and a half or so, two years with the Globetrotters,” Spencer said. 


On the court they called him Magic Charlie, and back then he was front and center, entertaining crowds. 
He also worked as a motivational speaker. 


"I would go to high schools and middle schools and halftime NBA games and perform. It was a great time 
in my life,” said Spencer. "It was difficult when you were traveling around the country in good health and 
all of sudden you fall out, you hurt your knee and you have issues." 


Spencer’s knee injury led to surgeries. The problems piled up and he says his money ran out. He found 
himself in Bellevue, living out of his car. 


"I would drive my car and I'd find different places where I can sleep. And I parked my car and I'd sleep 
there. And it was cold and rainy and miserable,” said Spencer. 


That is where Keith Sellers stepped in to offer assistance. 


"Charlie was someone that was broken and really was sort of closed, didn't really want to talk about his 
story,” Sellers explained. 


Sellers who works with Shkelqim Kelmendi at Housing Connector, had a way to help, thanks to the 
nonprofit’s partnership with Zillow. 


"We were asked to build an affordable housing search tool that the organization could operate their 
program on,” said Samantha Holcomb, a Senior Manager with Zillow. 


The site connects people with affordable housing. 

“We provide all landlords or property partners with guaranteed rent, with damage mitigation, and two 
years of support so that when somebody moves in, they know that they have the resources and the backing 
to make sure folks stay stably housed,” said Kelmendi. 

For Spencer, it meant he could move into an apartment at Capella at Estera Park in Redmond. 

“Tt really saved my life... because I was at a place where I was thinking ‘is this all there is?”’ he said. 


Today Spencer sees a future that's much brighter. 


Housing Connector, which began in Seattle, has since expanded to Tacoma and the Denver area. 
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11/14 Russia software in US Army, CDC apps 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.reuters.com/technology/exclusive-russian-software-disquised-american-finds-its-way-into-us- 


LONDON/WASHINGTON, Nov 14 (Reuters) - Thousands of smartphone applications in 

Apple (AAPL.O) and Google's (GOOGL.O) online stores contain computer code developed by a 
technology company, Pushwoosh, that presents itself as based in the United States, but is actually Russian, 
Reuters has found. 


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the United States' main agency for fighting major 
health threats, said it had been deceived into believing Pushwoosh was based in the U.S. capital. After 
learning about its Russian roots from Reuters, it removed Pushwoosh software from seven public-facing 
apps, citing security concerns. 


The U.S. Army said it had removed an app containing Pushwoosh code in March because of the same 
concerns. That app was used by soldiers at one of the country's main combat training bases. 


According to company documents publicly filed in Russia and reviewed by Reuters, Pushwoosh is 
headquartered in the Siberian town of Novosibirsk, where it is registered as a software company that also 
carries out data processing. It employs around 40 people and reported revenue of 143,270,000 rubles ($2.4 
mln) last year. Pushwoosh is registered with the Russian government to pay taxes in Russia. 


On social media and in U.S. regulatory filings, however, it presents itself as a U.S. company, based at 
various times in California, Maryland and Washington, D.C., Reuters found. 


Pushwoosh provides code and data processing support for software developers, enabling them to profile 
the online activity of smartphone app users and send tailor-made push notifications from Pushwoosh 
servers. 


On its website, Pushwoosh says it does not collect sensitive information, and Reuters found no evidence 
Pushwoosh mishandled user data. Russian authorities, however, have compelled local companies to hand 
over user data to domestic security agencies. 


Pushwoosh's founder, Max Konev, told Reuters in a September email that the company had not tried to 
mask its Russian origins. "J am proud to be Russian and I would never hide this." 


He said the company "has no connection with the Russian government of any kind" and stores its data in 
the United States and Germany. 


Cybersecurity experts said storing data overseas would not prevent Russian intelligence agencies from 
compelling a Russian firm to cede access to that data, however. 


Russia, whose ties with the West have deteriorated since its takeover of the Crimean Peninsula in 2014 
and its invasion of Ukraine this year, is a global leader in hacking and cyber-espionage, spying on foreign 
governments and industries to seek competitive advantage, according to Western officials. 


HUGE DATABASE 

Pushwoosh code was installed in the apps of a wide array of international companies, influential non- 
profits and government agencies from global consumer goods company Unilever Plc (ULVR.L) and the 
Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) to the politically powerful U.S. gun lobby, the National 
Rifle Association (NRA), and Britain's Labour Party. 


Pushwoosh's business with U.S. government agencies and private companies could violate contracting and 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) laws or trigger sanctions, 10 legal experts told Reuters. The FBI, 
U.S. Treasury and the FTC declined to comment. 


Jessica Rich, former director of the FTC's Bureau of Consumer Protection, said "this type of case falls 
right within the authority of the FTC," which cracks down on unfair or deceptive practices affecting U.S. 
consumers. 


Washington could choose to impose sanctions on Pushwoosh and has broad authority to do so, sanctions 
experts said, including possibly through a 2021 executive order that gives the United States the ability to 
target Russia's technology sector over malicious cyber activity. 


Pushwoosh code has been embedded into almost 8,000 apps in the Google and Apple app stores, 
according to Appfigures, an app intelligence website. Pushwoosh's website says it has more than 2.3 
billion devices listed in its database. 


"Pushwoosh collects user data including precise geolocation, on sensitive and governmental apps, which 
could allow for invasive tracking at scale," said Jerome Dangu, co-founder of Confiant, a firm that tracks 
misuse of data collected in online advertising supply chains. 


"We haven't found any clear sign of deceptive or malicious intent in Pushwoosh's activity, which certainly 
doesn't diminish the risk of having app data leaking to Russia," he added. 


Google said privacy was a "huge focus" for the company but did not respond to requests for comment 
about Pushwoosh. Apple said it takes user trust and safety seriously but similarly declined to answer 
questions. 


Keir Giles, a Russia expert at London think tank Chatham House, said despite international sanctions on 
Russia, a "substantial number" of Russian companies were still trading abroad and collecting people's 
personal data. 


Given Russia's domestic security laws, "it shouldn't be a surprise that with or without direct links to 
Russian state espionage campaigns, firms that handle data will be keen to play down their Russian roots," 
he said. 


‘SECURITY ISSUES' 
After Reuters raised Pushwoosh's Russian links with the CDC, the health agency removed the code from 
its apps because "the company presents a potential security concern," spokesperson Kristen Nordlund said. 


"CDC believed Pushwoosh was a company based in the Washington, D.C. area," Nordlund said in a 
statement. The belief was based on "representations" made by the company, she said, without elaborating. 


The CDC apps that contained Pushwoosh code included the agency's main app and others set up to share 
information on a wide range of health concerns. One was for doctors treating sexually transmitted 
diseases. While the CDC also used the company's notifications for health matters such as COVID, the 
agency said it "did not share user data with Pushwoosh." 


The Army told Reuters it removed an app containing Pushwoosh in March, citing "security issues." It did 
not say how widely the app, which was an information portal for use at its National Training Center (NTC) 
in California, had been used by troops. 


The NTC is a major battle training center in the Mojave Desert for pre-deployment soldiers, meaning a 
data breach there could reveal upcoming overseas troop movements. 


U.S. Army spokesperson Bryce Dubee said the Army had suffered no "operational loss of data," adding 
that the app did not connect to the Army network. 


Some large companies and organizations including UEFA and Unilever said third parties set up the apps 
for them, or they thought they were hiring a U.S. company. 


"We don't have a direct relationship with Pushwoosh," Unilever said in a statement, adding that 
Pushwoosh was removed from one of its apps "some time ago." 


UEFA said its contract with Pushwoosh was "with a U.S. company." UEFA declined to say if it knew of 
Pushwoosh's Russian ties but said it was reviewing its relationship with the company after being contacted 
by Reuters. 


The NRA said its contract with the company ended last year, and it was "not aware of any issues." 
Britain's Labour Party did not respond to requests for comment. 


"The data Pushwoosh collects is similar to data that could be collected by Facebook, Google or Amazon, 
but the difference is that all the Pushwoosh data in the U.S. is sent to servers controlled by a company 
(Pushwoosh) in Russia," said Zach Edwards, a security researcher, who first spotted the prevalence of 
Pushwoosh code while working for Internet Safety Labs, a nonprofit organization. 


Roskomnadzor, Russia's state communications regulator, did not respond to a request from Reuters for 
comment. 


FAKE ADDRESS, FAKE PROFILES 
In U.S. regulatory filings and on social media, Pushwoosh never mentions its Russian links. The company 
lists "Washington, D.C." as its location on Twitter and claims its office address as a house in the suburb of 


Kensington, Maryland, according to its latest U.S. corporation filings submitted to Delaware's secretary of 
state. It also lists the Maryland address on its Facebook and LinkedIn profiles. 


The Kensington house is the home of a Russian friend of Konev's who spoke to a Reuters journalist on 
condition of anonymity. He said he had nothing to do with Pushwoosh and had only agreed to allow 
Konev to use his address to receive mail. 


Konev said Pushwoosh had begun using the Maryland address to "receive business correspondence" 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 


He said he now operates Pushwoosh from Thailand but provided no evidence that it is registered there. 
Reuters could not find a company by that name in the Thai company registry. 


Pushwoosh never mentioned it was Russian-based in eight annual filings in the U.S. state of Delaware, 
where it is registered, an omission which could violate state law. 


Instead, Pushwoosh listed an address in Union City, California as its principal place of business from 2014 
to 2016. That address does not exist, according to Union City officials. 


Pushwoosh used LinkedIn accounts purportedly belonging to two Washington, D.C.-based executives 
named Mary Brown and Noah O'Shea to solicit sales. But neither Brown nor O'Shea are real people, 
Reuters found. 


The one belonging to Brown was actually of an Austria-based dance teacher, taken by a photographer in 
Moscow, who told Reuters she had no idea how it ended up on the site. 


Konev acknowledged the accounts were not genuine. He said Pushwoosh hired a marketing agency in 
2018 to create them in an attempt to use social media to sell Pushwoosh, not to mask the company's 
Russian origins. 


LinkedIn said it had removed the accounts after being alerted by Reuters. 


[Bumiotoo | 
11/14 New KmsdBot malware hijacking systems 


ps://thehackernews.com/2022/11/new-kmsdbot-malware-hijacking 
GIST A newly discovered evasive malware leverages the Secure Shell (SSH) cryptographic protocol to gain 
entry into targeted systems with the goal of mining cryptocurrency and carrying out distributed denial-of- 
service (DDoS) attacks. 


Dubbed KmsdBot by the Akamai Security Intelligence Response Team (SIRT), the Golang-based malware 
has been found targeting a variety of companies ranging from gaming to luxury car brands to security 
firms. 


"The botnet infects systems via an SSH connection that uses weak login credentials," Akamai researcher 
Larry W. Cashdollar said. "The malware does not stay persistent on the infected system as a way of 
evading detection." 


The malware gets its name from an executable named "kmsd.exe" that's downloaded from a remote server 
following a successful compromise. It's also designed to support multiple architectures, such as Winx86, 
Arm64, mips64, and x86_64. 


KmsdBot comes with capabilities to perform scanning operations and propagate itself by downloading a 
list of username and password combinations. It's also equipped to control the mining process and update 
the malware. 


Akamai said the first observed target of the malware was a gaming company named FiveM, a multiplayer 
mod for Grand Theft Auto V that allows players to access custom role-playing servers. 


The DDoS attacks observed by the web infrastructure company include Layer 4 and Layer 7 attacks, 
wherein a flood of TCP, UDP, or HTTP GET requests are sent to overwhelm a target server's resources 
and hamper its ability to process and respond. 


"This botnet is a great example of the complexity of security and how much it evolves," Cashdollar said. 
"What seems to have started as a bot for a game app has pivoted into attacking large luxury brands." 


The findings come as vulnerable software is being increasingly used to deploy cryptocurrency miners, 
jumping from 12% in Q1 2022 to 17% in Q3, according to telemetry data from Kaspersky. Nearly half of 
the analyzed samples of malicious mining software (48%) secretly mine Monero (XMR). 


"Interestingly, the most targeted country in Q3 2022 was Ethiopia (2.38%), where it is illegal to use and 
mine cryptocurrencies," the Russian cybersecurity company said. "Kazakhstan (2.13%) and Uzbekistan 
(2.01%) follow in second and third place." 


Return to Top 


HEADLINE | 11/13 Ukraine: Russians new Somnia ransomware 


SOURCE | https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/ukraine-says-russian-hacktivists-use-new-somnia- 
ransomware/ 

GIST Russian hacktivists have infected multiple organizations in Ukraine with a new ransomware strain called 
‘Somnia,’ encrypting their systems and causing operational problems. 


The Computer Emergency Response Team of Ukraine (CERT-UA) has confirmed the outbreak via an 
announcement on its portal, attributing the attacks to 'From Russia with Love' (FRWL), also known as 'Z- 
Team,’ whom they track as UAC-0118. 


The group previously disclosed creating the Somnia ransomware on Telegram and even posted evidence 
of attacks against tank producers in Ukraine. 


However, until today, Ukraine has not confirmed any successful encryption attacks by the hacking group. 
FRwL attack details 
According to CERT-UA, the hacking group uses fake sites that mimic the 'Advanced IP Scanner’ software 


to trick Ukrainian organization employees into downloading an installer. 


In reality, the installer infects the system with the Vidar stealer, which steals the victim's Telegram session 
data to take control of their account. 


Next, CERT-UA says that the threat actors abused the victim's Telegram account in some unspecified 
manner to steal VPN connection data (authentication and certificates). 


If the VPN account isn't protected by two-factor authentication, the hackers use it to gain unauthorized 
access to the victim's employer's corporate network. 


Next, the intruders deploy a Cobalt Strike beacon, exfiltrate data, and use Netscan, Rclone, Anydesk, and 
Nerok, to perform various surveillance and remote access activities. 


CERT-UA reports that since the spring of 2022, with the help of initial access brokers, FRwL has carried 
out several attacks on computers belonging to Ukrainian organizations. 


The agency also notes that the latest samples of the Somnia ransomware strain used in these attacks rely 
on the AES algorithm, whereas Somnia initially used the symmetric 3DES. 


The ransomware will append the .somnia extension to the encrypted file's names when encrypting files. 
Somnia does not request the victims to pay a ransom in exchange for a working decryptor, as its operators 
are more interested in disrupting the target's operations than generating revenue. 


Therefore, this malware should be considered a data wiper rather than a traditional ransomware attack. 
Return to Top 


11/14 Turkey suspends social media platforms 


SOURCE 
after-blast/ 

GIST Following yesterday's deadly blast on Istiklal Avenue in Istanbul, Turkish authorities began restricting 
access to social media platforms including Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Telegram as a 
nationwide broadcast ban went into effect. 


Turkish ISPs throttle social media after blast 
Reports of a bomb blast taking place on Istanbul's busy Istiklal street began circulating on Sunday, 
November 13th on social media platforms. 


The explosion, which has now been deemed a terrorist attack, purportedly occurred at around 4:20 PM 


local time near Taksim Square and left at least 8 dead and 81 injured. 


Following the tragic incident that sent chills down everyone's spines, Turkish residents were met with 
another unexpected happening—a broadcast ban from Turkey's Radio and Television Supreme Council 
(RTUK) that discouraged dissemination of information related to the attack. 


Turkish Internet Service Providers (ISPs) began throttling access to social media platforms Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Telegram... 


Sources based in Turkey shared with BleepingComputer that they were unable to access social media apps 
restricting flow of updates and information concerning the incident. No significant disruption was reported 
by WhatsApp users, however. 


After analyzing network traffic, internet watchdog NetBlocks confirmed that a widespread social media 
restriction was in effect across the nation, although access is being restored as of this morning. 


"Real-time NetBlocks metrics show that social media and communications platforms Twitter, Instagram, 
Facebook, YouTube, and some Telegram servers were restricted from Sunday afternoon," 
stated NetBlocks. 


"The measure was initially implemented on leading network operator Turk Telekom, and subsequently 
extended to cover most major internet providers. Metrics are taken from an initial set of 50 vantage points 
across the country and corroborate user reports of service unavailability." 


Social media law sparks fears of censorship 
Last month, Turkey's "disinformation" law proposed by President Erdogan's ruling AK Party went into 
effect. 


The law, which has been sharply criticized, penalizes social media users and journalists for spreading 
"fake news." Anyone found guilty of spreading false information to "create fear and disturb public order" 
in Turkey faces up to three years in prison. 


"With this new law...the goal is to control social media because conventional media is already under 
Erdogan's control," exiled Turkish journalist Sevgi Akarcesme had told CNBC in October. 


Whereas, Ozgur Ogret, a Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) representative said the law 
impacts anybody with "the ability to speak, or read and write," and can lead to self-censorship. 


11/14 Australia plans cyber counter-offensive 


ps://www.theregister.com/2022/11/14/australia_offensive_ops_against_ransomware/?&web_view=true 
Australia's government has declared the nation is planning to go on the offensive against international 
cyber crooks following recent high-profile attacks on local health insurer Medibank and telco Optus. 


GIST 


The aggressive posture was expressed in the announcement of a "Joint standing operation" that will see the 
Australian Federal Police and the Australian Signals Directorate (Australia's GCHQ/NSA analog) run a 
team with a mission "to investigate, target and disrupt cyber-criminal syndicates with a priority on 
ransomware threat groups." 


Minister for Home Affairs and Cyber Security Clare O'Neil said the operation will "scour the world, hunt 
down the criminal syndicates and gangs who are targeting Australia in cyber-attacks, and disrupt their 
efforts." 


"This is Australia standing up and punching back," she said during an interview on local political talking 
he 

ads program Insiders. "We are not going to sit back while our citizens are treated like this and allow there 
to be no consequences for that." 


O'Neill said the operation will "for the first time [be] offensively attacking these people." 


"This is not a model of policing, where we wait for a crime to be committed and then try to understand 
who it is and do something to the people who are responsible. We are offensively going to find these 
people hunt them down and debilitate them before they can attack our country." 


The minister wouldn't say exactly what the standing operation will achieve. 


"I think we need to shift away from the sense that the only good outcome here is someone behind bars. 
Because that can be hard when we've got people who are essentially being harbored by foreign 
governments, and allowed to continue this type of activity,” she explained during the Insiders interview. 
"But what we can do is two important things. The first thing is hunt these people down and disrupt their 
operations. 


"It weakens these groups if governments like ours collaborate with the FBI and other police forces and 
intelligence agencies around the world. The second important thing that we need to do is stand up and say 
that Australia is not going to be a soft target to this sort of thing. And if people come after our citizens, we 
are going to go after them." 


O'Neill also flagged government action to improve security across the nation. 


"It's got to be a partnership between business government and Australian citizens," she said. "What we 
need to do, and what I need to do in my job, is drive a whole of nation effort where we see all of these 
groups in the community lift up their defences together." 


At the time of writing, the defences remained breached: the attackers that hacked Medibank today released 
more data describing treatments undergone by the insurer's members. The miscreants said they'll stop 
releasing further data until Friday in the hope Medibank responds to their demands for payments. 


Medibank has said it will not make any payment to the attackers — a stance that has Australian government 
support. 


11/12 Canada supermarket chain suffers attack 


GIST 


ityaffairs.co/wordpress/138424/cyber-crime/sobeys-ransomware-attack.html?web_view=true 
Sobeys, the second-largest supermarket chain in Canada, was he victim of a ransomware attack conducted 
by the Black Basta gang. 


Sobeys Inc. is the second largest supermarket chain in Canada, the company operates over 1,500 stores 
operating across Canada under a variety of banners. It is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Empire Company 
Limited, a Canadian business conglomerate. During the last week, grocery stores and pharmacies belonging 
to the company have experienced IT issues. 


“The Company’s grocery stores remain open to serve customers and are not experiencing significant 
disruptions at this time. However, some in-store services are functioning intermittently or with a delay. In 
addition, certain of the Company’s pharmacies are experiencing technical difficulties in fulfilling 
prescriptions.” reads a statement published by Empire. 


Sobeys also published a notice to inform customers of the IT problems that it is suffering. 

“Our stores are currently experiencing systems issues that are affecting some of the services offered. All 
our stores remain open to serve you and are not experiencing significant disruptions at this time. While 
some in-store services are functioning intermittently or with a delay, we are pleased to note that our 


pharmacy network is now able to operate fully.” reads the notice. 


According to the media, who shared the experience of customers and employees, it is still possible to shop 
at the stores, but it was not possible to process gift cards and refill prescriptions. 


Payment systems were not impacted because they were likely hosted on a separate infrastructure. 


At this time the company has yet to confirm a data breach, but local media reported that two provincial 
privacy watchdogs had received data breach reports from Sobeys. 


“Both Quebec’s access to information commission and Alberta’s privacy commission have both been 
notified by the grocer about a “confidentiality incident.”’” reported the website Toronto Star. 


Bleeping Computer first reported that the systems of the company were infected with the Black Basta, the 
attribution of the attack is based on ransom notes and negotiation chats Bleeping Computer has observed. 


At this time is is not clear the extent of the attack, in case a data breach will be confirmed it is essential to 
determine the exposed information and quickly alert the impacted individuals. 


Last week, security researchers at Sentinel Labs shared details about Black Basta‘s TTPs and assess it is 
highly likely the ransomware operation has ties with FIN7. 


The experts analyzed tools used by the ransomware gang in attacks, some of them are custom tools, 
including EDR evasion tools. SentinelLabs believes the developer of these EDR evasion tools is, or was, a 
developer for FIN7 gang. 


Further evidence linking the two includes IP addresses and specific TTPs (tactics, techniques, and 
procedures) used by FIN7 in early 2022 and seen months later in actual Black Basta attacks. 


Black Basta has been active since April 2022, like other ransomware operations, it implements a double- 
extortion attack model. 


On the other end, FIN7 is a Russian financially motivated group that has been active since at least 2015. It 
focused on deploying POS malware and launching targeted spear-phishing attacks against organizations 
worldwide. 


The Sentinel Labs’s analysis revealed that Black Basta ransomware operators develop and maintain their 
own toolkit, they documented only collaboration with a limited and trusted set of affiliates. 


Ee 
HEADLINE | 11/14 Unwanted emails creeping into inboxes 


; A ity.com/2022/11/14/email-security-threats/?web_view=true 
GIST A research from Hornetsecurity has revealed that 40.5% of work emails are unwanted. The Cyber Security 
Report 2023, which analysed more than 25 billion work emails, also reveals significant changes to the 
nature of cyberattacks in 2022 — indicating the constant, growing threats to email security, and need for 
caution in digital workplace communications. 


Phishing remains the most common style of email attack, representing 39.6% of detected threats. Threat 
actors used the following file types sent via email to deliver payloads: Archive files (Zip, 7z, etc.) sent via 
email make up 28% of threats, down slightly from last year’s 33.6%, with HTML files increasing from 
15.3% to 21%, and DOC(X) from 4.8% to 12.7%. 


“This year’s cyber security report shows the steady creep of threats into inboxes around the world. The 
rise in unwanted emails, now found to be nearly 41%, is putting email users and businesses at significant 
risk,” said Hornetsecurity CEO, Daniel Hofmann. 


“Our analysis identified both the enduring risk and changing landscape of ransomware attacks — 
highlighting the need for businesses and their employees to be more vigilant than ever.” 


False security of Microsoft Teams 

New cybersecurity trends and techniques for organizations to watch out for were also tracked. Since 
Microsoft disabled macros settings in Office 365, there has been a significant increase in HTML 
smuggling attacks using embedded LNK or ZIP files to deliver malware. 


Microsoft 365 makes it easy to share documents, and end users often overlook the ramifications of how 
files are shared, as well as the security implications. Hornetsecurity found 25% of respondents were either 
unsure or assumed that Microsoft365 was immune to ransomware threats. 


“For these attackers, every industry is a target. Companies must therefore ensure comprehensive security 
awareness training while implementing next-gen preventative measures to ward off threats,” Hofmann 
said. 


“Ongoing training should be in place to prevent fraudsters from manipulating the trust people have in 
Microsoft and other office systems, and to counteract the psychological tricks applied by attackers. As 
usage of cloud services continues to grow and more users turn to MS Teams to share business information, 
it’s also critical to ensure all data shared via this platform is backed up.” 


Shifting targets: Brand impersonations 

Cyber threats go beyond email and business communication platforms, however. Brand 

impersonation attacks continue to rise, even on corporate social media, with LinkedIn growing to 22.4% of 
detected global brand impersonation threats, an increase of 3.5% compared with last year. 


Cybercriminals use platforms like LinkedIn to determine job information and use this to gain access to 
company resources through social engineering. Organizations and their employees must always exercise 
caution when receiving work emails — both those that are unwanted, and those that may be from malicious 
impersonators. 


Reunion | 
11/13 LockBit gang leaks French tech firm data 


https://securityaffairs.co/wordpress/138471/data-breach/lockbit-leaked-thales-files.html?web_view=true 


GIST The Lockbit 3.0 ransomware gang started leaking the information allegedly stolen from the global high- 
tech company Thales. 


Thales is a global high-tech leader with more than 81,000 employees worldwide. The Group invests in 
digital and deep tech innovations — big data, artificial intelligence, connectivity, cybersecurity and 
quantum — to build a future of trust, essential to the development of our societies, by placing people at the 
heart of decision-making. 


Early this month, the French defence and technology group confirmed to be aware that the ransomware 
group LockBit 3.0 claimed to have stolen some of its data. 


Thales was added to the list of victims of the Lockbit 3.0 group on October 31, the gang threatened to 
publish stolen data by November 7, 2022, if the company would have not paid the ransom by the deadline. 


The deadline was reached and the ransomware gang maintained its promise and carried out its threats. 


On Friday, the group started publishing confidential data stolen from the company. Thales downplayed the 
incident and explained that the security breach will have no impact on its activities. 


This is the second time this year that the Thales was the victim of a cyber attack orchestrated by the 
Lockbit gang. 


The first attack took place in January and at the time the company also refused to pay the ransom. At the 
time, the gang leaked hundreds of Zip archives, the most recent dated January 1, 2022. The leaked files 
included internal code. 


“These 1,320 files were no longer available for download on Tuesday morning. ” reported the French 
newspaper Le Parisien. “Contacted by Le Parisien, the Thales group acknowledged the exfiltration of 
data and specified that “most of the stolen files which appear to have been copied from a code repository 
server (“code repository’’), hosting data with a low level of sensitivity and which is external to the group’s 
main information systems.”” 


11/11 Ukraine cyber cops bust $200M fraud ring 


: i i ine. ini ps-bust-fraud-ring/ 
GIST Ukrainian police have played their part in a pan-European operation, resulting in the disruption of a major 
online fraud gang responsible for an estimated $200m in losses. 


The country’s Cyber Police Department, its Main Investigative Department of the National Police, the 
Office of the Prosecutor General and representatives of Europol were involved in the operation. 


It resulted in the arrest of five suspected members, all Ukrainian nationals, and the seizure of 500 mobile 
devices and pieces of computer equipment. 


Their homes were searched alongside the group’s call centers in Kyiv and Ivano-Frankivsk. At the same 
time, police in other parts of Europe swooped on other suspected members’ homes in Albania, Finland, 
Georgia, Germany, Latvia and Spain. 


The fraudsters would lure investors into putting their money into cryptocurrency or trading in stocks, 
bonds, futures and options. Although they were told by the scammers that their investments were growing 
at a healthy rate, the victims were never able to cash out, according to the Ukrainian Cyber Police. 


To perpetuate its scams, the group operated call centers around Europe including three in Ukraine, staffed 
by an estimated 2000 people. The five arrested are said to have been managers at the call centers. 


Investment fraud is one of the biggest earners for cyber-criminals. Although only 20,500 cases were 
reported to the FBI last year, these led to nearly $1.5bn in losses for the victims. 


The raid by Ukrainian police follows a June operation in which nine alleged members of a prolific 
phishing gang were arrested on suspicion of making 100 million hryvnias ($3.4m) by luring locals with the 
promise of EU financial support. 


Those arrested after this two-year operation will be tried under Part 3 of Article 190 of the Criminal Code 
of Ukraine, which means they face a possible eight years behind bars. 


11/12 New extortion scam threatens data leak 


SOURCE | https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/new-extortion-scam-threatens-to-damage-sites-reputation- 
leak-data/ 

GIST An active extortion scam is targeting website owners and admins worldwide, claiming to have hacked 
their servers and demanding $2,500 not to leak data. 


The attackers (self-dubbed Team Montesano) are sending emails with “Your website, databases and 
emails has been hacked” subjects. 


The emails appear to be non-targeted, with ransom demand recipients from all verticals, including 
personal bloggers, government agencies, and large corporations. 


The scam is so widespread that our own reporter Ax Sharma and Have I Been Breached created Troy 
Hunt have also received these extortion attempts. 


The spam messages warn that the hackers will leak stolen data, damage their reputation, and get the site 
blacklisted for spam if the targets don’t make a payment of $2,500. 


From extortion emails seen by BleepingComputer, the threat actors are currently using two bitcoin 
addresses. 

e = =3FyjqjsWutzS VJ8DnKrLgZFEAx Vz6Pddn7 

e = 3PmYSqtG5x5bGNrs YUy5DGtu93qNtsaPRH 


Unfortunately, the bitcoin transactions to the wallet 3Fyjqj5 WutzS VJ8DnKrLgZFEAxVz6Pddn7 indicate 
that someone may have paid the extortion demand already. 


Even though these emails can be scary to those website owners who receive them, it is important to 
remember that they are just scams. 


They are being mass-emailed to many people and are just trying to scare people into making a payment. 
Instead, just mark them as spam and delete them. 


Also, always search for the Bitcoin address embedded in the blackmail email you receive on the Bitcoin 
Abuse Database to find any reports of fraudsters actively using them. 


Since the summer of 2018, when BleepingComputer started reporting on these scams, threat actors have 
been behind a wide assortment of email extortion scams. 


The list includes scams that pretend to be bomb threats, hitman contracts, CIA investigations, threats 
of installing ransomware, as well ones containing threats to infect the targets' families with the SARS- 
CoV-2 virus. 


11/11 China deploys spyware to target Uighurs 


SOURCE 


ps://www.darkreading.com/threat-intelligence/china-using 
As part of its widely documented, brutal suppression of Muslim Uyghur populations, the Chinese 
government has been deploying spyware to hunt down what it deems to be "religious extremists" and 
detain them. 


Researchers at Lookout Threat Labs reported People's Republic of China-backed threat groups have 
widely distributed spyware called BadBazaar and Moonshine across Uyghur-language sites and social 
media. The spyware is trying to catch what Lookout's report ominously called "pre-crimes,” like using a 
VPN, Muslim religious apps, or even WhatsApp. 


Notably, these malicious apps attract Uyghur-speaking people across the globe, not just inside China. 


One campaign Lookout documented distributed a link from the Twitter handle @MalwareHunterTeam 
that appeared to be a legitimate English-Uyghur dictionary application, but was instead loaded with 
malware. The Lookout team was able to trace the malicious app back to the Chinese-backed group APT15. 


In all, the researchers found more than 100 BadBazaar samples scattered across Uyghur-language 
communications channels. 


Phony Apps, Long-Term Consequences 

The new report is yet another reminder that it's critical for users to be careful about what they download 
and to be aware that they may be targeted by sophisticated phishing lures, Darren Guccione, CEO of Keeper 
Security, explains to Dark Reading. 


"Malware disguised as legitimate applications can have devastating and long-term adverse consequences, 
particularly when used for espionage to propagate human rights abuses," Guccione says. "These phony 
apps can unknowingly collect a host of information from location data to text messages, photos, and phone 
calls." 


Kristina Balaam, staff security intelligence engineer at Lookout, adds that users should stick with 
reputable sources for their applications. 


"If you're unable to download an app you want on Google Play, for example, there's probably a good 
reason for that," Balaam tells Dark Reading. "The official app stores go through vigorous vetting processes 
to ensure consumers are downloading apps that are safe and free from malware and other threats that can 
cause damage. Once consumers start looking for workarounds, they could be unintentionally exposing 
themselves to malicious threats." 


For Uyghurs, downloading the wrong applications can mean arrest or worse. On Oct. 31, 50 countries 
issued a joint statement denouncing the Chinese government's ongoing human rights abuses against Uyghur 


populations. 


HEADLINE | 11/11 Seizures: domains recruiting money mules 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/us-seized-18-web-domains-used-for-recruitin 
mules/?&web_view=true 

The FBI and U.S. Postal Inspection Service have seized eighteen web domains used to recruit money 
mules for work-from-home and reshipping scams. 


The seized websites claimed to offer jobs for a legitimate company as "quality control inspectors," being 
requested to ship items from their homes or even purchase goods using their own credit cards. 


The victims photographed the packages they received, reshipped them to a different address as instructed, 
and received $20 for each processed item. 


"Employees" logged in on an online platform pretending to be the company's collaboration system, from 
where the operators provided their instructions. 


FBI accessed the account of one of the scammed "employees" and found a history of 25 fraudulent 
purchases, including a laptop purchased with a stolen credit card. 


"The Hazelwood woman allowed investigators to use her credentials to log on to the LocalPost online 
dashboard, where records showed 25 packages shipped to the Hazelwood address, including a $1,500 
laptop fraudulently purchased with a St. Louis County man's credit card," explains the Department of 
Justice announcement. 


U.S. law enforcement has investigated the schemes since February 2021, after the FBI's IC3 (Internet 
Crime Complaint Center) received 64 complaints about the scammers. 


While the websites have been seized now, their operators reside in foreign countries, so they have not yet 
been arrested by the local authorities. 


The Department of Justice announcement says investigators hold evidence suggesting the scammers are 
based in Russia. 


The seized domains now display a seizure notice with links [1, 2] warning employment seekers of the risks 
of home job and reshipping scams. 


The 18 seized domains in this law enforcement operation are listed below. 
= amari-dash.com 
"  control-scorpio.com 
" — costa-account.com 
« dash-amari.com 
» dashboard-zim.com 
«  dash-egreen.com 
«  dash-orient.com 
«  dash-satori.com 
» dash-spt.com 
=" egreen-dash.com 
"  main-sgl.com 
= navois-account.com 
"  orient-dash.com 
" — satori-dash.com 
= scorpio-control.com 
" — spt-dash.com 
*  zim-dash.com 


If you previously visited these websites or had any exchange with their operators, you are advised to report 
it to the FTC and follow these instructions on what to do next. 


Don't be a mule 
As people worldwide continue to work remotely, these job scams can look attractive, offering high 
payments for little work. 


However, job seekers need to verify an offer's authenticity and ensure that their employer is running a 
legitimate business. 


In most cases, simply doing an internet search on the company and calling the provided phone number on 
the declared location can expose fraud. 


While money mules may not actively participate in a scam, the FBI warns that they are still committing a 
crime. 


"Acting as amoney mule—allowing others to use your bank account, or conducting financial transactions 
on behalf of others—not only jeopardizes your financial security and compromises your personally 
identifiable information, but is also a crime," warns a press release by the FBI. 


"Protect yourself by refusing to send or receive money on behalf of individuals and businesses for which 
you are not personally and professionally responsible." 


If any individual or company requests you to send or receive money or items on behalf of others, chances 
are you're being recruited as a money mule. 
Return to Top 


11/11 Australia police identify hackers? 


ps://techcrunch.com/2022/11/1 1/australia-tells-medibank-hackers-we-know-who-you-are/?&web_view=true 
GIST The Australian Federal Police claims to have identified the cybercriminals behind the Medibank 
ransomware attack, which compromised the personal data of 9.7 million customers. 


AFP Commissioner Reece Kershaw said on Friday that the agency knows the identity of the individuals 
responsible for the attack on Australia’s largest private health insurer. He declined to name the individuals 
but said the AFP believes that those responsible for the breach are in Russia, though some affiliates may 
be in other countries. 


In a tweet, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, whose own Medibank data was stolen, said the 
AFP knows where the hackers are and are working to bring them to justice. 


Kershaw said that police intelligence points to a “group of loosely affiliated cyber criminals” who are 
likely responsible for previous significant data breaches around the world, but did not name victims. 


“These cyber criminals are operating like a business with affiliates and associates who are supporting the 
business,” he added, pointing to ransomware as a service operation such as LockBit. On Thursday, a dual 
Russian-Canadian national linked to the LockBit operation was arrested in Canada. 


The hackers behind the Medibank breach have previously been linked to the high-profile Russian 
cybercrime gang REvil, also known as Sodinokibi. REvil’s once-defunct dark web leak site now redirects 
traffic to a new site that hosts the stolen Medibank data, and the hackers behind the breach have also been 
observed using a variant of REvil’s file-encrypting malware. 


The Russian Embassy in Canberra was quick to rebuff allegations that the Medibank hackers are based in 
Russia. “For some reason, this announcement was made before the AFP even contacted the Russian side 
through the existing professional channels of communication,” the embassy said in a statement on 
Friday. “We encourage the AFP to duly get in touch with the respective Russian law enforcement 
agencies.” 


Russia’s federal security services FSB (formerly the KGB) said in January that REvil “ceased to exist” 
after several arrests were made at the request of the U.S. government. In March, Ukrainian national 
Yaroslav Vasinskyi, an alleged key member of the REvil group linked to an attack on U.S. software 
vendor Kaseya, was extradited from Poland to the U.S. to face charges. 


“Even after a series of law enforcement operations against REvil, the gang and its affiliates still seem to 
keep returning, based on the analysis of the latest REvil ransomware sample,” Roman Rezvukhin, head of 
malware analysis and threat hunting team at Group-IB, tells TechCrunch. 


Kershaw said on Friday that the AFP, along with international partners such as Interpol, will “be holding 
talks with Russian law enforcement about these individuals.” 


“Tt is important to note that Russia benefits from the intelligence-sharing and data shared through Interpol, 
and with that comes responsibilities and accountability,” Kershaw said. “To the criminals: We know who 
you are, and moreover, the AFP has some significant runs on the scoreboard when it comes to bringing 
overseas offenders back to Australia to face the justice system.” 


While the AFP has successfully extradited people from Poland, Serbia and the United Arab Emirates in 
recent years to face criminal charges in Australia, extraditing Russian hackers is likely to be challenging. 
In 2018, Russian President Vladimir Putin declared that “Russia does not extradite its citizens to anyone.” 


Despite action by the AFP, the Medibank breach continues to worsen following its decision to refuse to 
pay the cybercriminals’ ransom demand. On Thursday, the attackers’ dark web blog posted more stolen 
data, including sensitive files related to abortions and alcohol-related illnesses. The cybercriminals 
claimed that they initially sought $10 million in ransom from Medibank before reducing the sum to $9.7 
million, or $1 per affected customer, the blog said. 


“Unfortunately, we expect the criminal to continue to release stolen customer data each day,” Medibank 
CEO David Koczkar said on Friday. “These are real people behind this data and the misuse of their data is 
deplorable and may discourage them from seeking medical care.” 


11/12 FTX probes possible crypto hack 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/12/business/ftx-cryptocurrency-hack.html?&web_view=true 
A day after it filed for bankruptcy, the collapsed cryptocurrency exchange FTX said on Saturday that it 
was investigating “unauthorized transactions” flowing from its accounts, as crypto researchers documented 
suspicious transfers of $515 million that may have been the result of a hack or theft. 


GIST 


John J. Ray II, the newly instated chief executive of FTX, said in a statement that “unauthorized access to 
certain assets has occurred,” and that the company was in touch with law-enforcement officials and 
regulators. As part of the bankruptcy process, the company has been moving its remaining crypto funds to 
a more secure form of storage. 


The suspicious movement of funds marked a new twist in a dramatic series of events that kicked off earlier 
in the week, when the exchange faced a run on deposits and was unable to meet demand. On Friday, the 
company filed for bankruptcy, and Sam Bankman-Fried, FTX’s founder and chief executive, announced his 
resignation, with Mr. Ray, a corporate turnaround specialist, replacing him. 


The implosion of Mr. Bankman-Fried’s cryptocurrency exchange has already cost customers billions of 
dollars in lost crypto deposits, setting off law-enforcement investigations that could lead to criminal 
charges. 


But the full impact of FTX’s dramatic collapse is only beginning to take shape. In his relatively short time 
as a multibillionaire, Mr. Bankman-Fried built up an astonishingly broad business empire, with 
investments in dozens of smaller crypto firms and partnerships with businesses as varied as Anthony 
Scaramucci’s investment firm SkyBridge Capital and the N.B.A.’s Miami Heat. He also became an 
influential Democratic Party donor, promising to spend as much as $1 billion during the 2024 election cycle. 


Now, all those ventures have been thrust into chaos. 


BlockFi, a crypto lending platform that Mr. Bankman-Fried had helped finance, said this past week that it 
was suspending operations as a result of the collapse. The price of Solana, a cryptocurrency that Mr. 
Bankman-Fried promoted heavily, has crashed. And the team behind the FTX Future Fund, a charitable 
operation bankrolled by Mr. Bankman-Fried, announced their resignations. 


FTX paid high yields to companies that stored assets on its platform, which led many crypto start-ups to 
treat it as a bank. Genesis, a trading platform, said this past week that it had $175 million in funds locked 


up with FTX. The company moved to secure a $140 million cash infusion from its parent company, 
Digital Currency Group, a spokeswoman for the firm said. 


Pantera Capital, a crypto hedge fund, told investors in a letter on Friday that under 3 percent of its $4.5 
billion in assets had been in FTX stock and FTT, a token created by the company, before the collapse. As 
FTX was seeking a bailout on Tuesday, the firm moved to sell the majority of its FTT tokens and told its 
portfolio companies to do the same, said Paul Veradittakit, an investor at the firm. 


“The safest thing right now is to hold cash or self-custody,” Mr. Veradittakit said. Self-custody means 
holding one’s own assets, rather than parking them with a service provider like an exchange. 


News of the possible theft started spreading on Twitter late Friday night, as crypto enthusiasts examined 
public transaction records documenting the movement of cryptocurrencies. A report by the crypto research 
firm Elliptic pegged the amount that may have been stolen or hacked at $515 million. 


The exact nature of the transfers remained unclear. It could have been the result of a hacker gaining access 
to the exchange’s system, or an insider with special access seeking to abscond with funds. Asked about the 
transfers, Mr. Bankman-Fried said in a text to The New York Times, “We’re sorting through it with the 
bankruptcy” team. 


In its post, Elliptic said the cryptocurrencies that were suspiciously transferred from FTX were rapidly 
moved through decentralized exchanges — crypto marketplaces that operate based on code and have fewer 
guardrails than centralized exchanges like Coinbase. The researchers described the transfers as “a common 
technique used by hackers in order to prevent their haul being seized.” 


When cryptocurrency is stolen, it’s often difficult for the thieves to convert it into usable cash. Because 
crypto transaction records are public, experts can track the movement of the funds, gathering clues about 
the identities of the thieves. 


But a major theft would make it even more difficult for FTX to refund customers and other creditors who 
have already lost billions of dollars in the firm’s collapse. 


After failing to meet a surge of withdrawal requests this past week, FTX is estimated to owe $8 billion, 
according to people familiar with the matter. Amateur investors stored their crypto savings on FTX, which 
was widely regarded as a safe and easy-to-use platform, even in the wild world of crypto. How much those 
customers are repaid will depend on the bankruptcy process. In an initial filing on Friday, FTX said it had 
more than 100,000 creditors. 


When a traditional bank teeters on collapse, there’s often an expectation that the government could step in 
and save it. That is not the case with crypto, which has experienced a series of bank runs this year that 
have left customers scrambling to cash out before their investments vaporized. 


“You as a customer are like, ‘Oh shoot, I don’t want to be the last one where there’s no funds left to 
actually give me my money back, so I’m going to try to withdraw,” Mr. Veradittakit of Pantera Capital 
said. 


As speculation about the suspicious FTX fund transfers spread on Twitter, crypto industry officials 
appeared to be piecing together the situation in real time. After reports circulated that someone involved in 
moving funds had an account on Kraken, another crypto exchange, Kraken’s chief security officer, Nick 
Percoco, tweeted, “We know the identity of the user.” 


Ryne Miller, the general counsel of the U.S. arm of FTX, quickly responded. “Interested in anything you 
are open to share,” he said. “Could you reach out to me?” A Kraken spokesman did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 


Mr. Bankman-Fried’s collapse was a stunning fall from grace for an executive who had been compared to 
titans of finance like John Pierpont Morgan and Warren Buffett. But as the bankruptcy has thrown his 
empire into turmoil, a different picture is emerging. 


Investigators at the S.E.C. and the Justice Department are examining whether Mr. Bankman-Fried 
improperly used customer funds to prop up Alameda Research, a trading firm that he also owns. FTX lent 
as much as $10 billion in customer funds to Alameda, according to a person familiar with the finances. 


Months before the bankruptcy, cracks were emerging. Mr. Bankman-Fried reacted defensively when 
offered feedback that he was overextending himself and needed to hire more staff, according to someone 
close to him. He also delayed bonus payments to employees that were supposed to go out in the middle of 
the year, making the payments months late, the person said. 


And Mr. Bankman-Fried reacted with irritation when an employee asked to receive more of the bonus in 
cash rather than equity, the person said, saying that staff who didn’t want a stake in the company should 
leave. 


FTX did not respond to a request for comment. 


HEADLINE | 11/12 Twitter's advertising exodus accelerates 


SOURCE | https://www.wsj.com/articles/twitters-advertising-exodus-accelerates-despite-outreach-from-elon-musk- 
11668262920?mod=hp lead_pos4 

GIST The advertiser exodus from Elon Musk’s Twitter Inc. is accelerating, and it could be hard for the 
billionaire to bring them back soon. 


The lengthening list of advertisers pausing their spending on the social-media platform two weeks after 
Mr. Musk’s $44 billion takeover is adding to the financial pressure on the company. Mr. Musk spent the 
past week trying to assuage advertisers’ concerns, but many of them are defecting anyway. 


Twitter has entered the period of the year when it normally begins negotiating long-term contracts with its 
largest advertisers, deals that generate more than 30% of its U.S. ad revenue, according to people familiar 
with the company’s finances. 


Many of those discussions haven’t taken place or have paused because of uncertainty surrounding the 
company and the disarray in its ad sales department following the departure of several top executives since 
the takeover, advertisers and ad buyers said. 


Even if Mr. Musk repairs the dynamic with Madison Avenue, it will be hard to bring advertisers back 
quickly, since many have begun to shift the ad spending they pulled to other places, such as ByteDance 
Ltd.’s TikTok, Alphabet Inc.’s Google, and Meta Platforms Inc.’s Instagram, according to advertising 
executives and buyers. 


One large consumer packaged-goods company, which is planning to be dark on Twitter throughout at least 
the first quarter, is shifting roughly $10 million dollars to TikTok, streaming services and Google, said a 
person close to the company. 


Many ad executives don’t expect the same quick ad rebound that Meta’s Facebook experienced in 2020 
when many brands boycotted the platform for a month over concerns about hate speech and 
misinformation. Many companies found they couldn’t resist coming back to Facebook, because the return 
on investment from advertising—in the form of sales—was so pronounced. 


“With Twitter, there just isn’t the same co-dependency” that exists between advertisers and Facebook, 
said Shiv Singh, chief marketing officer at online lender LendingTree Inc. 


Twitter didn’t respond to a request for comment. 


Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. said this week that it had paused its Twitter ad spending, joining a growing list 
of brands that includes General Mills Inc., General Motors Co., Oreo maker Mondelez International Inc. 
and United Airlines Holdings Inc. Some ad agencies have had dozens of brands halt their spending over 
the past week, some of the buyers said. 


“We have pulled back on our paid and owned content on Twitter while we gain a better understanding on 
the direction of the platform under its new leadership,” said Laurie Schalow, Chipotle’s chief corporate 
affairs officer. 


Advertisers are concerned about instability at Twitter, with the loss of top leadership after layoffs and 
resignations, and the risk that their brands could wind up to next to objectionable posts, given Mr. Musk’s 
stated desire to scale back content moderation. 


Mr. Musk has sought to calm advertisers’ jitters in a series of video calls and meetings with major brands 
and agencies. The ad slump is a serious problem as he tries to make the math work on the Twitter 
transaction, which was financed by some $13 billion in debt. Advertising provided 89% of Twitter’s $5.08 
billion revenue in 2021. 


Mr. Musk said last week that Twitter had suffered a “massive drop in revenue.” He told Twitter employees 
in an all-hands staff meeting Thursday that he wasn’t sure how much financial runway the social-media 
company still had and that bankruptcy wasn’t out of the question. 


Some Madison Avenue executives say Mr. Musk might be able to turn the company around. “It will take a 
few months to resolve it but he will eventually have an attractive proposition, given his track record,” 
said Mark Penn, chief executive of ad firm Stagwell Group LLC. 


Twitter, according to people familiar with the company’s finances, is approaching its biggest revenue day 
of the year—Super Bowl, which will take place on Feb. 12. 


Advertisers are unnerved and confused about the impact of Mr. Musk’s plans on their brands, ad buyers 
said. After Twitter’s rollout of verification badges for any user paying $7.99 a month for its Twitter Blue 
program, an account spoofing the pharmaceutical company Eli Lilly & Co. sent a fake tweet that said 
insulin would be free. Twitter appears to have rolled back the verification program for Twitter Blue users. 


An Eli Lilly spokeswoman said, “We are deeply committed to ensuring patients and customers receive 
accurate information about our medicines. In recent days, fake/parody Twitter accounts for Lilly have 
communicated false information and we’re working to correct this situation.” 


Ad buyers, whose relationship with Twitter is closely tied to the ad-sales executives at the company, are 
concerned that many of their top contacts there have departed. There was widespread confusion in the ad 
industry Thursday over the employment status of Robin Wheeler, Twitter’s vice president of U.S. client 
solutions, who had joined Mr. Musk’s calls with advertisers in recent days. 


Ms. Wheeler had resigned but decided to pause her departure to determine whether the company will 
uphold its commitments to data privacy and fulfill its regulatory requirements, The Wall Street Journal 
reported. 


Ad giant Omnicom OMC 3.20%increase; green up pointing triangle Group Inc., whose agencies buy ads 
on behalf of blue-chip companies, on Friday recommended that its clients pause their Twitter ad spending 
until further notice, according to a memo reviewed by the Journal. Other major ad companies have taken a 
similar stance. The memo said that in recent days there has been a “succession of events that have 
potential serious implications for advertisers” and “the risk to our clients’ brand safety has risen sharply” 
to a level that is unacceptable. The Verge technology-news website earlier reported on Omnicom’s memo. 


Twitter’s leverage has diminished as the digital ad marketplace has expanded over the past few years, with 
advertisers getting many more options on where to spend their dollars. That includes a surge in ad- 
supported streaming video platforms, the rapid emergence of TikTok and ad businesses operated by major 
retailers. 


Advertising executives at companies face pressure to spend their remaining budgets for the year given they 
are under pressure to meet yearly sales goals amid the economic uncertainty. Brands that return money to 
their CFOs risk getting smaller budgets next year, some ad buyers and advertisers said. 


“Brands on pause are not parking those dollars, they are spending them,” said Ben Jankowski, a former 
head of global media at Mastercard Inc. Companies have “brands that they have to support. No one is 
sitting holding advertising money,” he added. 


Return to Top 


11/12 FBI came close to deploying spyware? 


phones-nso.html 
GIST WASHINGTON — During a closed-door session with lawmakers last December, Christopher A. Wray, 
the director of the F.B.I., was asked whether the bureau had ever purchased and used Pegasus, the hacking 
tool that penetrates mobile phones and extracts their contents. 


Mr. Wray acknowledged that the F.B.I. had bought a license for Pegasus, but only for research and 
development. “To be able to figure out how bad guys could use it, for example,” he told Senator Ron 
Wyden, Democrat of Oregon, according to a transcript of the hearing that was recently declassified. 


But dozens of internal F.B.|. documents and court records tell a different story. The documents, produced in 
response to a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit brought by The New York Times against the bureau, 
show that F.B.I. officials made a push in late 2020 and the first half of 2021 to deploy the hacking tools — 
made by the Israeli spyware firm NSO — in its own criminal investigations. The officials developed 
advanced plans to brief the bureau’s leadership, and drew up guidelines for federal prosecutors about how 
the F.B.I.’s use of hacking tools would need to be disclosed during criminal proceedings. 


It is unclear how the bureau was contemplating using Pegasus, and whether it was considering hacking the 
phones of American citizens, foreigners or both. In January, The Times revealed that F.B.I. officials had 
also tested the NSO tool Phantom, a version of Pegasus capable of hacking phones with U.S. numbers. 


The F.B.I. eventually decided not to deploy Pegasus in criminal investigations in July 2021, amid a flurry 
of stories about how the hacking tool had been abused by governments across the globe. But the 
documents offer a glimpse at how the U.S. government — over two presidential administrations — 
wrestled with the promise and peril of a powerful cyberweapon. And, despite the F.B.I. decision not to use 
Pegasus, court documents indicate the bureau remains interested in potentially using spyware in future 
investigations. 


“Just because the F.B.I. ultimately decided not to deploy the tool in support of criminal investigations does 
not mean it would not test, evaluate and potentially deploy other similar tools for gaining access to 
encrypted communications used by criminals,” stated a legal brief submitted on behalf of the F.B.I. late 
last month. 


In a statement, Mr. Wyden said “‘it is totally unacceptable for the F.B.I. director to provide misleading 
testimony about the bureau’s acquisition of powerful hacking tools and then wait months to give the full 
story to Congress and the American people.” 


He added, “The F.B.I. also owes Americans a clear explanation as to whether the future operational use of 
NSO tools is still on the table.” 


An F.B.I. spokeswoman said “the director’s testimony was accurate when given and remains true today — 
there has been no operational use of the NSO product to support any FBI investigation.” A senior F.B.I. 


official added that, in addition to Mr. Wray’s public and classified testimony, bureau officials have also 
given classified briefings on the matter to members of Congress and their staffs. 


The specifics of why the bureau chose not to use Pegasus remain a mystery, but American officials have 
said that it was in large part because of mounting negative publicity about how the tool had been used by 
governments around the world. 


Pegasus is a so-called zero-click hacking tool that can invade a target’s mobile phone and extract 
messages, photos, contacts, messages and video recordings. Numerous governments, both autocracies and 
democracies, have purchased and deployed Pegasus in recent years. It has been used by police and 
intelligence services to hack the phones of drug kingpins and terrorists, but gained notoriety when it was 
revealed that governments, like Saudi Arabia, Mexico, Hungary and India had deployed it against political 
dissidents, journalists and human rights workers. 


Mr. Wray’s closed-door testimony came just weeks after the Biden administration last November placed 
NSO and another Israeli hacking firm on a Commerce Department blacklist, preventing American 
companies from selling technology to the firms without permission from the U.S. government. On Capitol 
Hill, Congress is working on a bipartisan bill that would ban government agencies from using foreign 
commercial spyware such as Pegasus. 


The Times revealed in January that the F.B.I. had purchased Pegasus in 2018 and, over the next two years, 
tested the spyware at a secret facility in New Jersey. Since the bureau first purchased the tool, it has paid 
approximately $5 million to NSO. 


Since that story was published, F.B.I. officials, including Mr. Wray, have gone further than they did during 
the closed meeting with senators last December. They acknowledged that the bureau did consider 
deploying Pegasus, though they still emphasized that the F.B.I.’s main goal was to test and evaluate it to 
assess how adversaries might use it. 


During a congressional hearing in March, Mr. Wray said the bureau had bought a “limited license” for 
testing and evaluation “as part of our routine responsibilities to evaluate technologies that are out there, not 
just from a perspective of could they be used someday legally, but also, more important, what are the 
security concerns raised by those products.” 


“So, very different from using it to investigate anyone,” he said. 


A June letter from the F.B.I. to Mr. Wyden made similar points, saying the bureau purchased a license “to 
explore potential future legal use of the NSO product and potential security concerns the product poses.” 


The letter continued, “After testing and evaluation, the F.B.I. chose not to use the product operationally in 
any investigation.” 


During his time as F.B.I. director, Mr. Wray has worked to build good relations with lawmakers from both 
parties, especially after the tumultuous years of his predecessor, James B. Comey. He has earned praise 
from some on Capitol Hill for his public testimony during the Trump administration years — on issues 
including Russia and domestic extremism — that infuriated President Donald J. Trump. 


The internal F.B.I. documents and legal briefs submitted on behalf of the bureau give the most complete 
picture to date of the bureau’s interest in deploying Pegasus. While heavily redacted, the internal 
documents show that, from late 2020 until the summer of 2021, the F.B.I. had demonstrated a growing 
interest in potentially using Pegasus to hack the phones of F.B.I. targets in criminal investigations. 


In September and October 2020, after the bureau had tested the product, F.B.I. officials put together 
PowerPoint presentations that included “detailed discussions of the potential risks or advantages of using 
the NSO tool” and “proposals for specific steps the F.B.I. or D.O.J. should take before making a decision 
about whether to use it.” 


On March 29, 2021, two months after President Biden took office, the bureau’s Criminal Investigative 
Division circulated a 25-page memorandum that documented the division’s recommendations supporting 
the use of Pegasus “under certain specific conditions,” which were not clear in the redacted documents. 


Days later, the same division proposed guidelines for government lawyers around the country who 
prosecute cases brought by the F.B.I. about “how the tool’s use could be appropriately addressed in 
criminal discovery.” 


Then, in May last year, the bureau’s Criminal Investigative Division prepared a document about the 
potential use of Pegasus for a daily briefing for Mr. Wray. There is not clear evidence in the redacted 
documents that the Pegasus information ultimately was included in his briefing, or what Mr. Wray’s views 
on the matter were. 


On July 22, 2021, according to the government’s legal brief in the FOIA case late last month, the decision 
was made to “cease all efforts regarding the potential use of the NSO product.” 
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11/11 Australia blames Russians for data theft 
https://apnews.com/article/health-business-australia-5e9ef928ddfa40dbach17eb487dc3f7f 


CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Moscow must he held to account for Russian cybercriminals accused of 
hacking Australia’s largest health insurer and dumping customers’ personal medical records on the dark web, 
Australian officials said Friday. 


Australian Federal Police took the unusual step of attributing blame for the unsolved cybercrime that 
resulted in the personal data of 9.7 million current and former Medibank customers being stolen. 


A group of “loosely affiliated cybercriminals” operating like a business in Russia were likely responsible 
for the Medibank attack as well as other significant security breaches around the world, Australian Federal 
Police Commissioner Reece Kershaw said. 


“We believe we know which individuals are responsible, but I will not be naming them,” Kershaw told 
reporters. “What I will say is that we'll be holding talks with Russian law enforcement about these 


individuals.” 


Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who is a Medibank customer who had personal data stolen, said he had 
authorized police to reveal where the attack had come from. 


“We know where they’re coming from, we know who is responsible, and we say that they should be held 
to account,” Albanese said. 


“The nation where these attacks are coming from should also be held accountable for the disgusting 
attacks, and the release of information including very private and personal information,” Albanese added. 


An official from the Russian Embassy in Australia could not be immediately contacted for comment. 


The extortionists have been linked to high-profile Russian cybercrime gang REvil, short for Ransomware 
Evil and also known as Sodinokibi. 


The Russian Federal Security Service said in January REvil “ceased to exist” after several arrests were 
made at the insistence of the United States. 


An old REvil dark web site had started redirecting traffic to a new site that hosts the stolen Medibank data. 
Fergus Hanson, director of Australian Strategic Policy Institute think tank’s cyber policy center, said he 
was not surprised that the crime gang was based in Russia. 


A Medibank employee’s stolen username and password, which allowed the hackers to enter the company’s 
database, had been sold on a Russian dark web forum, Hanson said. 


Hanson doubted that culprits operating in Russia would be brought to justice. 


But Australia could use its offensive cyber capabilities against the gang in Russia and prosecute their 
affiliates, who police suspect are operating in other countries. 


“There’s potential to conduct operations against the group to disrupt their operations, but in terms of 
seeing them go to prison or appear before a court, I think that’s pretty unlikely,” Hanson told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. 


Cybercriminals dumped personal medical records on the dark web for a third day on Friday, this time 
focusing on alcohol-related illnesses, as they pressure Medibank to pay a ransom. 


The criminals began dumping customer records Wednesday, including those involving treatments for HIV and 
drug addiction, which they described as a “naughty” list, after Medibank ruled out paying a ransom for the 
return of the hacked data. 


The focus shifted to terminated pregnancies in Thursday’s dump and on Friday to conditions related to 
harmful levels of alcohol consumption, in a file the thieves labeled “boozy.” Medical treatment records of 
more than 700 customers had been published through Friday in what has been described as Australia’s 


most invasive cybercrime. 


Other personal details of many more customers have also been made public that could leave them 
vulnerable to identity theft or fraud, including phone numbers and email addresses. 


Confirming the third dump, Medibank CEO David Koczkar said his company was contacting exposed 
customers and offering support. He expected the daily dumps would continue. 


“The relentless nature of this tactic being used by the criminal is designed to cause distress and harm,” 
Koczkar said. 


“These are real people behind this data and the misuse of their data is deplorable and may discourage them 
from seeking medical care,” he added. 


The gang, which is becoming increasingly better known as BlogXX within cybersecurity circles, blamed 
Medibank’s failure to pay a $9.7 million ransom demand. 


“But we warned you. we always keep our word, if we wouldn’t receive a ransom - we should post this 
data, because nobody will believe us in the future,” they posted on Friday. 


Kershaw said Australian government policy did not condone paying ransoms to cybercriminals. 


“Any ransom payment, small or large, fuels the cybercrime business model, putting other Australians at 
risk,” Kershaw said. 


Australian authorities are hoping the data remains confined to the dark web and is not spread to a wider 
audience by social media or reported in detail by the news media. 


Albanese urged against anyone accessing the data. 


“We need to provide a disincentive for this sort of criminal, disgusting behavior that is reprehensible,” 
Albanese said. 


“Tt’s causing a great deal of distress in the community. The government acknowledges this and we’re 
doing all we can to limit the impact of this and to provide that support to people who are going through 
this distressing time,” Albanese added. 


11/12 Twitter options: Mastodon, others emerge 
https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-twitter-inc-business-6e8bff97bb33d53b87c3d9a7c6a509cf 


GIST Twitter has been a bit of a mess since billionaire Tesla CEO Elon Musk took the helm, cutting the 
company’s workforce in half, upending the platform’s verification system, sparring with users over jokes and 
acknowledging that “ dumb things ” might happen as he reshapes one of the world’s most high-profile 
information ecosystems. 


On Thursday, amid an exodus of senior executives responsible for data privacy, cybersecurity and 
complying with regulations, he warned the company’s remaining employees that Twitter might not survive if 
it can’t find a way to bring in at least half its revenue from subscriptions. 


While it’s not clear if the drama is causing many users to leave — in fact, having a front-row seat to the 
chaos may prove entertaining to some — lesser-known sites Mastodon and even Tumblr are emerging as 
new (or renewed) alternatives. Here’s a look at some of them. 


(Oh, and if you are leaving Twitter and want to preserve your tweet history, you can download it by going 
to your profile settings and clicking on “your account” then “download an archive of your data.”’) 


MASTODON 

Named after an extinct mammal resembling an elephant, Mastodon has emerged as a frontrunner among 
those curious about life beyond the blue bird. It shares some similarities with Twitter, but there are some 
big differences — and not just that its version of tweets are officially called “toots.” 


Mastodon is a decentralized social network. That means it’s not owned by a single company or billionaire. 
Rather, it’s made up of a network of servers, each run independently but able to connect so people on 
different servers can communicate. There are no ads as Mastodon is funded by donations, grants and other 
means. 


Mastodon’s feed is chronological, unlike Facebook, Instagram, TikTok or Twitter, which all use 
algorithms to get people to spend as much time on a site as possible. 


It can be a tad daunting to try to sign up to Mastodon. Because each server is run separately, you will need 
to first pick one you want to join, then go through the steps to create an account and agree with the 
server’s rules. There are general and interest- and location-based ones, but in the end it won’t really matter. 
Once you’re in, the feed is reminiscent of Twitter. You can write (up to 500 characters), post photos or 
videos, and follow accounts as well as see a general public feed. 


“We present a vision of social media that cannot be bought and owned by any billionaire, and strive to 
create a more resilient global platform without profit incentives,” Mastodon’s website says. 


Currently, the site has more than 1 million users, nearly half of whom signed up after Musk took over 
Twitter on Oct. 27, according to founder Eugen Rochko. 


Another option, Counter Social, also runs an ad-free, chronological social platform that’s funded by users. 
To prevent foreign influence operations, Counter Social says it blocks access to Russia, China, Iran, North 
Korea, Pakistan and Syria. It boasts of offering one-click translation into over 80 languages. It has over 63 
million monthly users, according to its website. 


CLUBHOUSE 


Remember Clubhouse, back when we were all under lockdown and couldn’t talk in person? It’s the buzzy 
audio-only app that got somewhat overshadowed by copycat Twitter Spaces, which also lets people talk to 
each other (think conference call, podcast or “audio chat”) about topics of interest. 


Once you join, Clubhouse lets you start or listen into conversations on a host of topics, from tech to pro 
sports, parenting, Black literature and so on. There are no posts, photos or videos — only people’s profile 
pictures and their voices. Conversations can be intimate, like a phone call, or might include thousands of 
people listening to a talk by boldface names, like a conference or stage interview. 


SUBSTACK and MEDIUM 

For longer reads, newsletters, and general information absorption, these sites are perhaps closest to the 
blog era of the early 2000s. You can read both without signing up or paying, but some writers, creators 
and podcasters create premium content for paying subscribers. 


TUMBLR 

Tumblr, which was all but left for dead, appears to be enjoying somewhat of a resurgence. The 
words/photos/art/video site is known for its devoted fan base and has been home to angry posts from 
celebrities like Taylor Swift. It angered many users in 2018 when it banned porn and “adult content,” 
which made up a big part of its highly visual and meme-friendly online presence and led to a large drop in 
its user base. 


Onboarding is simple, and for those who miss the early years of social media, there’s a decidedly retro, 
comforting feel to the site. 


T2 or TBD? 

Gabor Cselle, a veteran of Google who worked at Twitter from 2014 to 2016, is determined to create a 
better Twitter. For now, he’s calling it T2 and says the Web domain name he purchased for it — t2.social 
— cost $7.16. T2, which may or may not be its final name, is currently accepting signups for its waitlist, 
but the site is clearly not yet functioning. 


“T think Twitter always had a problem in figuring out what to do and how to decide on what to do. And 
that was always kind of in the back of my mind,” Cselle told The Associated Press. “On Monday, I 
decided to just go for it. I didn’t see anyone else really doing it.” 


Twitter-style text and TikTok-style videos are one idea. Cselle says for this to work, the text really has to 
be “amped up” so it’s not drowned out by the videos. 


“My bet is that it’s going to be easier and more efficient to build a better Twitter or public square now than 
fix the legacy problems at Twitter,” Cselle added. 


Cselle, of course, is not the only one jumping to the opportunity. Project Mushroom, for instance, plans a 
“safe place on the internet — a community-led open-source home for creators seeking justice on an 
overheating planet” and says it has received 25,000 early signups to its yet-to-launch platform. 


“My sense is that things are going to further fragment into more ideological platforms and some will die 
and then we’ll see some new consolidation emerge over the next couple of years,” said Jennifer Stromer- 
Galley, a professor at Syracuse University who studies social media. 


NEWS SITES 
One of Twitter’s most valuable features has been the way it allows people to find information within 
seconds. Was that just an earthquake? Twitter will tell you. Or at least it did. 


While there is no perfect replacement for Twitter, staying up to date with local, national and international 
news is easier than ever. Apple and Google both offer news services that aggregate articles from a broad 
range of publication (Apple offers a premium subscription service that gets you access to more articles, 


while Google shows free stories first.) There’s also Flipboard, which works kind of like a personal 
magazine curated to your interests. 


Of course, subscribing to individual publications (or downloading a free news app such as the AP’s AP 
News) is also an option. 


Yes, you might have to pay for some of them and no, you won’t get a blue check mark with your 
subscription. 


A 
11/12 Bahrain websites attacked amid elections 


ps://apnews.com/article/middle-east-religion-boycotts-edea32fb189ad69ba07248f2bdcbc08d 
GIST DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Bahrain voted Saturday in a parliamentary and local election just 


hours after hackers targeted government websites in the island kingdom that is in the midst of a decade- 
long crackdown on dissent. 


The Interior Ministry did not identify the websites targeted, but the country’s state-run Bahrain News 
Agency could not be reached online nor could the website for Bahrain’s parliament. Bahrain’s election 
website could not be accessed from abroad for several hours, though it and the news agency’s website later 
were restored. 


“Websites are being targeted to hinder the elections and circulate negative messages in desperate attempts 
that won’t affect the determination of citizens who will go to the polling stations,” the Interior Ministry 
said. 


Screenshots taken by internet users showed a picture after the hack claiming it was carried out by a 
previously unknown account called Al-Toufan, or “The Flood” in Arabic. Social media accounts 
associated with Al-Toufan said the group targeted the parliament’s website “due to the persecution carried 
out by the Bahraini authorities, and in implementation of the popular will to boycott the sham elections.” 


The account claimed Saturday afternoon it took down another government website, which wasn’t 
reachable from abroad. 


In a statement to The Associated Press, Bahrain said it had been the target of a “state-backed cyberattack 
in an attempt to derail the electoral process.” It did not name the state it believed carried out the attack. 


“All systems are operational, and the voting process has not been affected,” it added. 


Bahrain state television aired footage of people voting in the polls, with the state-run news agency 
describing the election as going “smoothly” across 55 polling sites in the country. 


The attack happened just hours ahead of the parliamentary and municipal elections in Bahrain. Voters are 
picking the 40 members of the lower house of Bahrain’s parliament, the Council of Representatives. The 

parliament’s upper house, the Consultative Council, is appointed by royal decree by King Hamad bin Isa 

Al Khalifa. 


Bahrain has voted in parliamentary and local elections every four years since 2002 after the island became 
a kingdom. 


However, Bahrain is in the midst of a decade-long crackdown on all dissent after the 2011 Arab Spring 
protests, which saw the island’s Shiite majority and others demanding more political freedom. 


Since Bahrain put down the protests with the help of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, it has 
imprisoned Shiite activists, deported others, stripped hundreds of their citizenship and closed down its 
leading independent newspaper. 


A banned Shiite opposition group and others have called on voters to boycott elections ever since. Protests 
against the election have been held in recent days, including during the visit of Pope Francis to the island. 


“Bahrain was once viewed as a promising model for political reform and democratic transition, but it has 
become one of the Middle East’s most repressive states,” the Washington-based group Freedom House 
said. 


Bahrain, about the size of New York City, is home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet. 


ee RR 
11/12 FTX missing $1B in client funds? 


SOURCE | https://www.reuters.com/markets/currencies/exclusive-least-1-billion-client-funds-missing-failed-crypto-firm- 
ftx-sources-2022-11-12/ 

GIST New York, Nov 11 (Reuters) - At least $1 billion of customer funds have vanished from collapsed crypto 
exchange FTX, according to two people familiar with the matter. 


The exchange's founder Sam Bankman-Fried secretly transferred $10 billion of customer funds from FTX 
to Bankman-Fried's trading company Alameda Research, the people told Reuters. 


A large portion of that total has since disappeared, they said. One source put the missing amount at about 
$1.7 billion. The other said the gap was between $1 billion and $2 billion. 


While it is known that FTX moved customer funds to Alameda, the missing funds are reported here for the 
first time. 


The financial hole was revealed in records that Bankman-Fried shared with other senior executives last 
Sunday, according to the two sources. The records provided an up-to-date account of the situation at the 
time, they said. Both sources held senior FTX positions until this week and said they were briefed on the 
company's finances by top staff. 


Bahamas-based FTX filed for bankruptcy on Friday after a rush of customer withdrawals earlier this week. 
A rescue deal with rival exchange Binance fell through, precipitating crypto’s highest-profile collapse in 
recent years. 


In text messages to Reuters, Bankman-Fried said he "disagreed with the characterization" of the $10 
billion transfer. 


"We didn't secretly transfer," he said. "We had confusing internal labeling and misread it," he added, 
without elaborating. 


Asked about the missing funds, Bankman-Fried responded: "???" 

FTX and Alameda did not respond to requests for comment. 

In a tweet on Friday, Bankman-Fried said he was "piecing together" what had happened at FTX. "I was 
shocked to see things unravel the way they did earlier this week,” he wrote. "I will, soon, write up a more 


complete post on the play by play." 


At the heart of FTX's problems were losses at Alameda that most FTX executives did not know 
about, Reuters has previously reported. 


Customer withdrawals had surged last Sunday after Changpeng Zhao, CEO of giant crypto exchange 
Binance, said Binance would sell its entire stake in FTX's digital token, worth at least $580 million, "due 
to recent revelations." Four days before, news outlet CoinDesk reported that much of Alameda's $14.6 
billion in assets were held in the token. 


That Sunday, Bankman-Fried held a meeting with several executives in the Bahamas capital Nassau to 
calculate how much outside funding he needed to cover FTX's shortfall, the two people with knowledge of 
FTX's finances said. 


Bankman-Fried confirmed to Reuters that the meeting took place. 


Bankman-Fried showed several spreadsheets to the heads of the company's regulatory and legal teams that 
revealed FTX had moved around $10 billion in client funds from FTX to Alameda, the two people said. 
The spreadsheets displayed how much money FTX loaned to Alameda and what it was used for, they said. 


The documents showed that between $1 billion and $2 billion of these funds were not accounted for 
among Alameda's assets, the sources said. The spreadsheets did not indicate where this money was moved, 
and the sources said they don't know what became of it. 


In a subsequent examination, FTX legal and finance teams also learned that Bankman-Fried implemented 
what the two people described as a "backdoor" in FTX's book-keeping system, which was built using 
bespoke software. 


They said the "backdoor" allowed Bankman-Fried to execute commands that could alter the company's 
financial records without alerting other people, including external auditors. This set-up meant that the 
movement of the $10 billion in funds to Alameda did not trigger internal compliance or accounting red 
flags at FTX, they said. 


In his text message to Reuters, Bankman-Fried denied implementing a "backdoor". 


The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission is investigating FTX.com's handling of customer funds, as 
well its crypto-lending activities, a source with knowledge of the inquiry told Reuters on Wednesday. The 
Department of Justice and the Commodity Futures Trading Commission are also investigating, the source 
said. 


FTX's bankruptcy marked a stunning reversal for Bankman-Fried. The 30-year-old had set up FTX in 
2019 and led it to become one of the largest crypto exchanges, accumulating a personal fortune estimated 
at nearly $17 billion. FTX was valued in January at $32 billion, with investors including SoftBank and 
BlackRock. 


The crisis has sent reverberations through the crypto world, with the price of major coins plummeting. 
And FTX's collapse is drawing comparisons to earlier major business meltdowns. 


On Friday, FTX said it had turned over control of the company to John J. Ray II, the restructuring 
specialist who handled the liquidation of Enron Corp — one of the largest bankruptcies in history. 


11/11 Tech workers face new reality: pink slips 


SOURCE | https://www.wsj.com/articles/tech-workers-face-new-reality-talent-wars-layoffs-meta-twitter- 


11668167520?mod=hp_lead_pos6 

GIST This spring, Google employees in the Bay Area got a private Lizzo concert to herald a return to the office. 
Now the company is cutting back on social gatherings as well as hiring. Meta Platforms Inc., known for 
once-lavish perks such as free laundry, began slashing 11,000 jobs this week and said some of its remaining 


workers will have to share desks. 


The comedown has been swift for employees of big technology companies, long among the most coveted 
workers in business. Accustomed to jobs with six-figure salaries, fat equity packages and cushy amenities, 
many employees are now facing staff cuts for the first time, along with shrinking net worths as stocks fall 
during a bumpy stretch for big tech. 


Recruiters like Charley Betzig say they are receiving a flood of notes from tech employees saying they 
would love to reconnect. For years, he has been the one trying to get their attention, he said. After large- 
scale layoffs at Twitter Inc., Lyft Inc., Stripe Inc. and others in recent days, tech employees have logged 
on to the anonymous messaging board Blind with commiserating posts with titles such as “layoff layoff 
layoff’ and “take care of yourselves y’all.” One post was simply labeled: “I want to cry.” 


“The vibe is different types and levels of ‘not good,’ ” said Sherveen Mashayekhi, chief executive of Free 
Agency, a firm that advises tech employees and places them at companies. 


Some tech workers are facing unemployment for the first time in their careers, while others are seeking 
security in more staid but growing fields such as logistics and financial services, recruiters say. 


Mr. Mashayekhi says his firm is getting four times the number of job-placement requests from workers at 
large-cap tech companies as it did six months ago. Before this year, he said he had never placed a tech 
worker at Walmart Inc., let alone multiple, as he has recently. 


Until recently, workers wanted to go to “what was hot and sexy,” he said. “Now, we’ve placed many at 
legacy name brands.” 


Prashay Deo worked the past few years at Airbnb-like rental company Sonder Holdings Inc., then as an 
expansion and operations manager at Jurny Inc., a hospitality tech firm. Now he is job hunting. Sonder laid 
the 31-year-old off in 2020 as it downsized in the early part of the pandemic; Jurny let him go this year 
after doing the same. Mr. Deo, who previously worked at Apple Inc., said he is reassessing what he wants 
in his next employer. 


“Tech is going to start coming with more of a question mark than an exclamation point,” he said. He said 
he is still interested in working at a similar startup with long-term investor support and growth potential 
but has also considered roles at established hospitality companies such as Marriott International Inc. 

or Hilton Worldwide Holdings Inc. 


Now, one of his first questions when he talks with a company recruiter is: “Tell me how you’ve handled 
layoffs,” he said. 


Another tech worker, in product management at a Bay Area e-commerce startup, said the flood of laid-off 
tech staffers seeking work has spurred her to take on more hours. She is not scared of losing her job, she 
said, but she does feel more replaceable than she did a few months ago. 


She estimates her net worth has dropped 25% since the start of 2022 as the stock she owns from a previous 
tech employer has plunged. With the prospect of a lower bonus this year, she is thinking of selling her car, 
she said. 


Jobs at platforms for home sales, car buying and other businesses highly sensitive to interest rates have 
been especially hard-hit, said Tim Herbert, chief research officer with CompTIA, an information- 
technology trade group. Real-estate company Redfin Corp., for instance, laid off 13% of its staff on 
Wednesday and closed its home-flipping unit. 


Yet plenty of tech companies are posting jobs, particularly those in enterprise software, IT infrastructure 
and cybersecurity, Mr. Herbert said. Job openings in tech grew by more than 10,000 positions to 317,000 
in October, reversing five months of declines, and employment across the industry was 28% higher than a 
year earlier, according to CompTIA. UX designers, shorthand for user experience designers, dev-ops 
engineers, web developers and mobile app developers remain in strong demand, Mr. Herbert said. 


“You do have workers that could be facing layoffs and they could be quite nervous,” he said. “But then 
you have other folks that could be completely immune.” 


Return to Top 


GIST 


Gene Munster, managing partner at venture-capital firm Loup Ventures, says engineers remain in demand, 
but sales and marketing people might struggle to quickly land another role. 


Those who escape layoffs might have to absorb the tasks of those who left. 
“There’s this theme of wanting to get more done with less people,” says Mr. Munster, who knows of one 
staffer who recently added strategic development and partnerships duties to his investor-relations role after 


layoffs at his tech company. 


Justine De Caires, a 25-year-old software engineer laid off from Twitter last week, says she has gotten a 
flurry of LinkedIn messages from recruiters for startups still flush from their 2021 financing rounds. 


“T do have the option of just waiting,” she said. 


Aydin Senkut, founder of VC firm Felicis Ventures, says he is advising his portfolio companies with less 
than a year of cash on hand not to raise salaries or increase head count. Others with faster growth and more 
reserves might pick up some of the talent cut from larger companies, he says, but there aren’t enough 
startups to absorb all of the job losses. 


Some firms outside of tech are seizing this moment. Danish containership company A.P. Moller-Maersk 
A/S says it has had better luck recruiting tech workers recently, in part, because it can offer higher salaries 
and a smaller amount of equity, a more favorable compensation mix when markets are 

volatile. AT&T Inc.’s chief technology officer, Jeremy Legg, says the telecoms company is also drawing 
more applications from startup employees than a year ago. 


Recruiters at Citizens Financial Group Inc., meanwhile, have contacted people recently laid off by tech 
companies, making the case that a job at the regional bank can offer a compelling career, said Michael 
Ruttledge, chief information officer and head of technology services at Citizens. 


“We give stability,” he said. “We’re not offering free nitro (cold brew coffee) and ping-pong tables. 


There have been about 118,000 tech layoffs this year, according to several industry sources, including 
thousands of dismissals within the Puget Sound region. 


Stephen Courson left a promising career at Salesforce to create financial content. He told The New York 
Times, “this isn’t going to get better quickly.” 


Even if you didn’t get laid off in the latest round, fear is striking many in the industry with people 
wondering, “am J next?” 


Tech companies changing course 
All of this is a dramatic reversal of what we have come to feel about the tech industry. High salaries and 
endless perks seemed to be the state of the day. 


Just recently, Meta opened new offices in Bellevue. A Meta spokesperson told Geek Wire that there were 
no plans to change course. 


Meta is one example of a company that has become a symbol of the region’s tech boom. With its valuation 
soaring past $1 trillion, Meta doubled its workforce to more than 87,000 employees in the last three years. 


Jobs are still out there 
The good news is jobs are still plentiful. The unemployment rate for tech occupations in the U.S. stood at 
2.3% in August. 


According to the Computing Technology Industry Association, that’s significantly lower than the national 
average unemployment rate of 3.7% that month. 


Many industry watchers said the recent layoffs come from companies expanding too fast. 
In other words, reality hit. 


Talent recruitment led to overreach 
The fight for talent has also led some companies, especially startups, to overreach. 


“When times are flush, you get excesses, and excesses lead to overhiring and optimism,” said Josh Wolfe, 
an investor at Lux Capital. 


“For the past 10 years, the abundance of cash led to an abundance of hiring,” Wolfe told The New York 
Times. 


“At the end of the day, a company is a business, as much as they say that people are first,” Brooks Scott 
told VOX. Scott is an Executive Coach and CEO of Merging Paths. 


Despite the recent downsizing, many analysts believe workers still have the edge. 


Workers still on top 

“These workers are at a huge advantage,” said Julia Pollak, chief economist with ZipRecruiter, in an 
interview with Wired. “There is still strong demand for tech talent in a wide range of industries, from 
government to retail to agriculture. Those industries for the past years have been left in the dust.” 


The layoffs at companies like Amazon, Apple, and Alphabet are not seen as a major crisis. 


“Everyone is looking ahead, seeing prices are up, and trying to cut costs,” said Rucha Vankudre, senior 
economist with the labor market analytics firm Lightcast. 


Vankudre told Wired that companies are “trying to be more measured.” 


Terrorism, Extremism 
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11/13 Al Qaeda gained new footholds in Sudan? 
https://sudantribune.com/article266724/ 


GIST November 13, 2022 (KHARTOUM) — Bayt al-Maqdis, one of the media interfaces of Al-Qaeda, 
published on October 17, 2022, a new book entitled “Fighting is Now: Messages of War to the 
Mujahidin in Sudan.” 


“These are messages of war that I send to the Mujahideen in Sudan, because it is a legitimate obligation 
for us to fight for the sake of the religion so that the word of unbelievers is lowered to the depths, and 


the word of Allah is exalted to the heights,” said the author, Sheikh Abu Hudhayfa Al-Sudani, in the 
introduction to his publication, which is focused on Sudan. 


Why does it matter? 
The publication incited jihad against the Sudanese government, and the establishment of combat jihadist 
formations, that would declare war on “the tyrannical regime and puppet government in Khartoum.” 


What is the basis of his call? 
Abu Hudhayfa al-Sudani claims that “monotheism is the whole religion, and it is a comprehensive 


system of life, but it is only achievable through fighting for the sake of Allah, to take over the rule from 
the tyrants who altered God’s law and return it to the people of monotheism. 


Proposed mechanisms 

The author called on the jihadists in Sudan to “comply with the minimum duty that they cannot shirk, 
which is the acquisition of arms, the storage of sufficient ammunition, training and preparation until 
God authorizes the emergence of the ‘blessed group’ under whose banner they fight.” 


Who is Abu Hudhayfa? 

According to available data, Abu Hudhayfa Al-Sudani embraced the jihadist ideology a long time ago, 
before joining al-Qaeda international terrorist network in Afghanistan under the leadership of “Osama 
bin Laden”. 


Abu Hudhayfa travelled several times between Arabian and Middle Eastern countries to carry out 
terrorist attacks. He flew north to Iraq and Pakistan, and then returned back to Khartoum where he was 
detained and extradited to Saudi Arabia, where he had been sentenced to prison. 


A decade later, after his release, he left for Syria and joined one of al-Qaeda’s groups there. 


Al-Sudani’s latest book “Fighting is Now” is the 4" one in his series, following his books: “On the Edge 
of the Sword, “Thoughts of a Prisoner” and “The Forgotten Prince.” 


A new approach 
“Fighting is now” diagnoses the needs of the organization in Sudan by studying the situation on the 
ground, and concludes that: 

e There is a need for a strategic and smart mindset. 

e Designing a conflict strategy. 

e Studying the military and political abilities of (the Mujahideen) and their capabilities. 


The writer shows his optimism for action, as he points out that “Sudan has met the objective conditions 
for a successful guerrilla war since it is a vast country with diverse terrain and climates of mountains, 
forests, deserts, that allow movement and manoeuvre easier’. 


The author proposes three practical methods to manage guerilla tactics in preparation for advanced 
stages: 

e Hit and run phase. 

e Balancing phase 

e Decisiveness and empowerment phase. 


“Each stage has its corresponding military, political and media tools and the appropriate formations and 
structure in structure and organization,” he says. Abu Hudhayfa wrote. 


According to his vision, it is necessary to establish rear bases in the mountains and forests, with urban 
groups that operate within cities in the form of cluster cells that carry out special attacks and missions 
under the command of an intelligent leader. 


Why al-Qaeda has no presence in Sudan? 
The author asserts: “Jihad requires a vanguard organization, an entity that unites the (jihadists), uses 
their capabilities and coordinates their efforts, to be the spearhead when fighting the enemy.” 


Such a statement means that there is no al—Qaeda-affiliated group in Sudan, so the organization seeks to 
recruit Sudanese and establish a presence strong presence in the country particularly after the failure of 
an attempt by the Somali al-Shabab to control territory in Ethiopia last July before to move to Sudan. 


The ousted Islamist regime in Khartoum hosted Osama bin Laden, and Carlos the jackal and turned the 
country into a safe haven for Islamist groups in the early 90s. However, under international pressure, the 
al-Bashir government had to review its policies and ended this embarrassing relationship. 


U.S. intelligence officials confirmed that Sudan has provided accurate, important, useful, and current 
information about the terrorist groups. The latter also avoided started to avoid Khartoum. 


“In Sudan, there is no al-Qaeda or ISIS organization like the case in Iraq, Somalia and Yemen’, said a 
private source and a researcher in the organizational and strategic thought of terrorist movements, who 
spoke to Sudan Tribune under the cover of anonymity. 


” Sudanese extremist groups at home have remained inconsistent and not connected to each other. They 
only migrated and joined the Organization abroad,” the source added. 


Political analysts point out that terrorist organizations take advantage of the political instability, or the 
collapse of the state or the army, such as what happened in Mali, Libya or Somalia. 


“In Sudan, the state is still cohesive, and the military and intelligence can combat any expansion of such 
organizations”, said Osama Elias, a political analyst. 


Unsuitable environment for terror groups 
The prevailing patterns of religiosity in Sudan prevent the emergence and spread of terrorist 
organizations on its territory, no matter how severe the political and security crises, believe researchers. 


“These jihadist groups have no social or ideological incubator here, as the Sudanese religious mood 
tends to Sufi religiosity and derives its culture from it,” said a researcher in Islamic Thought and 
Professor at Sudanese Universities Mohammed Almajzoub Saleh. 


“Moreover, the general intellectual space in which Islamist movements take place in Sudan is 
characterized by a belief in freedom and tends to prioritize dialogue. So, such (extremist) calls will not 
find an intellectual incubator for them in Sudan,” Saleh added. 


Moody criticism 

Religious extremism experts say that jihadist groups issue moody judgments that are not based on fixed 
criteria, pointing out that in his recent book Abu Hudhaifa al-Sudani celebrated the statement of the 
Union of Scholars, Imams and Preachers against the Burhan — al-Hilu agreement on the separation of 
religion from the state, despite his strong disagreement with them. In the same vein, he attacked the 
same Islamist current, saying: “Those delusional members of the so-called broad Islamic current did not 
understand the essence of the Islamic State. They are a current that lost its compass.” 


For his part, Mohamed Majzoub stresses that this is the rule in extremist organizations. “They begin 
with the takfir — declaring a Muslim a disbeliever — and enmity with those around them. This is the 
nature of the extremist discourse.” Al-Majzoub adds that there is another dimension to the emergence of 
these jihadist movements. He adds that Sudan’s political turmoil is not enough to pave the way for the 
spread of terrorist organizations, according to Abu Hudhaifa’s vision. He goes on to say that these 
organizations are not a product of internal conditions, but rather a creation of external hands, but in the 
end, they remain a strange phenomenon separate from Sudanese society with all its religious tolerance 
and Sufi sects. 


Betton 
11/14 Istanbul bombing: 8 killed, 79 injured 


SOURCE | https://www.thequardian.com/world/2022/nov/14/istanbul-bombing-suspect-arrested-as-turkey-minister- 
blames-kurdish-separatists 


GIST 


Turkey’s interior minister has accused Kurdish militants in northern Syria of responsibility for a bombing 
in a busy Istanbul shopping thoroughfare that killed six people, and said that a suspect had been arrested, 
while 21 others were previously detained. 


Eight people died and 79 were injured when a bomb struck Istanbul’s popular pedestrian thoroughfare 
Istiklal Avenue, timed to strike when it was most crowded. Justice minister Bekir Bozdag said that “a 
woman sat on a bench there for 45 minutes,” and that the explosion occurred moments after she left. 


Turkish Interior minister Suleyman Soylu said early on Monday that the attack was planned in a Kurdish- 
majority city in northern Syria, blaming militants from the Kurdistan Workers’ party (PKK) and the 
People Defense Units (YPG) for the attack. 


“Our assessment is that the order for the deadly terror attack came from Ayn al-Arab in northern Syria, 
where the PKK/YPG has its Syrian headquarters,” he said. 


While Kurdish militants and attackers linked to the Islamic State have been blamed for attacks on central 
Istanbul in the past, the attack has not been officially claimed by any group so far. 


Ankara, Washington and the EU label the PKK a terrorist group, stemming from its decades-long 
insurgency demanding Kurdish self-rule in south-eastern Turkey. The YPG shares ties with the PKK, but 
is part of US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces that fought Islamic States militants in northern Syria. 


Presidential communications chief Fahrettin Altun alluded to the potential impact on US-Turkey relations, 
stemming from Ankara’s long term displeasure with the US backing of Kurdish groups in northern Syria. 


“The international community must pay attention. Terror attacks against our civilians are direct and 
indirect consequences of some countries’ support for terror groups. They must immediately cease their 
direct and indirect support if they want Tiirkiye’s friendship,” he said. 


The PKK is also regularly targeted by Turkish military operations in northern Iraq, while Ankara has also 
blocked Swedish entry into Nato after accusing it of leniency towards the group. 


Speaking shortly before departing for Tuesday’s G20 summit in Bali, Recep Tayyip Erdogan spoke of a 
“treacherous attack”, adding: “Those responsible will be punished.” 


Videos posted online from the moment of the attack showed terrified people running and trying to seek 
cover in nearby shops as a fireball billowed overhead in the distance from the middle of the street. 
Shoppers who had previously been strolling in the afternoon sun clutched each other in fear before turning 
to run away. 


Turkey’s media ombudsman, RTUK, placed a temporary ban on reporting of the explosion, preventing 
broadcasters from showing the moment the blast struck or the immediate aftermath, “to avoid broadcasts 
that may create fear, panic and turmoil in society and may serve the purposes of terrorist organisations”. 


The web freedom monitoring organisation NetBlocks said network data showed the Turkish authorities 
were restricting access to social media platforms including Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook 
after the attack. “Access to information is vital in times of emergency. Research shows that social media 
restrictions increase misinformation after security incidents and attacks,” said the NetBlocks founder, Alp 
Toker. 


The Turkish parliament recently passed a sweeping new law prohibiting “disinformation”, under which 
social media users or journalists accused of breaking it could be jailed for up to three years. The head of 
RTUK, Ebubekir Sahin, warned citizens against spreading misinformation about the attack. “We are 
following the developments closely. Please do not rely on information from unclear sources. Let’s get 
information from reliable sources. Let’s not spread false information unknowingly,” he said. 


Turkey was hit by a string of deadly bombings between 2015 and 2017 by Islamic State and outlawed 
Kurdish groups. 


They included a suicide bombing attack on the same street on 19 March 2016, which killed five people 
and injured 36. Turkish police later said the bomber had links to IS. 


In January that year, a suicide bomber in the busy Sultanahmet district killed 13. In June, attackers armed 
with automatic weapons and explosives belts attacked the entrance of Istanbul’s Atatiirk airport, killing 45 
people other than the attackers and injuring more than 230. 


“Without knowing who is behind this attack, the fact that this is the first terror attack in six years brings 
back terrible memories of the 2015-16 period when hundreds died across Turkey,” said Soner Cagaptay of 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy thinktank. 


“T think we could see a hardening of the electorate to the right as a result,” he added, pointing towards 
elections due to be held in Turkey next year, if not earlier. “I think the same trend line could hold again, 
that whoever portrays themselves as a security candidate standing against terrorism could consolidate their 
base.” 


A 
11/14 Istanbul deadly bombing: suspect arrested 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/13/world/middleeast/turkey-explosion-istanbul.html 
GIST ISTANBUL — A bomb attack struck a bustling pedestrian thoroughfare in central Istanbul on Sunday, 
killing at least six people, in what officials said could be a terrorist attack, and shattering a sense of calm 
as Turkey’s tourist industry works to recover from the pandemic. 


The attack was the deadliest in Turkey in more than five years, and the authorities offered few details in 
the hours afterward other than to say they were investigating the possibility that the bomb had been 
detonated by a woman. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan vowed to punish those behind the blast, without 
accusing any specific group. 


“Efforts to make Turkey and the Turkish nation surrender by terror will not reach their aim today, as they 
did not in the past,” Mr. Erdogan told reporters before flying to Indonesia for the Group of 20 summit. 


Early Monday, Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu said the person who left the bomb at the site had been 
arrested, according to the state-run news agency Anadolu. He did not identify the person, but he suggested 
that the bombing had been ordered by Kurdish militants in northern Syria. 


The explosion shook the heart of one of Istanbul’s most popular districts, a short walk from Taksim 
Square, leaving bloodied passers-by strewn about the pavement and sending waves of visitors rushing 
from the area. By Sunday evening, Turkish officials had put the number of people wounded at 81, with 
two in critical condition. 


The blast occurred in front of a clothing store on Istiklal Avenue, a broad pedestrian street lined with 
historic buildings, shops and restaurants and traversed by a red-and-white tram. The area is crowded day 
and night with Turks and tourists from around the world strolling, shopping, watching street musicians and 
buying roasted chestnuts and Turkish ice cream. 


The avenue was even more crowded than usual on Sunday because one of Turkey’s premier soccer teams 
was scheduled to play nearby in the evening, drawing fans to the neighborhood. 


Like many parts of Turkey where the economy relies on tourism, the area around Istiklal had suffered in 
recent years as travel bans and fears of coronavirus infection kept many tourists away. But the area 
rebounded this summer as the pandemic waned and the weak Turkish lira made Turkey an attractive 
tourist destination. 


About 4:20 p.m. Sunday, a large boom shook the street and an orange fireball rose to the sky, according to 
videos shared on social media. 


Ambulances with sirens blaring rushed to the area as security forces cordoned off the blast site. A police 
helicopter circled overhead. 


“T first thought it was a natural gas explosion,” said Serhat Sen, a 30-year-old real estate commissioner, 
who was on his motorbike a little more than half a mile from the site. 


“People were scared, crying, running away desperately,” Mr. Sen added. “I started trembling. If I had been 
in a bit of a hurry, I would have been there.” 


Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag said later in a TV interview that a bag had exploded near a bench after a 
woman sat there for more than 40 minutes. He said there were two possibilities: Either someone detonated 
the bomb after the woman left, or it exploded on its own. The bomb was believed to have included nails to 
increase the impact of the explosion, Mr. Bozdag said. 


The bombing broke a five-year stretch in which Turkey appeared to be moving past the deadly attacks that 
had struck its cities in previous years. 


Early on New Year’s Day 2017, at least 39 people were killed and dozens of others wounded when a 
gunman attacked a crowded Istanbul nightclub. That attack came a few weeks after at least 38 people were 
killed and more than 100 wounded in two explosions, including one outside of a soccer stadium. 


The Turkish state has also been at war for decades with Kurdish militants based in the country’s southeast; 
they have launched deadly attacks on civilians and security forces. And jihadists who belonged to or were 
inspired by the Islamic State, which ruled a so-called caliphate in Syria and Iraq until early 2019, often 
attacked public places in Turkey, killing civilians. 


In October 2015, two explosions rocked the heart of Ankara, the Turkish capital, killing more than 100 
people who had gathered for a peace rally, in what officials called the deadliest terrorist attack in modern 
Turkey’s history. The blasts occurred near Ankara’s main train station just as Kurds and leftists were 
preparing to march to protest the resumption of armed conflict between the Turkish state and Kurdish 
militants. 


But such attacks had grown rare in the last few years, which is why people near the site Sunday’s bombing 
felt such shock. 


“T feel paralyzed by the fear of how I am going to go out,” Ziya Aydi, a doctoral student, wrote on Twitter, 
saying the explosion had revived memories of a wave of attacks years ago. 


Condolence messages poured in from Europe, the Middle East and beyond, with Jens Stoltenberg, the 
secretary general of NATO, saying the alliance “stands in solidarity” with Turkey. The Turkish Football 
Federation also postponed the soccer game that had been scheduled to take place nearby. 


pati 
11/12 ISWAP bans Nigeria currency transactions 


SOURCE : : ; ign-i -opts-for-cfa-bans-farmers-fishermen-in-lake-chad-from- 
using-naira 
GIST The Islamic State of the West African Province (ISWAP), a terrorist group, has banned farmers and 


fishermen in Lake Chad from using the naira for transactions. 


This is a result of the decision of the Central Bank of Nigeria to redesign some new naira notes. 


Last month, the CBN said it redesigned N200, N500, and N1000 new naira notes. The new design and 
issues will be effective from mid-December 2022. 


He advised Nigerians to take old notes to banks to enable them to withdraw the new banknotes once 
circulation begins. 


However, Zagazola Nakama, a counter-insurgency outfit in the Lake Chad region, expressed that 
information from intelligence sources said the currency redesign move has thrown ISWAP members far 
away from banks in the Tumbus of Lake Chad into confusion. 


According to the intelligence source, the terrorist group will find it extremely difficult to change their 
money into new currency notes. Therefore, the insurgents are now receiving the West African CFA 
Francs, which they intend to replace with the Nigerian naira as a trade currency. 


“The terrorists have also banned all Nigerian fishermen, herdsmen and farmers from sneaking into 
the Lake Chad through Marte, Abadam, and Gamborun Negala in order to prevent the naira from reaching 
into the camps of the terrorists in the Lake Chad,” the source told Zagazola. 


Ibn Umar and Malam Ba’ana, the terrorist commanders in charge of taxes and levies, who imposed the 
ban, said the people are only allowed to come through safe routes established by the terror group through 
Bulgaram, Cikka, Guma, Maltam, Doron Liman and Ramin Dorina villages in Cameroon. 


Meanwhile, the CBN noted that one of the reasons for redesigning some of the naira notes is to minimise 
terrorism. 


“Also, in view of the prevailing level of security situation in the country, the CBN is convinced that the 
incidents of terrorism and kidnapping would be minimised as access to the large volume of money outside 
the banking system used as source of funds for ransom payments will begin to dry up,” Emefiele had said. 


HEADLINE | 11/12 Teen radicalized online as suicide bomber 


SOURCE | https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11421101/Suicide-bomber-Jake-Bilardi-Inside-story-Melbourne-teen- 
radicalised.html 

GIST A Melbourne teenager turned to Islam to cope with the loss of his mother before he was radicalised online 
and sent overseas to blow himself up. 


Jake Bilardi, 18, shocked Australia with a suicide bomb attack in Ramadi, in central Iraq, about 110km 
west of Baghdad, in March 2015. 


How he went from a suburban Melbourne kid to a teenage terrorist blown to pieces 1,300km from home 


has only been revealed seven years later. 


Bilardi turned to Islam after his mother died to cancer and became radicalised in his bedroom after 
meeting an ISIS mastermind online. 


Bilardi was a shy and awkward teenager who sought solace when his single mother died from cancer in 
2012, The Daily Telegraph reported. 


He was in Year 10 when he began to visit the Hume Islamic Youth Centre where he was introduced to the 
teachings of Islam and eventually converted. 


Bilardi became radicalised online as he spent hours on the computer in his bedroom before he connected 
with ISIS mastermind Mirsad Kandic. 


Kandic, 40, was a high-ranking member in the terrorist group who was responsible for recruiting overseas 
radicals and sending them to fight in Syria. 


Bilardi was angry he had not found a way to leave Melbourne and fight overseas and noted down his 
frustration in his blog 'From Melbourne to Ramadi: My Journey’. 


"How was I to get in? I had no contacts to assist me,' he wrote. 'After failed attempts at finding a contact I 
gave up all hope.’ 


Bilardi had given up all hope and began to work on his 'Plan B', which was a knife and bomb attack on 
Melbourne. 


He bought six 500g containers of barium nitrate, an ingredient used to make a homemade explosive, but 
stopped building on his plan when he met Kandic. 


The ISIS recruiter said he would be able to help Bilardi get into Syria and gave him a checklist of things to 
do in preparation. 


Bilardi was told to learn Arabic, do cardio exercises to train for battles on the front line, and fly to Istanbul 
pretending to be a tourist. 


He paid extra for his passport to be expedited before booking a flight Istanbul for August 25, 2014. 


CCTV footage showed Bilardi wearing a traditional Arabic scarf as he checked in for his flight at 
Melbourne Airport. 


Bilardi called his brother Chris in October where he was pressured to return home. 


I don't know what it's achieving,’ Chris said. ‘It's achieving maybe something for you, because you think 
that it's benefiting you, that you go to heaven or something. 


But it's not benefiting anybody else. You're going to be killing innocent people.’ 


Shortly afterwards Bilardi was given his orders to join seven other suicide bombers for a mission in the 
northern Iraq city Baiji. 


It was called off just before Bilardi was set to detonate his bomb and it would not be until March 2015 
when he was given his new orders. 


Bilardi then blew himself up in a suicide mission targeting the Iraqi armed forces at Ramadi in central 
Iraq. 


The attack was a failure: nobody was killed and just a few vehicles were damaged. 


Chilling extract from Bilardi's blog 

"With my martyrdom operation drawing closer, I want to tell you my story, how I came from being an 
Atheist school student in affluent Melbourne to a soldier of the Khilafah preparing to sacrifice my life for 
Islam in Ramadi, Iraq. 


Many people in Australia probably think they know the story, but the truth is, this is something that has 
remained between myself and Allah (azza wa’'jal) until now. 


"My life in Melbourne's working-class suburbs was, despite having its ups and downs just like everyone 
else, very comfortable. 


I found myself excelling in my studies, just as my siblings had, and had dreamed of becoming a political 
journalist. 


I always dreamed that one day I would travel to countries such as Iraq, Libya and Afghanistan to cover the 
situations in these lands... 


‘Being just five-years-old at the time of the attacks on the United States on 11 September 2001, my 
knowledge of the operation was basically non-existent... 


‘It was from my investigations into the invasions and occupations of both Iraq and Afghanistan that gave 
birth to my disdain for the United States and its allies, including Australia. 


It was also the start of my respect for the mujahideen that would only grow to develop into a love of Islam 
and ultimately bring me here to the Islamic State, but I'll get to that later... 


‘I guess I was always destined to stand here as a soldier in the army of Shaykh Abu Musab al-Zarqawi 
(May Allah have mercy upon him) considering the great respect I had for him even before I entered Islam. 
May Allah accept him among the best of shuhadah and allow me to sit with him in the highest ranks of 
Jannah... 


‘Fearing possible attempts by the increasingly-intrusive authorities in Australia to prevent my departure [to 
the Middle East] I began drawing up a Plan B. 


‘This plan involved launching a string of bombings across Melbourne, targeting foreign consulates and 
political/military targets as well as grenade and knife attacks on shopping centres and cafes and 
culminating with myself detonating a belt of explosives amongst the kuffar. 


As I began collecting materials for the explosives and prepared to start making the devices I realised that 
the authorities were oblivious to my plans but if anything was to attract their attention it would be my 
purchasing of chemicals and other bomb-making materials and so I ceased the planning of Plan B and sat 
waiting until everything was prepared and I could exit the country undetected.’ 


ioe 
11/12 Crime, terrorism thrives again Afghanistan 


SOURCE 


GIST 


https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2022/11/12/crime-and-terrorism-thriving-again-in-afghanistan-amid-economic- 
ruin/ 

Two-thirds of Afghans are going hungry, with girls’ education subject to “random edicts” of the Taliban, 
while crime and terrorism are thriving once more buoyed by a large spike in opium production, warned 
the President of the UN General Assembly on Thursday. 


Csaba K6r6si painted a near apocalyptic picture of ordinary life in the Taliban-ruled nation that has 
endured almost five decades of “relentless conflict”, urging the international community to make up the 
$2.3 billion shortfall in the UN humanitarian appeal for $4.4 billion. 


‘Moral imperative’ 

In a powerful speech to ambassadors in New York, during a full session of the UN’s most representative 
body, he said that there was “‘a moral and also a practical imperative for the international community to 
support an inclusive and sustainable peace in Afghanistan.” 


The resolution expressed deep concern over Afghanistan’s current trajectory and the volatility there since 
the Taliban takeover. 


It urges Afghanistan to honour and fully respect and implement all treaties, covenants or conventions, 
bilateral or multilateral, which is has signed up to. 


Drugs and terror 
Beyond the disastrous humanitarian and human rights situation, he said the country was now “awash with 
heroin and opium.” 


“Organized crime and terrorist organizations are thriving once again. Afghanistan is facing complex and 
interlinked challenges that the Taliban have shown they cannot — or would not — solve.” 


Now is the time to come up with some concrete solutions that put the Afghan people first, he said, 
suggesting one concrete way the General Assembly could help right away: 

“T encourage the country’s reengagement with the international science community. And to allow women 
who used to be respected members of the country’s science community, to resume their research and their 
studies. 


Alone in denial 
Afghanistan is now the only State in the world, denying girls the right to a full education, he added, noting 
that their prospects are totally uncertain, “amid seemingly random edicts from the Taliban.” 


For even the most powerful women in the country, “dreams of becoming President have been replaced 
by the reality of child marriage. Arrests if women and girls leave their home without a male chaperone. 


Protect all Afghans 
“T reiterate my call for the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms of all Afghans, especially 
women and girls.” 


Mr. Korési urged the Taliban to ensure the safety of all Afghans — regardless of gender, ethnicity, religion 
or politics — protection for journalists and civil society members, and the unhindered delivery of aid. 


Amid the economic meltdown, he pointed out the shocking fact that narcotics constitute the biggest sector 
in the country, with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, revealing a 32 per cent growth in illegal opium 
cultivation. 


“We know where these drugs are sent. And we know who profits from these drugs. The threat from drug 
trafficking is linked with the threat of terrorism, regional and global security.” 


Get serious 

He said Taliban leaders needed to engage in serious dialogue about counter-terrorism to reverse the flow 
of foreign extremists into the country — and prevent their own from becoming foreign terrorist fighters 
elsewhere. 


“Afghanistan must never again become a breeding ground and safe haven for terrorists. I call on the 
Taliban, other Afghans and members of the international community to cooperate with the Special 
Representative (for UN Assistance Mission, UNAMA) as she implements the Mission’s mandate. 


After debating the resolution, it was adopted by the General Assembly with 116 votes for, and 10 
abstentions — Belarus, Burundi, China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Ethiopia, Guinea, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia and Zimbabwe. 


HEADLINE | 11/12 UN: terrorism intensifying across Africa 


ps://moderndiplomacy.eu/2022/11/12/terrorism-intensifying 
GIST The growth of terrorism is a major threat to international peace and security, currently felt most keenly in 
Africa, the deputy UN chief told the Security Council on Thursday. “Terrorists and violent extremists 


including Da’esh, Al-Qaida and their affiliates have exploited instability and conflict to increase their 
activities and intensify attacks across the continent”, Amina Mohammed said on behalf of Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres. 


“Their senseless, terror-fuelled violence has killed and wounded thousands and many more continue to 
suffer from the broader impact of terrorism on their lives and livelihoods”. 


Spreading terror 
With misogyny at the core of many terrorist groups’ ideology, women and girls in particular, are bearing 
the brunt of insecurity and inequality. 


And over the last two years, some of the most violent affiliates of Da’esh have expanded, increasing 
their presence in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger as well as southward into the Gulf of Guinea. 


“Terrorist and violent extremist groups aggravate instability and human suffering. And they can plunge a 
country emerging from war back into the depths of conflict”, reminded the senior UN official. 


Threatening States 

Meanwhile, terrorists, non-State armed groups and criminal networks often pursue different agendas and 
strategies, fuelled by smuggling, human trafficking and other methods of illicit financing — sometimes 
impersonating legitimate armed forces. 


And as digital tools spread hate and disinformation, terrorists and other criminal groups are exploiting 
inter-communal tensions and food insecurity triggered by climate change. 


Globalization of terrorism 
In today’s hyper-connected world, Ms. Mohammed remined that the spread of terrorism in Africa is “not a 
concern for African Member States alone”. 


“The challenge belongs to us all. Countering international terrorism requires effective multilateral 
responses”, she flagged. 


From the climate emergency to armed conflict and poverty and inequality to lawless cyberspace, and the 
uneven recovery from COVID-19, she also pointed out that terrorism is converging with other threats. 


For a holistic, comprehensive approach, the deputy UN chief cited the New Agenda for Peace — part of 
the Our Common Agenda repott. 


Amidst increasing polarization, she maintained that it proposes ways to address risks and revitalize our 
collective peace and security system. 


Pushing back on terror 
Outlining five suggestions to advance counter-terrorism efforts in Africa, Ms. Mohammed reminded that 
“prevention remains our best response’”’. 


“We must address the instability and conflict that can lead to terrorism in the first place, as well as the 
conditions exploited by terrorists in pursuit of their agendas”. 


Secondly, she called for community-based, gender-sensitive “whole-of-society” approaches. 
Noting “complex links between terrorism, patriarchy and gender-based violence”, she said counter- 
terrorism policies needed to be “strengthened by the meaningful participation and leadership of women 


and girls”. 


She underscored in her third point that “countering terrorism can never be an excuse for violating human 
rights or international law” as it would “only set us back”. 


Fourth, she stressed to importance of regional organisations which can address challenges posed by 
terrorist and violent extremist groups in the local context. 


Finally, Ms. Mohamed called for “sustained and predictable funding” to prevent and counter terrorism. 


From economic deprivation to organized crime and governance challenges, “the magnitude of the problem 
calls for bold investment”, she told ambassadors. 


In closing, the Deputy Secretary-General welcomed the planned October 2023 Summit on 
counterterrorism in Africa as an opportunity to consider ways to strengthen the UN’s efforts across the 
continent overall. 


She expressed confidence that today’s debate would offer insights for the summit, and “help to build 
peaceful, stable communities and societies across the continent”. 


Restoring authority: Ghanaian President 

Chairing the meeting with his country assuming the presidency of the Council for November, Ghanaian 
President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, attested to the importance of restoring effective State 
authority and promoting inclusive governance across the continent. He also urged the Council to support 
AU-led counter-terror operations, including with predictable funding. 


African Union (AU) Commission Chair, Moussa Faki Mahamat, drew attention in his briefing, to the daily 
physical and psychological damage caused by terrorism and reminded that conventional responses and old 
models are no longer relevant to counter evolving threats on the ground. 


And as terrorism extends to new parts of the continent, Benedikta von Seherr-Thoss, Managing Director 
for Common Security and Defence Policy and Crisis Response with the European Union’s diplomatic 
wing (European External Action Service) noted the need for security support while underscoring the role 
of sustainable development for nourishing peace. 


Comfort Ero, President and CEO of the International Crisis Group, also briefed the Council, and 
maintained that technical and military solutions would not end terrorist threats on their own, calling for a 
new counter-terror toolkit that includes more dialogue with armed groups and can promote local ceasefire 
arrangements. 


[Betton 
HEADLINE | 11/12 Gitmo prisoner’s condition deteriorates 


SOURCE olitics/quantanamo-iraqi-prisoner-surger 
GIST The military has rushed a surgical team to Guantanamo Bay to potentially conduct emergency spine 
surgery on an Iraqi prisoner who has undergone several operations at the base in Cuba, according to 


lawyers familiar with the case. 


Lawyers for the prisoner, Abd al-Hadi al-lragi, who is in his 60s, argue that the small base hospital may not 
be properly equipped for such a delicate surgery, and propose that he be medically evacuated. 


Pentagon officials declined to comment on what lawyers describe as a sudden deterioration of the spine of 
Mr. Hadi, including claims in legal filings that the neurosurgeon who has handled his case is unable to 
conduct this latest surgery because he has Covid-19. 


Nor would they confirm claims in the filings that a CT scanner needed for preoperative imaging is broken. 
The military had also been leasing a magnetic imaging device for a better look at the spine of Mr. Hadi, 
whose disc disease has progressed during his years in U.S. military custody — but earlier legal filings 
noted that the M.R.I. machine had been damaged during transport to Guantanamo Bay and needed to be 
replaced. 


“Performing a surgery without adequate diagnostic testing and imaging is, simply put, malpractice,” the 
lawyers said in a two-page notice filed with Mr. Hadi’s military judge on Nov. 10. 


It cast the Navy hospital at Guantanamo Bay as functioning “in substandard conditions” and said the 
prisoner would be better cared for at the Walter Reed military hospital outside Washington, D.C., or at the 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, a U.S. military facility in Germany that treats battlefield evacuees. 
Guantanamo’s hospital is generally not equipped to handle complex cases and, with the exception of life- 
threatening emergencies, routinely airlifts patients to the United States for care. 


By law, the 35 men held prisoner there are forbidden from entering the United States. 


Mr. Hadi has pleaded guilty to committing war crimes in Afghanistan in 2003 and 2004 as a frontline 
commander of Taliban and Al Qaeda insurgents in a deal that postponed his sentencing until 2024, 
allowing time for his lawyers and other U.S. officials find a country to offer him resettlement and provide 
him with health care. 


There is little his judge, Air Force Lt. Col. Mark F. Rosenow, can do, aside from asking for regular 
briefings from the military on his care and condition. Judges at the war court have no authority to 
intervene in the functioning of the prison, other than suspending proceedings or dismissing charges as a 
remedy for government wrongdoing or passivity. 


Lt. Col. Cesar H. Santiago, a Pentagon spokesman for Guantanamo policy, invoked “privacy 
considerations” and declined to confirm the lawyers’ accounts. Without specifying at what level, he said 
the Defense Department “is closely monitoring the situation.” 


Mr. Hadi, who says his real name is Nashwan al-Tamir, suffers from degenerative spinal disease that was 
deemed acute in 2017 when guards discovered him incontinent in his cell. The Pentagon rushed a 
neurosurgical team to the base before the arrival of Hurricane Irma for the first of five spine-related 
surgeries in nine months — four on his spine and one to address a life-threatening blood clot that followed 
one of those operations. 


Mr. Hadi now relies on a wheelchair and a walker inside the prison, and a padded geriatric chair for 
support in court. Guards also keep a hospital bed inside the courtroom where he has slept when heavy 
painkillers caused him to nod off. 


Earlier this year, doctors recommended he undergo a fifth operation on his spine. In June, the chief 
medical officer evaluating detainee health care at Guantanamo, Capt. Corry Kucik of the Navy, testified 
that the base hospital facilities lacked adequate facilities and technology to reliably conduct the operation, 
and that some surgeons might not want to risk their license doing it. 


11/11 Belgium stabbing suspect on extremist list 
https://apnews.com/article/europe-police-terrorism-brussels-25e1413f9200f7a6e6674fa45d2c8ef5 


GIST BRUSSELS (AP) — Belgian authorities said Friday that the lone assailant who killed one police officer 
and wounded another in a stabbing attack had been on a counterterrorism list of potential extremists. 


The Belgian suspect, who had served six years in prison for common-law crimes, had gone to a police 
station early Thursday to express hatred for them, but couldn’t be arrested before he launched his stabbing 
attack on two police officers that evening. 


“The man was on the list of OCAD,” said federal prosecution magistrate Eric Van Der Sypt, referring to 
the organization that assesses the terrorism threats in Belgium. 


Van der Sypt said the suspect shouted “Allahu akbar,” the Arabic phrase for “God is great,” during the 
stabbing attack, which occurred around the usually busy Brussels Nord station just after evening rush hour. 


The suspect was identified as Yassine M, born in Brussels in 1990. His common-law crimes put him 
behind bars between 2013 and 2019. 


On Friday, he faced charges of “murder and attempted murder within a terrorist context,” Van der Sypt 
said. 


Brussels prosecutor spokeswoman Sarah Durant said the suspect had made “unhinged remarks” during a 
discussion with officers hours before the attack. Since he voluntarily asked for psychological help, he 
wasn’t arrested and was instead sent to a hospital, which he left soon after. 


After the stabbings, the suspect was almost immediately shot and wounded by another police officer who 
had rushed to the scene. The condition of the attacker wasn’t disclosed, but authorities said that he was 
still hospitalized Friday and unable to be interrogated. 


Belgian authorities kept the overall terrorist threat level at two out of a possible four, meaning the risk of 
an attack was “medium.” 


Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo posted a message of condolences to the family and friends of 
the dead officer. 


“Our police officers risk their lives every day to ensure the safety of our citizens,” he said. “Today’s 
tragedy demonstrates this once again.” 


Interior Minister Annelies Verlinden said she was in contact with the Brussels mayor, police chief and 
security services to coordinate the response to the attack. 


“Such violence against our people is unacceptable,” she said. 
Authorities came under immediate criticism for not arresting the suspect when he made his initial threats 
to the police early Thursday, but Durant said procedures stipulate that he had to be taken by police to a 


hospital since he had asked for psychological help himself. 


“Police remained there until hospital staff took over,” she said. A few hours later, when police checked on 
his whereabouts, “it appears that the person had left the hospital.” 


The attack touched a nerve in a nation that has been hit by several attacks in the past decade, including 
suicide bombings in 2016 that killed 32 people and injured hundreds more in the Brussels subway and 
airport. 


Suspicious, Unusual 
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11/13 Inspired ‘The Terminal’; dies in Paris airport 


GIST 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/13/world/europe/mehran-karimi-nasseri-dead.html 
Mehran Karimi Nasseri, an Iranian refugee who lived for 18 years in Charles de Gaulle Airport in Paris 
and whose intriguing tale inspired the Steven Spielberg 2004 film “The Terminal,” died on Saturday in the 
same airport where he spent so much of his life. 


Mr. Nasseri, who was in his late 70s, died of a heart attack in Terminal 2F at about noon, a representative 
for the airport said in a statement. His exact age was not immediately known. 


Mr. Nasseri’s attachment to the airport persisted until his final days. He had been staying at a nursing 
home this year, but returned to the airport in mid-September “to live as a homeless person in the public 
space of the airport,” the representative said. 


With his trimmed mustache and soft voice, Mr. Nasseri became a peculiar fixture in Terminal | of the 
bustling airport as he hauled piles of his belongings, stacked neatly on a luggage cart. He resided in the 


airport from 1988 to 2006, initially because of legal hurdles to proving his refugee status, and later by 
choice. 


He lived between a pizzeria and an electronics store, planting himself on a red plastic bench that he made 
his home. On a coffee table, he had a hand mirror; an electric shaver, which he used every morning; and a 
collection of press clippings that told of his status as an odd figure in France. 


His days were punctuated by the rhythm of flights, and by the presence of travelers, whose numbers 
swelled in the morning and dwindled at night, leaving him mostly alone to sleep on his preferred curved 
bench. Airport employees would routinely give him their meal coupons, and flight attendants would give 
him toiletries left over by first-class passengers. 


The New York Times Magazine noted in a 2003 profile of Mr. Nasseri that he seemed “both settled — and 
ready to go.” 


“T realize I am famous,” Mr. Nasseri said in that article. “I wasn’t interesting until I came here.” 


His story became a bizarre tale in immigration history, and some details about his background proved 
difficult to pin down because of his changing claims about his origins. (In the same article, he denied that 
he was Iranian and deflected questions about his childhood in Tehran.) 


Airport officials said they had confirmed that Mr. Nasseri was born in Iran, in the town of Masjid-i- 
Sulaiman, in 1945. 


Early on, he had said he was expelled from his homeland for antigovernment activity in 1977 because, as a 
student in England, he protested against the government of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. When he 
returned to Iran, he found himself imprisoned and, soon, exiled. 


He bounced around Europe for a few years with temporary refugee papers before arriving in Belgium, 
where he was given official refugee status in 1981. Mr. Nasseri traveled to Britain and France without 
difficulty until 1988, when he arrived at Charles de Gaulle Airport with a one-way ticket to London, a few 
clothes, about $500 and no passport. 


He told airport authorities that his papers had been stolen at a Paris train station. Waiving the usual rules, 
the authorities let him fly to Heathrow Airport in London. But there, British immigration officials refused 
to let him enter the country, and he was returned to Charles de Gaulle. 


Mr. Nasseri could not prove who he was or offer proof of his refugee status, so he moved into a holding 
area in the airport for travelers without papers. 


He was there for days, and then weeks and months. As the months turned into years, and Mr. Nasseri 
became trapped in a legal twilight zone. In the 1990s, French authorities insisted that Mr. Nasseri was on 
French soil illegally, but they could not deport him because no country would accept him. 


In 1999, he got permission to leave the airport and go wherever he wished in Europe. But he did not want 
to go anywhere, the airport’s medical director told The Times that year, because he was “scared to leave 
this bubble world” that he had been living in. 


“Finally getting the papers has been a huge shock to him, as if he was just thrown from his horse,” Dr. 
Philippe Bargain, the airport’s medical director, said. “When you wait 11 years for something and 
suddenly in a few minutes you sign some papers and it’s done — imagine what a shock that is.” 


He had made a home at Charles de Gaulle: Airport employees would call him Alfred or Sir,Alfred, a 
nickname rooted in a mistake that appeared in a letter from British immigration officials. He would wash 
up in the passenger bathrooms and take his clothes to the cleaner at the airport. 


As his story spread throughout French news media and then to outlets across the world, reporters noticed 
the enthusiasm with which Mr. Nasseri would speak about the airport. 


While the airport could not forcibly move or repatriate Mr. Nasseri because of a number of international 
refugee statutes at the time, his residence there appeared to depend on the kindness of strangers. People 
who heard his story sent him money in the mail. A traveler once gave him a sleeping bag and a camping 
mattress. 


In the Spielberg film, Tom Hanks plays a refugee who is rendered stateless and becomes stuck in New 
York at Kennedy Airport after a military coup in his fictional homeland. 


Charles de Gaulle Airport said in its statement on Sunday that its entire staff and community had cared for 
Mr. Nasseri “as much as possible for many years.” 


But the airport noted that “we would have preferred that he find a real shelter, as he was suffering from 
psychological problems.” 


Still, it appeared that Mr. Nasseri was content with his surroundings, living inside a place associated with 
freedom and frustration. 


“The airport is not bad,” Mr. Nasseri told The Times in 1999. “It is very active and functions every day. I 
see different passengers every week from all over the world.” 
Return to Top 


11/13 TSA: screening missteps in box cutters 


SOURCE fo al 

GIST Mistakes in screening procedures by Transportation Security Administration employees allowed a 
passenger to bring two box cutters aboard a Frontier Airlines flight from Cincinnati to Tampa, Fla., the 
agency said on Sunday. 


The passenger, a man, approached a T.S.A. checkpoint at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International 
Airport with two backpacks around 5:30 p.m. local time on Friday. 


Video footage from a review of the incident showed the man putting the backpacks and loose items in a 
bin for screening. The T.S.A. uses CT technology that creates a 3-D image that can be rotated and 


analyzed, Patricia Mancha, a spokeswoman for the agency, said. 


Ms. Mancha said that the “image review capabilities of the CT were not fully used” and that the 


passenger’s two box cutters were not identified during the screening. 


The passenger’s belongings were flagged for a further search, although it was unclear why, and one of the 
box cutters was then discovered. In violation of T.S.A. policy, this box cutter was returned to the 
passenger after its blades were removed. 


“This is contrary to standard operating procedure, which requires these items to be placed in checked bags 
or voluntarily abandoned,” Ms. Mancha said. “The backpack containing the other box cutter, and the 
remainder of the traveler’s property, was screened for explosives, but the box cutter was not discovered.” 


The T.S.A., which has authority over security and passenger screening at U.S. airports, prohibits box 
cutters in the cabin. The items are allowed in checked luggage. 


The T.S.A. workers involved in the incident have been placed in a “training status for remediation on CT 
image review and physical search procedures,” Ms. Mancha said. The T.S.A. will conduct additional 
training on CT screenings in Kentucky and briefings on the incident for all screening employees 
nationwide. 


Aboard the flight, the passenger threatened to stab passengers and crew members, said Tim Turner, a 
spokesman for Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. The plane was diverted to the Atlanta 
airport, where the passenger, who was not publicly identified, was taken into custody by the police, a 
Frontier spokeswoman said in an email. 


Larry Cumberbatch, a passenger on the flight, said that he tried to talk to the man and de-escalate the 
situation after a woman seated next to the man notified flight attendants of the threat a little less than an 
hour after takeoff. 


“She was saying he said he wanted to slice somebody and showed the weapon, sliding the blade in,” Mr. 
Cumberbatch, of Dayton, Ohio, said on Sunday. 


Mr. Cumberbatch described approaching the man, who was seated before he began pacing at the back of 
the plane. Before long, the pilot announced that the flight would be landing soon, with no word that the 
plane would be headed to Atlanta instead of Tampa, the original destination, Mr. Cumberbatch said. 


After the plane landed and most of the other passengers exited, the man with the box cutter attempted to 
leave, Mr. Cumberbatch said, adding that he heard a scuffle at the front of the plane. He said that another 
passenger had tackled the man and that police officers arrived swiftly after. 


The Atlanta Police Department said it had helped the Federal Bureau of Investigation detain the man and 
referred questions to the bureau. The F.B.I. declined to comment on Sunday. 


Federal prosecutors are investigating with the T.S.A. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District 
of Georgia could not be immediately reached for comment on Sunday. 


a 
11/13 New Zealand targets cow burps 


ps://www.seattletimes.com/business/new-zealand-targets-cow-burps-to-help-reduce-qlobal-warming/ 
GIST PALMERSTON NORTH, New Zealand (AP) — How do you stop a cow from burping? 


It might sound like the start of a humorous riddle, but it’s the subject of a huge scientific inquiry in New 
Zealand. And the answer could have profound effects on the health of the planet. 


More specifically, the question is how to stop cows, sheep and other farm animals from belching out so 
much methane, a gas which doesn’t last as long as carbon dioxide in the atmosphere but is at least 25 times 
more potent when it comes to global warming. 


Because cows can’t readily digest the grass they eat, they ferment it first in multiple stomach 


compartments, or rumen, a process that releases huge amounts of gas. Every time somebody eats a beef 
burger or drinks a milkshake, it comes at an environmental cost. 


New Zealand scientists are coming up with some surprising solutions that could put a big dent in those 
emissions. Among the more promising are selective breeding, genetically modified feed, methane 
inhibitors, and a potential game-changer — a vaccine. 


Nothing is off the table, from feeding the animals more seaweed to giving them a kombucha-style 
probiotic called “Kowbucha.” One British company has even developed a wearable harness for cows that 
oxidizes methane as it’s burped out. 


In New Zealand, the research has taken on a new urgency. Because farming is central to the economy, 
about half of the nation’s greenhouse gas emissions come from farms, compared to less than 10% in the 
U.S. New Zealand’s 5 million people are outnumbered by 26 million sheep and 10 million cattle. 


As part of a push to become carbon neutral, New Zealand’s government has promised to reduce methane 
emissions from farm animals by up to 47% by 2050. 


Last month the government announced a plan to begin taxing farmers for animal burps, a world-first move 
that has angered many farmers. All sides are hoping they might catch a break from science. 


Much of the research is taking place at a Palmerston North campus, which some have jokingly taken to 
calling Gumboot Valley, in a nod to Silicon Valley. 


“T don’t believe there’s any other place that has the breadth of ambition that New Zealand has in terms of 
the range of technologies being investigated in any one place,” said Peter Janssen, a principal scientist at 
AgResearch, a government-owned company that employs about 900 people. 


Underpinning the research are studies indicating that reducing methane doesn’t need to harm the animals 
or affect the quality of the milk or meat. Janssen said the microbes that live in the animals and produce 
methane seem to be opportunistic rather than integral to digestion. 


He’s been working on developing a vaccine for the past 15 years and has focused intensively on it for the 
past five years. He said it has the potential to reduce the amount of methane belched by cows by 30% or 
more. 


“T certainly believe it’s going to work, because that’s the motivation for doing it,” he said. 


A vaccine would stimulate an animal’s immune system to produce antibodies, which would then dampen 
the output of the methane-producing microbes. One big upside of a vaccine is that it would likely only 
need to be administered once a year, or even perhaps even once in an animal’s lifetime. 


Working in a similar way, inhibitors are compounds administered to the animals that directly dampen the 
methane microbes. 


Inhibitors could also reduce methane by at least 30% and perhaps by up to 90%, according to Janssen. The 
challenge is that the compounds need to be safe for animal consumption and not pass through the meat or 
milk to humans. Inhibitors must also be regularly administered. 


Both inhibitors and vaccines are some years away from being market ready, Janssen said. 


But other technologies such as selective breeding, which could reduce methane output by 15%, will be 
rolled out onto sheep farms as early as next year, Janssen said. A similar program for cows may not be too 
far behind. 


Scientists have for years been testing sheep in chambers to chart differences in how much methane they 
belch. The low-emitters have been bred and produced low-emitting offspring. Scientists have also been 
tracking genetic characteristics common to low-emitting animals that make them readily identifiable. 


“T think one of the areas that New Zealand scientists, particularly, have made some great progress is in this 
whole area of animal breeding,” said Sinead Leahy, the principal science advisor at the New Zealand 
Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre. “And particularly, a lot of research has been done into 
breeding low emissions sheep.” 


Another target is the feed that animals eat, which scientists believe has the potential for reducing methane 
output by 20% to 30%. 


At one greenhouse on the campus, scientists are developing genetically modified clover. Visitors must 
wear booties and medical scrubs and avoid putting down objects to prevent any cross-contamination. 


The scientists explain that because New Zealand farm animals eat outside in fields most of the time rather 
than in barns, methane-reducing feed additives like Bovaer, developed by Dutch company DSM, aren’t as 
useful. 


Instead, they are looking to genetically modify the ryegrass and white clover that the New Zealand animals 
predominantly eat. 


With the clover, scientists have found a way to increase tannins, which helps block methane production. 


“What this team has done is they’ ve actually identified, through their research, a master switch that 
switches on condensed tannins in the leaves,” said Linda Johnson, a science group manager at 
AgResearch. 


Laboratory analysis indicates the modified clover reduces methane production by 15% to 19%, Johnson 
said. 


The clover program goes hand-in-hand with a ryegrass program. 


Richard Scott, an AgResearch senior scientist, said they have been able to increase the oil levels in 
ryegrass leaves by about 2%, which studies indicate should translate to a 10% drop in methane emissions. 


But like the inhibitors and vaccine, the feed program is still some years away from being farm ready. 
Scientists have completed controlled tests in the U.S. and are planning a bigger field trial in Australia. 


However, New Zealand has strict rules that ban most genetically modified crops, a regulatory barrier that 
the scientists will need to overcome if they are to introduce the modified feed to the nation’s farms. 


In other research, dairy company Fonterra is trialing its probiotic Kowbucha concoction and British 
company Zelp is continuing to trial and refine its wearable harnesses. Other trials have indicated that a red 
seaweed called Asparagopsis reduces methane when eaten by cows. 


But farmers aren’t waiting around for all the research to come to fruition. On the Kaiwaiwai Dairies farm 
near the town of Featherston, farmer Aidan Bichan said they’ve been reducing their methane output by 
getting more efficient. 


He said that includes increasing the milk production from each cow, using less processed feed, and 
replacing milking cows less frequently. 


“At a farm level, we’ve got to do our bit to help save the planet,” Bichan said. 


11/11 ‘Dark ships’ emerge Nord Stream mystery 


SOURCE | https://www.wired.com/story/nord-stream-pipeline-explosion-dark-ships/#intcid=_wired-verso-h 
389b2248-fba1-4f7f-b65e-a2ea43702e76_popular4-1 
GIST THE FIRST GAS leaks on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline in the Baltic Sea were detected in the early hours 
of September 26, pouring up to 400,000 tons of methane into the atmosphere. Officials 
immediately suspected sabotage of the international pipeline. New analysis seen by WIRED shows that 
two large ships, with their trackers off, appeared around the leak sites in the days immediately before they 
were detected. 


According to the analysis by satellite data monitoring firm SpaceKnow, the two “dark ships,” each 
measuring around 95 to 130 meters long, passed within several miles of the Nord Stream 2 leak sites. “We 
have detected some dark ships, meaning vessels that were of a significant size, that were passing through 
that area of interest,” says Jerry Javornicky, the CEO and cofounder of SpaceKnow. “They had their 


beacons off, meaning there was no information about their movement, and they were trying to keep their 
location information and general information hidden from the world,” Javornicky adds. 


The discovery, which was made by analyzing images from multiple satellites, is likely to further increase 
speculation about the cause of the blasts. Multiple countries investigating the incident believe the Nord 
Stream 1 and 2 pipelines were rocked by a series of explosions, with many suspicions directed at Russia as 
its full-scale invasion of Ukraine continues. (Russia has denied its involvement.) Once SpaceKnow 
identified the ships, it reported its findings to officials at NATO, who are investigating the Nord Stream 
incidents. Javornicky says NATO officials asked the company to provide more information. 


NATO spokesperson Oana Lungescu says it does not comment on the “details of our support or the 
sources used” but confirmed that NATO believes the incident was a “deliberate and irresponsible act of 
sabotage” and it has increased its presence in the Baltic and North Seas. However, a NATO official, who 
did not have permission to speak publicly, confirmed to WIRED that NATO had received SpaceKnow’s 
data and said satellite imagery can prove useful for its investigations. 


To detect the ships, Javornicky says, the company scoured 90 days of archived satellite images for the 
area. The company analyzes images from multiple satellite systems—including paid and free services— 
and uses machine learning to detect objects within them. This includes the ability to monitor roads, 
buildings, and changes in landscapes. "We have 38 specific algorithms that can detect military 
equipment," Javornicky says, adding that SpaceKnow’s system can detect specific models of aircraft on 
landing strips. 


Once it gathered archive images of the area, SpaceKnow created a series of polygons around the gas leak 
sites. The smallest of these, around 400 square meters, covered the immediate blast area, and larger areas 
of interest covered several kilometers. In the weeks leading up to the explosions, SpaceKnow detected 25 
ships passing through the region, from “cargo ships to multipurpose larger ships,” Javornicky says. In 
total, 23 of these vessels had their automatic identification system (AIS) transponders turned on. Two did 
not have AIS data turned on, and these ships passed the area during the days immediately ahead of the 
leaks being detected. 


By international law, large ships are required to install and use AIS. This vessel tracking system was 
created to help ships navigate and avoid potential collisions with other vessels. When turned on, AIS will 
broadcast a ship’s name, location, the direction of travel, speed, and other information. 


It is relatively rare for ships to turn off their AIS transponders. Ships that “go dark” are often suspected of 
being involved in illegal fishing or modern slavery, with officials in Europe previously investigating ships 
that are believed to have turned off their AIS transponders. “It would not be common practice [to have AIS 
turned off], unless the vessels have a classified military mission or they would have some clandestine 
objectives, because the Baltic Sea is one of the busiest seas in the world in terms of commercial traffic,” 
says Otto Tabuns, the director of the Baltic Security Foundation, an NGO that focuses on the region. 


Tabuns says the Baltic Sea has multiple main “arteries” where ships travel and it is “responsible” for ships 
in the area to have their AIS trackers turned on. Collisions at sea can be deadly and environmentally 
ruinous. “There are many places in the [Baltic] sea that are not navigable for bigger ships,” Tabuns says. 
“There are also some areas that are not recommended or where it is prohibited to ship because of the 
heritage of World War Two.” Decades-old wartime submarines and munitions litter the Baltic Sea’s floor. 


SpaceKnow detected the ships that had AIS turned off using synthetic aperture radar (SAR) images from 
satellites. Most satellites observing Earth take photos of what’s beneath them; others, however, also use 
SAR to bounce radio waves off the ground and create images from them. Andrey Kurekin, a coastal ocean 
color scientist at the Plymouth Marine Laboratory who has analyzed satellite images for detecting objects 
at sea, says SAR technology can be useful for detecting ships, as it shows reflections from metal objects. 
“They are shown as bright objects in SAR images,” Kurekin says. 


Kurekin says SAR images can be used to identify the longitude and latitude coordinates of a ship, the 
direction it is heading, and potentially to estimate its speed. “The main advantage of SAR over optical 
sensors is that the microwaves penetrate through clouds,” Kurekin says. The images are less impacted by 
the weather and can also provide visibility at night. “It's quite difficult to hide a ship from a SAR sensor,” 
Kurekin adds. 


SAR images of the dark ships shared with WIRED show the vessels as glowing objects, not far from the 
explosion site around Nord Stream 2. “We assume it was one of those two dark ships that we have 
detected, but we're not making any decision,” Javornicky says. He says the company is not in the business 
of determining what may have happened or who is responsible but instead provided the data to authorities. 


Kurekin cautions that AIS tracking systems onboard ships can, at times, fail. The signal from AIS could 
stop communicating with satellites or receivers on land, Kurekin says, adding that the signal can be 
impacted by the weather too. “If there is a vessel that you can see in SAR image but it's not reported by the 
AIS system, it does not necessarily mean that there's something wrong with this vessel,” Kurekin says. 


Signals from AIS transponders can also be manipulated—warships have had their AIS data spoofed, and 
ships around Russia and the Black Sea have vanished from trackers in recent years. 


While there are multiple ongoing investigations into the explosions, determining the full picture of what 
happened may take some time. Police in Copenhagen said its initial investigations have determined that 
“powerful explosions” caused “extensive damage” to the pipes. Images taken from around the exploded 
sections of the pipe appear to show that at least 50 meters of the pipeline were destroyed in the explosions. 


In an email, the Swedish security service, Sakerhetspolisen, said that due to “secrecy” around its 
operations, it could not discuss its investigation or whether it was looking at satellite data. However, 
agency spokesperson Gabriel Wernstedt says the organization is conducting a “criminal investigation of 
gross sabotage” around both the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipes. “Certain seizures were made during the onsite 
investigations that are being analyzed,” Wernstedt says. In public statements, Sakerhetspolisen 

has confirmed denotations happened at the pipes and that the Swedish armed forces are involved in the 


investigations. 


However, while the investigations are ongoing, there appear to be difficulties between the countries that 
are looking into the incident, which could slow the process. While Sweden says it is working with 
investigators in Germany and Denmark, the official leading its investigation has rejected plans to form a 
joint investigation. 


Tabuns says he hopes that the incident will act as motivation for countries to work on better ways to share 
intelligence, particularly as Sweden and Finland apply to join NATO. Each country will have its own 
levels of classification for information and systems where it collects intelligence—these may often not be 
compatible, Tabuns says. However, he adds that the events should see countries look at increasing the 
“integration of existing national systems so that there would be real-time information sharing for any 
response.” 


11/42 AG warns: Leda Health at-home rape kits 


SOURCE | https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/washington-attorney-general-at-home-rape-kits/281-70cfaf2b-41f0- 
47cc-bee7-63733c8c4d5f 

GIST SEATTLE — Washington’s Attorney General Bob Ferguson is sounding the alarm on a company that’s 
marketing at-home rape kits to college students. 


“T find this company so predatory and dangerous,” said Leah Griffin. 


Griffin is a sexual assault survivor and advocate who fought to get laws passed to clear the state’s rape kit 
backlog, and she’s now fighting to stop Leda Health from offering its self-administered “early evidence 
kits” to survivors in the state. 


The company partnered with Kappa Delta sorority at UW earlier this year. 


“What they're selling is a Q-tip in a box. They're not selling a way to gather urine, or blood or any of the 
other evidence you need,” said Griffin. 


Griffin said the at-home kits eliminate survivors' access to needed specialized healthcare. 


Washington’s Attorney General sent the company a cease and desist letter which said it violates the state’s 
Consumer Protection Act. 


“It’s very problematic the way they advertise their services,” said Attorney General Bob Ferguson. 


Leda Health’s website said it’s an additive option to sexual assault kits conducted in a hospital setting and 
it encourages survivors to seek in-person emergency care. 


“To really pray on an individual who's gone through a traumatic experience and exploit that for financial 
gain is pretty bad,” said Ferguson. 


Ferguson said it’s misleading survivors into believing the kits have evidentiary value. 


“What's critical is that evidence for a trial. If you do this at home it doesn't have the chain of custody that's 
required to be evidence at a trial. You have to go to a hospital and have this done by an expert,” said 
Ferguson. 


Ferguson said sexual assault test kits performed by SANE nurses are trained to properly store evidence to 
avoid spoilation or contamination. 


Ferguson said evidence from kits administered by a medical professional can only be submitted to the 
state’s crime lab by law enforcement, and since Leda’s kits are self-administered they are ineligible for 
testing by Washington’s crime lab and not uploaded to a DNA database. 


Ferguson said self-administered tests have never been successfully introduced in Washington courts. 


The company’s website said it does not guarantee admissibility and said all evidence is subject to scrutiny 
in court. 


The AG’s letter also said the company suggests medical charges get in the way of survivors seeking help 
without noting sexual assault exams in Washington state are free. 


“Under Washington state law that service is free in Washington state. We want survivors to come forward 
to go to a hospital and have this done,” said Ferguson. 


“To allow this company to profit off of fear and misunderstanding would be a disservice to the work that 
we've done and set us back,” said Griffin. 


Leda Health sent this statement regarding the AG's letter: 


"As a survivor-founded organization, the wellbeing of survivors is our top priority. Our kits have been in 
development for over two years and we have collaborated with lawyers, advocates, medical professionals, 
and survivors to provide a trauma-informed additive option in the wake of sexual assault. Approximately 
70% of sexual assault survivors never report to law enforcement or get medical care in the immediate 
aftermath of their victimization. Leda encourages survivors to seek out in-person care, but cannot make 


them. Each survivor makes their own choice about what actions to take and what care to seek. In addition 
to kits, Leda offers STI testing, emergency contraception, educational workshops, and a 24/7 care team. 
We are also working on providing toxicology screening." 


A representative for the company went on to say, "We hope everyone can agree on a common goal of 
assisting all survivors, not just those who show up in an emergency room or report to law enforcement. 
We hope to work in partnership with Washington State to provide additional options to reach 100% of 
survivors, to ensure no one walks their journey to healing alone or without care." 

Return to Top 


11/12 Chinese cursing zero-Covid in Cantonese 


ps://www.cnn.com/2022/11/11/asia/quangzhou-cantonese-covid-dissent-intl-hnk-dst/index.html 
GIST Hong KongCNN — In many countries, cursing online about the government is so commonplace nobody 
bats an eye. But it’s not such an easy task on China’s heavily censored internet. 


That doesn’t appear to have stopped residents of Guangzhou from venting their frustration after their city — 
a global manufacturing powerhouse home to 19 million people — became the epicenter of a nationwide 
Covid outbreak, prompting lockdown measures yet again. 


“We had to lock down in April, and then again in November,” one resident posted on Weibo, China’s 
restricted version of Twitter, on Monday — before peppering the post with profanities that included 
references to officials’ mothers. “The government hasn’t provided subsidies — do you think my rent 
doesn’t cost money?” 


Other users left posts with directions that loosely translate to “go to hell,” while some accused authorities 
of “spouting nonsense” — albeit in less polite phrasing. 


Such colorful posts are remarkable not only because they represent growing public frustration at China’s 
unrelenting zero-Covid policy — which uses snap lockdowns, mass testing, extensive contact-tracing and 
quarantines to stamp out infections as soon as they emerge — but because they remain visible at all. 


Normally such harsh criticisms of government policies would be swiftly removed by the government’s 
army of censors, yet these posts have remained untouched for days. And that is, most likely, because they 
are written in language few censors will fully understand. 


These posts are in Cantonese, which originated in Guangzhou’s surrounding province of Guangdong and 
is spoken by tens of millions of people across Southern China. It can be difficult to decipher by speakers 
of Mandarin — China’s official language and the one favored by the government — especially in its written 
and often complex slang forms. 


And this appears to be just the latest example of how Chinese people are turning to Cantonese — an 
irreverent tongue that offers rich possibilities for satire — to express discontent toward their government 
without attracting the notice of the all-seeing censors. 


In September this year, US-based independent media monitoring organization China Digital Times noted 
numerous dissatisfied Cantonese posts slipping past censors in response to mass Covid testing 
requirements in Guangdong. 


“Perhaps because Weibo’s content censorship system has difficulty recognizing the spelling of Cantonese 
characters, many posts in spicy, bold and straightforward language still survive. But if the same content is 
written in Mandarin, it is likely to be blocked or deleted,” said the organization, which is affiliated with the 
University of California, Berkeley. 


In nearby Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong, anti-government demonstrators in 2019 often used Cantonese 
wordplay both for protest slogans and to guard against potential surveillance by mainland Chinese 
authorities. 


Now, Cantonese appears to be offering those fed-up with China’s continuous zero-Covid lockdowns an 
avenue for more subtle displays of dissent. 


Jean-Francois Dupré, an assistant professor of political science at Université TELUQ who has studied the 
language politics of Hong Kong, said the Chinese government’s shrinking tolerance for public criticism 
has pushed its critics to “innovate” in their communication. 


“Tt does seem that using non-Mandarin forms of communication could enable dissenters to evade online 
censorship, at least for some time,” Dupré said. 


“This phenomenon testifies to the regime’s lack of confidence and increasing paranoia, and of citizens’ 
continuing eagerness to resist despite the risks and hurdles.” 


Perfect for satire, and protest 

Though Cantonese shares much of its vocabulary and writing system with Mandarin, many of its slang 
terms, expletives and everyday phrases have no Mandarin equivalent. Its written form also sometimes 
relies on rarely used and archaic characters, or ones that mean something totally different in Mandarin, so 
Cantonese sentences can be difficult for Mandarin readers to understand. 


Compared to Mandarin, Cantonese is highly colloquial, often informal, and lends itself easily to wordplay 
— making it well-suited for inventing and slinging barbs. 


When Hong Kong was rocked by anti-government protests in 2019 — fueled in part by fears Beijing was 
encroaching on the city’s autonomy, freedoms and culture — these attributes of Cantonese came into sharp 
focus. 


“Cantonese was, of course, an important conveyor of political grievances during the 2019 protests,” Dupré 
said, adding that the language gave “a strong local flavor to the protests.” 


He pointed to how entirely new written characters were born spontaneously from the pro-democracy 
movement — including one that combined the characters for “freedom” with a popular profanity. 


Other plays on written characters illustrate the endless creativity of Cantonese, such as a stylized version 
of “Hong Kong” that, when read sideways, becomes “add oil” — a rallying cry in the protests. 


Protesters also found ways to protect their communications, wary that online chat groups — where they 
organized rallies and railed against the authorities — were being monitored by mainland agents. 


For example, because spoken Cantonese sounds different to spoken Mandarin, some people experimented 
with romanizing Cantonese — spelling out the sounds using the English alphabet — thereby making it 
virtually impossible to understand for a non-native speaker. 


And, while the protests died down after the Chinese government imposed a sweeping national security law 
in 2020, Cantonese continues to offer the city’s residents an avenue for expressing their unique local 
identity — something people have long feared losing as the city is drawn further under Beijing’s grip. 


Falling silent 

For some, using Cantonese to criticize the government seems particularly fitting given the central 
government has aggressively pushed for Mandarin to be used nationwide in education and daily life — for 
instance, in television broadcasts and other media — often at the expense of regional languages and 
dialects. 


These efforts turned into national controversy in 2010, when government officials suggested increasing 
Mandarin programming on the primarily-Cantonese Guangzhou Television channel — outraging residents, 
who took part in rare mass street rallies and scuffles with police. 


It’s not just Cantonese affected — many ethnic minorities have voiced alarm that the decline of their native 
languages could spell an end to cultures and ways of life they say are already under threat. 


In 2020, students and parents in Inner Mongolia staged mass school boycotts over a new policy that 
replaced the Mongolian language with Mandarin in elementary and middle schools. 


Similar fears have long existed in Hong Kong — and grew in the 2010s as more Mandarin-speaking 
mainlanders began living and working in the city. 


“Growing numbers of Mandarin-speaking schoolchildren have been enrolled in Hong Kong schools and 
been seen commuting between Shenzhen and Hong Kong on a daily basis,” Dupré said. “Through these 
encounters, the language shift that has been operating in Guangdong became quite visible to Hong Kong 
people.” 


He added that these concerns were heightened by local government policies that emphasized the role of 
Mandarin, and referred to Cantonese as a “dialect” — infuriating some Hong Kongers who saw the term as 
a snub and argued it should be referred to as a “language” instead. 


In the past decade, schools across Hong Kong have been encouraged by the government to switch to using 
Mandarin in Chinese lessons, while others have switched to teaching simplified characters — the written 
form preferred in the mainland — instead of the traditional characters used in Hong Kong. 


There was further outrage in 2019 when the city’s education chief suggested that continued use of 
Cantonese over Mandarin in the city’s schools could mean Hong Kong would lose its competitive edge in 
the future. 


“Given Hong Kong’s rapid economic and political integration, it wouldn’t be surprising to see Hong 
Kong’s language regime be brought in line with that of the mainland, especially where Mandarin 
promotion is concerned,” Dupré said. 


Speaking ‘without fear’ 

It’s not the first time people in the mainland have found ways around the censors. Many use emojis to 
represent taboo phrases, English abbreviations that represent Mandarin phrases, and images like cartoons 
and digitally altered photos, which are harder for censors to monitor. 


But these methods, by their very nature, have their limits. In contrast, for the fed-up residents of 
Guangzhou, Cantonese offers an endless linguistic landscape with which to lambast their leaders. 


It’s not clear whether these more subversive uses of Cantonese will encourage greater solidarity between 
its speakers in Southern China — or whether it could encourage the central government to further clamp 
down on the use of local dialects, Dupré said. 


For now though, many Weibo users have embraced the rare opportunity to voice frustration with China’s 
zero-Covid policy, which has battered the country’s economy, isolated it from the rest of the world, and 
disrupted people’s daily lives with the constant threat of lockdowns and unemployment. 


“T hope everyone can maintain their anger,” wrote one Weibo user, noting how most of the posts relating 
to the Guangzhou lockdowns were in Cantonese. 


“Watching Cantonese people scolding (authorities) on Weibo without getting caught,” another posted, 
using characters that signify laughter. 
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“Learn Cantonese well, and go across Weibo without fear.” 


11/41 Child labor found in meatpacking plants 


GIST 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/11/business/child-labor-meatpacking-plants.html 
One of the largest food safety companies in the United States illegally employed more than two dozen 
children in at least three meatpacking plants, several of whom suffered chemical burns from the corrosive 
cleaners they were required to use on overnight shifts, the Labor Department found. 


The department filed for an injunction in U.S. District Court in Nebraska on Wednesday against Packers 
Sanitation Services, which Judge John. M. Gerrard swiftly ordered on Thursday. The injunction requires 
the company to stop “employing oppressive child labor” and to comply with a Labor Department 
investigation into the practice. 


Packers, a cleaning and sanitation company based in Kieler, Wis., provides contract work at hundreds of 
slaughtering and meatpacking plants across the country. 


The Labor Department found that Packers employed at least 31 children, ranging in age from 13 to 17, 
who cleaned dangerous equipment with corrosive cleaners during overnight shifts at three slaughtering and 
meatpacking facilities: a Turkey Valley Farms plant in Marshall, Minn., and JBS USA plants in Grand 
Island, Neb., and Worthington, Minn. 


Their jobs included cleaning kill floors, meat- and bone-cutting saws, grinding machines and electric 
knives, according to court documents. The mix of boys and girls were not fluent English speakers and were 
interviewed mostly in Spanish, investigators said. 


The Labor Department found that several minors employed by the company, including one 13-year-old, 
suffered caustic chemical burns and other injuries. One 14-year-old, who worked from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
five to six days a week, suffered injuries from chemical burns from cleaning machines used to cut meat. 
School records showed that the student fell asleep in class or missed class because of the job at the plant. 


According to court documents, the Labor Department believes Packers may employ minor children under 
similar conditions at other plants. 


The Labor Department also accused the company of interfering with the investigation by intimidating 
minor workers to discourage them from cooperating, and of deleting and manipulating employment files. 


Packers “has an absolute company-wide prohibition against the employment of anyone under the age of 18 
and zero tolerance for any violation of that policy — period,” it said in a statement. The company denied 
the Labor Department’s accusation that it was not cooperating with the investigation. 


In a statement, Turkey Valley Farms said that it was taking the allegations “very seriously” and that it was 
“reviewing the matter internally.” 


“We expect all contractors to share our commitment to the health and safety of any individuals working in 
our facilities and to adhere to these principles that foster a safe work environment as well as to all 
applicable federal and state labor laws,” the company said. It added that it would “take all appropriate 
action” based on the outcome of the Labor Department’s investigation. 


JBS USA did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Friday. 
“Federal laws were established decades ago to prevent employers from profiting by putting children in 


harm’s way,” Michael Lazzeri, the regional administrator in the Labor Department’s Wage and Hour 
Division in Chicago, said in a statement. “Taking advantage of children, exposing them to workplace 


dangers — and interfering with a federal investigation — demonstrates Packers Sanitation Services Inc.’s 
flagrant disregard for the law and for the well-being of young workers.” 


Child labor rules prohibit minors under the age of 14 from working and prohibit 14- and 15-year-olds from 
working later than 9 p.m. over the summer and past 7 p.m. during the school year. They are also prohibited 
from working more than three hours on school days, more than eight hours on non-school days and more 
than 18 hours per week. Minors cannot operate motor vehicles, forklifts or other hazardous equipment. 


The Labor Department began investigating Packers in August when it received a referral from a law 
enforcement agency that the company was assigning hazardous work to minors. Investigators conducted 
surveillance, issued warrants for the company’s operation, subpoenaed school records and conducted 
interviews with “many minor children,” the department said. 
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11/12 Flight diverted; passenger w/box cutter 


ps://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/12/us/box-cutter-airline-passenger-tampa-cincinnati.html 
GIST A Frontier Airlines flight from Cincinnati to Tampa was diverted to Atlanta late Friday after a passenger 
was seen with a box cutter, the airline said. 


No injuries were reported, and the plane landed safely at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, 
where the passenger was taken into custody by the Atlanta police, Jennifer F. de la Cruz, a Frontier 
spokeswoman, said in an email. 


“All passengers have deplaned the aircraft and are being provided overnight hotel accommodations in 
Atlanta,” she said. “A new flight has been scheduled for tomorrow morning to transport passengers from 
Atlanta to their final destination of Tampa.” 


Tim Turner, a spokesman for the Atlanta airport, said that the passenger, a man whose name he did not 
know, had been threatening to stab passengers and crew members on the airplane. The authorities found 
the box cutter on the man after he was in custody, Mr. Turner said. 


Officials at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport, where the flight originated, could not 
immediately be reached late Friday. Messages left for the Atlanta Police Department were also not 
immediately returned late Friday. 


It was not immediately clear how the man had been able to get a box cutter onto the airplane. Messages 
left for the Transportation Security Administration, which has authority over security and passenger 
screening at U.S. airports, were not immediately replied to late Friday. 


Box cutters were prohibited on airplanes amid a security overhaul after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, when four domestic flights were commandeered by members of Al Qaeda wielding box cutters. 
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11/13 Omaha police: 1 dead, 7 hurt party shooting 


y-one-dies-seven-hurt-in-part 
GIST OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Omaha police say one person died and seven others were injured in a shooting at 
a party Sunday morning. 


Police Chief Todd Schmaderer said investigators believe “‘an after-hours party was occurring and a 
confrontation took place resulting in gunfire.” 


The shooting was reported shortly after 4 a.m. Sunday in northeastern Omaha near 33rd Street and Ames 
Avenue. Officers found two people with gunshot wounds who were rushed to the hospital where one 
person later died. 


In addition to those two victims, six other people injured in the shooting arrived at hospitals in private 
vehicles. None of those injuries were life threatening. 


Police did not immediately identify any of the victims Sunday or announce any arrests. 


Ee 
11/13 University of Virginia shooting: 3 dead 


ps://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2022/11/13/shooting-university-virginia-charlottesville/ 
GIST Three people were fatally shot and two others were injured on the campus of the University of Virginia 
late Sunday, U-Va. officials said, in an outburst of violence that set off an intense manhunt in and around 
Charlottesville for a suspect police described as armed and dangerous and still uncaptured. 


The university identified a student, Christopher Darnell Jones Jr., as the suspect. It did not immediately 
identify the victims. 


“As of this writing, I am heartbroken to report that the shooting has resulted in three fatalities; two 
additional victims were injured and are receiving medical care,” U-Va. President James E. Ryan wrote in a 
message to the community at about 4 a.m. “We are working closely with the families of the victims, and 
we will share additional detail as soon as we are able. 


“Our University Police Department has joined forces with other law enforcement agencies to apprehend 
the suspect, and we will keep our community apprised of developments as the situation evolves.” 


Classes for Monday were canceled. 


Gunfire was reported at the garage on Culbreth Road about 10:30 p.m., the University of Virginia Office 
of Emergency Management said. 


University police said in a tweet that they were looking for Jones “regarding the shooting incident.” Jones 
is 22 and may be a former football player, according to a 2018 roster. Police later described Jones as a 
suspect in the shooting. There was a massive manhunt for Jones into the early morning hours, involving a 
state police helicopter and multiple law enforcement agencies. 


Police said the suspect is a Black man wearing a burgundy jacket or hoodie, with blue jeans and red shoes, 
was at large and was considered armed and dangerous. They said he may be driving a black SUV with 
Virginia plates. 


Jones, according to a U-Va. sports website, was a freshman on the football team in 2018 but did not appear 
in any games. He had previously played linebacker and running back at Petersburg High School in 
Virginia. Before that, he spent three years at Varina High School, where he was an accomplished player. It 
was not immediately known whether he is still a U-Va. student, but two students said he still is listed in 
the U-Va. directory. 


Just before midnight, the emergency management office urged students to continue sheltering in place and 
to “reach out to friends & family and advise of your status.” The shelter in place order was still in effect at 
4 a.m. 


In a message that followed about 1:15 a.m., Vice President and Dean of Students Robyn S. Hadley 
exhorted the community: “Please, please take the shelter in place commands seriously as the situation 
remains active.” Later, the emergency management office said multiple police agencies were “actively 
searching for the suspect.” 


The report of the shootings startled students and others on campus as the weekend was winding down. 


“The second we all got that message that there was an active shooter, my phone flooded with messages,” 
said Eva Surovell, 21, of Alexandria, Va., who is editor in chief of the Cavalier Daily student newspaper. 
“People are genuinely scared.” 


As of 2 a.m. Monday, Surovell said she was sheltering in her room on the university’s famed Lawn. She 
said she had been in touch with her mom and her sister at James Madison University to reassure them. 
“You just don’t really think something could happen like this to your community until it does.” 


Danielle Werchowsky of Arlington, whose son is a student at U-Va said “UVA parents are glued to our 
social media right now. ... Parents are all on edge.” She said she urged her son in a phone call to turn off 
the lights in his apartment and stay away from windows. 


Culbreth Road and the garage, where shots were heard, are about half a mile north of the lawn and the 
Rotunda and near other campus buildings. 


Family and friends with questions were urged to call a U-Va. Emergency Hotline at 877-685-4836. 


This is not the first time this year that a shooting has rocked a college campus in Virginia. In February, 
two campus police officers at Bridgewater College were fatally shot after they were checking out a report 
of a “suspicious man” near a classroom building. The suspect linked to their deaths was a former student. 


Also in February, a late-night shooting at a hookah lounge near the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg 
left one person dead and four injured, police said. In 2007, Virginia Tech experienced one of the worst 
mass shootings in U.S. history when an undergraduate student killed 32 people, and himself, on April 16 
of that year. 


11/13 Baby stroller in organized retail theft 
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article268708642.html 


Three Pierce County women have been accused of organized retail theft, according to Centralia police. 


A Fife woman, 35, was arrested as a result, while two more women, a 22-year-old from Lakewood and a 
20-year-old from Puyallup, face the same charge, according to police. 


The incident unfolded about 4 p.m. Saturday at Centralia Outlets, which is a collection of retailers that 
flank I-5 near Exit 82 in Lewis County. 


Police say the women stole from three outlet stores in the area of the 1400 block of Lum Road, using a 
baby stroller to conceal items. A toddler was in the stroller at the time, according to police. 


11/13 Florida high school football game shooting 
ps://abcnews.g /shooting-florida-high-school-football-qame-leaves-dead-93217945 


GIST ORLANDO, Fla. -- A shooting outside a Florida high school football game left one person dead and sent 
players and spectators scrambling to safety. 


Orlando's Jones High School was finishing a Saturday night playoff victory over Wekiva High when a 
gunman fired several shots in the parking lot during an altercation between two groups, said Eric Smith, 
the city's police chief. 


The Orlando Sentinel reported that after the shots, players and spectators fled to the opposite side of the 
stadium. Officers ran to the parking lot and found one adult dead and another wounded, Smith said. Four 
juveniles were arrested, including one carrying a gun, he said. 


No charges were immediately filed and no names have been released. 


[Beumiotee | 
11/11 Teen arrested for synagogue threats 


SOURCE j ue-threats-omar-alkattoul 


GIST Authorities have arrested an 18-year-old teenager for allegedly being behind the threats that forced the FBI 
to put New Jersey synagogues on high alert last week. 


The threats were first brought to the public's attention when the FBI office in Newark, New Jersey, issued 
a broad warning to synagogues in the area on November 3. The warning stated they had “received credible 
information of a broad threat” and told Jewish people to “take all security precautions to protect your 
community and facility.” 


This week the Department of Justice announced they arrested Omar Alkattoul of Sayreville, New 

Jersey. The criminal complaint against the man alleges he wrote an antisemitic online screed, and 
threatened to use a molotov cocktail on a Jewish person and “curb stomp” LGBTQ people. Authorities say 
Alkattoul defended himself by saying he was “larping” as a terrorist when he wrote and shared the attack 
plan. He has been charged with transmitting a threat. 


“No one should be targeted for violence or with acts of hate because of how they worship,” Philip R. 
Sellinger, the U.S. attorney for the district of New Jersey, said in a statement. “According to the complaint, 
this defendant used social media to send a manifesto containing a threat to attack a synagogue based on his 
hatred of Jews.” 


The screed called "When Swords Collide” outlined the writer’s desire to attack and kill Jewish people. 
Alkattoul allegedly told police he wrote the document. In a section called “The Heroes,” the screed 
lionizes al-Qaeda and ISIS leaders, including Osama Bin Laden, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, and Abu 
Mohammad al-Adnani. 


A significant portion of the criminal complaint focuses on Alkattoul’s alleged conversations with people 
on social media apps. Here, the suspect allegedly told people he planned the attack as revenge for the 
Christchurch, New Zealand attack where a neo-Nazi killed 51 Muslims. He allegedly was also a fan of 
white supremacist Dylan Roof because he killed Christians and said that “the attack would involve 
bombings, shootings, and ‘maybe’ beheadings.” 


The court documents allege that Alkattoul told officers he wasn’t definitely going to carry out the plan 
and, in October, told an online acquaintance he was “50/50” on carrying out the attack. He told officers the 
group chat he was in was for people “larping” (live-action role-playing) as terrorists. 


“Alkattoul claimed he would not actually do it because he did not want to disappoint his family,” it reads. 
“He further claimed that he did not ‘have the balls’ to commit such an act, especially after ‘this visit’ from 
the FBI. Alkattoul additionally claimed that he did not want to serve a prison term, get shot, or die.” 


Despite allegedly telling the FBI agents he spoke to he was just playing make-believe, Alkattoul almost 
immediately went back to supporting international terror groups, the court documents say. Following his 
interview with federal agents, Alkattoul was transported to the hospital for an evaluation. On the way there 
he allegedly “told the ambulance personnel that he supported ISIS and al-Qaeda” and followed that up by 
telling a hospital employee he was planning an attack on a synagogue. 


“Alkattoul further told (the hospital employee) that although some things he said on social media were a 
joke, one thing that was not a joke was his wanting to plan an attack on a synagogue,” it reads. 


[Bette | 
11/12 Road rage incidents rising in western WA 


SOURCE | https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/frequency-road-rage-incidents-high-western-washington/281- 
7¢06870c-7071-4b69-a775-585f4b2bd0b5 
WASHINGTON, USA — Road rage incidents have been increasing in Western Washington over the past 
few years. 


On Friday, a nine-year-old boy was shot in Renton and less than a month ago, a 24-year-old woman was 
shot and killed in a road rage incident in Skykomish. 


Law enforcement officials in multiple Western Washington counties are seeing drivers become more 
aggressive. 


“We've seen a lot of erratic behavior on our on our roadways,” said Sergeant Darren Moss Jr., the Public 
Information Officer for the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office. 


He said sometimes aggression can progress into violence. 


“We've had a couple instances of people pulling guns out on someone else or flashing a gun in their 
window at somebody,” said Sergeant Moss. 


He said in Pierce County they have seen an increase in road rage incidents, but not in road rage shootings. 
In King County, there have been more road rage incidents involving guns over the past few years. 
According to Washington State Patrol, King County road rage shootings have been increasing since at 


least 2017. 2021 was the highest total during that period. 


So far this year in King County, there have been 230 road rage incidents where weapons were brandished, 
and 193 where shots have actually been fired. 


Sergeant Moss said it is important to not react or escalate the situation. 


“You don't know what they're going to get out of their car with,” said Moss. “Are they getting out of their 
car with a crappy attitude and they want to fight you? Or are they getting out with a weapon, like a 
baseball bat, or a hammer, or a firearm?” 


In the end, he said it is important to realize getting angry over what is happening on the road is not worth 
hurting anyone else or risking your own life. 


“What matters most?” Moss said. “Is it more important to be right or is it more important to be safe?” 


This trend is being seen across the country. According to Everytown for Gun Safety, 2021 was record- 
setting for the number of road rage shootings in the United States, with more than 500 people shot. 


Sergeant Moss said if someone is being aggressive towards you on the road, just get in another lane, slow 
down, and let them pass. If they continue to follow you, he advises you call 911 and start driving toward a 
police station. 


11/11 Mistrial: driver in Lakewood police killings 
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/crime/article268601212.html 


GIST The second murder trial for the man accused of being the getaway driver in a 2009 shooting that killed 
four Lakewood police officers was declared a mistrial Thursday. 
A Pierce County jury had been deliberating for more than a week over whether Dorcus Allen, 51, was 
guilty of four counts of first-degree murder for driving his friend and employer, Maurice Clemmons, to 


and from a coffee shop in Parkland where Clemmons gunned down police officers. It appears that they 
were not able to reach a decision. 


A Pierce County government spokesperson confirmed that a mistrial was declared due to a hung jury. 


Allen will now face another trial. Presiding Judge Edmund Murphy set a date for Jan. 9. Pierce County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office spokesperson Adam Faber said he’s confident the trial will start then. 


In phone calls with The News Tribune, attorneys for the prosecution and defense said the outcome of the 
trial was disappointing, but that they respected the jury’s conclusion and commended them for taking their 
time while deliberating. Both sides said they would be ready for a retrial in the new year. 


Deputy prosecuting attorney James Schacht said that coming out of closing arguments, he felt confident 
the jury would return with a guilty verdict. He said he stood by his closing statements. 


Peter Mazzone, one of Allen’s defense attorneys, said he and his co-counsel Mary High would make some 
adjustments for the new trial. He said he thought they might need to more emphatically point out what he 
said was “a complete dearth of evidence on the part of the state.” 


The defendant was first convicted in 2011 of being the getaway driver and was sentenced to 420 years in 
prison. But in 2015, the state’s Supreme Court ruled that he did not receive a fair trial. A deputy 
prosecutor committed misconduct during closing arguments by repeatedly saying Allen “should have 
known” that Clemmons intended to kill the officers. That was a misstatement of the law, the high court 
ruled, and the case was sent back to Pierce County Superior Court for a new trial. 


That new trial got underway Oct. 3, and over the course of four weeks, prosecutors used a variety of 
evidence to convince jurors that the defendant was in on a plan with Clemmons to kill random police 
officers, which resulted in the shooting deaths of Sgt. Mark Renninger and officers Tina Griswold, 
Gregory Richards and Ronald Owens. 


Attorneys presented cell phone records of calls between Allen and Clemmons and a GPS device found in 
Allen’s garage that Clemmons used in an earlier, failed plot to draw cops to his home. 


During closing arguments, Schacht also pointed to inconsistencies between Allen’s statements to police 
and his testimony on the stand, as well as the testimony of one of Clemmons’ relatives regarding a 
Thanksgiving dinner both Allen and Clemmons attended as evidence that the defendant knew of the plan 
and took steps to conceal his involvement. 


Allen’s defense attorneys argued that prosecutors were relying on suspicions and innuendo to convince 
jurors to infer that the defendant is guilty. 


Records of phone calls between Allen and Clemmons didn’t contain the actual conversations between the 
men, and defense attorney Mary High pointed out that the calls were made on work phones, theorizing that 
they could have been discussing whether any work was available for Clemmons’ landscaping business. 
Lakewood Police Chief Mike Zaro issued a statement regarding the mistrial, saying the evidence is 
undisputed that Allen drove Clemmons to the scene, waited while he killed the officers, drove him away, 
then checked into a motel under a fake name. 


“Tam deeply disappointed that the jury could not agree on a verdict, resulting in a mistrial and the 
scheduling of another trial. The evidence is undisputed that Darcus Allen heard Maurice Clemmons 
talking about his intent to murder police officers in the days leading up to Nov. 29, 2009,” Zaro said. 


“Despite all these undisputed facts, this jury could not reach a decision and there will be yet another delay 
in achieving closure for our department and the families of our four officers. “In the meantime we will do 
what we’ve always done: Move forward with dignity and honor. Our officers were brutally murdered, and 


we continue to be strong for the families of our Fallen Four and for those in our department who continue 
to mourn their tragic deaths. They will not be forgotten.” 


11/11 Ex-UK guard Berlin embassy admits spying 
https://apnews.com/article/europe-london-berlin-c0103475e422018f0636a3cf9c655cae 


LONDON (AP) — A former security guard at the British embassy in Berlin has admitted spying for 
Russia and faces up to 14 years in prison. 


David Ballantyne Smith, 58, pleaded guilty to eight charges under the Official Secrets Act. Prosecutors 
say he gave Gen. Maj. Sergey Chukhurov, Russia’s military attache in Berlin, information about the 
activities, identities, addresses and phone numbers of British civil servants. 


Smith also collected intelligence, some of it classed secret, on the operation and layout of the embassy, 
which prosecutors said would be useful to “an enemy, namely the Russian state.” 


Smith admitted guilt during a hearing last week at London’s Central Criminal Court, but the pleas were 
covered by reporting restrictions until Friday, when prosecutors dropped a ninth charge that Smith had 
denied. 


Prosecutors say Smith was motivated by a hatred of Britain and its embassy, where he had worked for 
eight years, and had expressed sympathy with Russian authorities. They claim he was angry that the 


embassy flew the rainbow flag in support of the LGBTQ+ community. 


Smith’s lawyer, Matthew Ryder, said his client denied prosecutors’ description of “why he did what he did 
and the seriousness of the allegations.” He said Smith did not have “a negative intention towards the U.K.” 


Smith was arrested by German police at his home in Potsdam, southwest of Berlin in August 2021 and 
extradited to the U.K. in April. 


He will be sentenced at a later date and faces a maximum 14-year sentence. 


Reunite PO 
HEADLINE | 11/11 Climate activists in Oslo museum stunt 


GIST 


ps://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2022/nov/11/famed-painting-the-scream-targ 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Norwegian police said two climate activists tried in vain Friday to glue 
themselves to Edvard Munch’s 1893 masterpiece “The Scream” at an Oslo museum and no harm was 
reported to the painting of a waif-like figure appearing to scream. 


Police said they were alerted by the National Museum of Norway and had three people under their 
“control.” A third person filmed the pair that tried to affix to the painting, Norwegian news agency NTB 


said. 


The museum said that the room where the glass-protected painting is exhibited “was emptied of the public 
and closed,” and will reopen as soon as possible. The rest of museum remained open. 


Police said there was glue residue on the glass mount. 


A video of the incident showed museum guards holding two activists with one shouting “I scream for 
people dying” and another one shouts “I scream when lawmakers ignore science” while a person was 
shielding the painting from the protesters. 


Environmental activists from the Norwegian organization “Stopp oljeletinga” - Norwegian for Stop Oil 
Exploration - were behind the stunt, saying they “wanted to pressure lawmakers into stopping oil 
exploration.” Norway is a major producer of offshore oil and gas. 


“We are campaigning against ‘Scream’ because it is perhaps Norway’s most famous painting,” activist 
spokeswoman Astrid Rem told The Associated Press. “There have been lots of similar actions around 
Europe, they have managed something that no other action has managed: achieve an extremely large 
amount of coverage and press.” 


It was the latest episode in which climate activists have targeted famous paintings in European museums. 


Two Belgian activists who targeted Johannes Vermeer’s “Girl with a Pearl Earring” in a Dutch museum in 
October were sentenced to two months in prison. The painting wasn’t damaged and was returned to its 
wall a day later. 


Earlier this month, climate protesters threw mashed potatoes at a Claude Monet painting in a German 
museum and a similar protest happened in London, where protesters threw soup over Vincent van Gogh’s 
“Sunflowers” at the National Gallery. In both those cases, the paintings also weren’t damaged. 


ee 
11/11 Ex-cops plead guilty: shooting 8yr-old girl 


GIST 


ps://www.cnn.com/2022/11/11/us/pennsylvania-officers-plea-shooting-girl/index.html 
Three former Pennsylvania police officers each pleaded guilty Thursday to 10 counts of reckless 
endangerment for their involvement in the death of an 8-year-old girl who was shot after she was leaving a 
high school football game with her family, according to a spokesperson from the Delaware County District 
Attomey’s Office. 


Fanta Bility was killed in August 2021, when three police officers from Sharon Hill Borough fired shots 
which struck a car following an outbreak of gunfire as attendees were leaving the game, according to the 
Delaware County District Attorney Jack Stollsheimer. 


“As we have endeavored to achieve justice in the midst of such a tragedy, my office has remained in close 
communication with the family to ensure that their feelings were heard and respected,” said Stollsheimer 
in a statement. 


The District Attorney’s Office worked closely with the family to arrive at a conviction which “brings 
accountability” for Bility’s death, Stollsheimer said. 


“Over this past year, the hurt caused by Sharon Hill Borough and its police department has overcome my 
family with tremendous grief,” Bility’s family said in a statement through spokesperson Dawn Chavous. 


“The agony we feel constantly reliving the loss of our dear Fanta who was just 8 years old when she was 
killed by Sharon Hill police officers, is impossible to describe with words.” 


“Since her mother and siblings were witnesses to this tragic incident, they will have to live with that 
trauma imprinted in their memories for the rest of their lives,” the statement continues. 


In addition to the reckless endangerment charges, former officers Brian Devaney, 42, Sean Dolan, 26, and 
Devon Smith were each originally charged with an additional one count of manslaughter and one count of 
involuntary manslaughter. The manslaughter charges were dropped as part of a plea deal negotiated by the 
district attorney, according to CNN affiliate WPVI. 


“After much prayer and discussion with our family, we determined that it was in our best interest for the 
District Attorney to ensure that the police officers take responsibility for their actions, admit to their 
reckless conduct endangering many, and killing our Fanta,” the family statement added. “We pray that as a 
result of the police officers being held accountable, we can as a family and as a community, finally have 
some closure and begin the healing process,” the statement from Bility’s family adds. 


All three officers were fired earlier this year after being charged in the fatal shooting. 


In the statement, Bility’s family says they support the District Attorney’s plea agreement with the officers 
but believe Sharon Hill Borough should also be held accountable for what they describe as a failure to 
properly train officers before the use of deadly force. 


“We need to ensure all officers are properly trained so no one ever has to experience the horror and 
tremendous loss and pain that we continue to feel on a daily basis,” the family statement reads. 


CNN has reached out to attorneys representing Devaney, Dolan and Smith. A sentencing hearing for the 
three men is scheduled for January 12, 2023. 
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